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An encounter that could 
have changed history 
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tv Defence cuts to help human rights 

Military training budget reduced by more than £2m to finance Robin Cook's ethical foreign policy initiative 
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Exclusive 


By Andrew Marshall 


ROBIN COOK, the Foreign Secre- 
tary, will today launch a new Human 
Rights Project Fund, cutting hack on 
military training programmes to pay 
for it. 

The initiative puts flesh on the 
bones of Mr Cook's controversial 
commitment to an ethical foreign 
policy. It is the first time lhat dedi- 


cated funds have been set aside for 
human rights around the world by the 
Foreign Office. 

The Foreign Office has carried 
out a large-scale review of human 
rights activities since Mr Cook ar- 
rived in office, and has been quiet- 
ly rethinking its policies. The 
Conservatives were often criticised 
for putting business higher than 
ethics on their list of priorities. 

The new fund. £5m for I99S/99, 
will supplement existing small-scale 
local human rights projects run from 


British embassies. Of the total. 
£2.25m will be drawn from the ex- 
isting budget for military training, 
sending out a clear signal of the Gov- 
ernment’s intention to change the 
ways of the past. Visits by ministers 
to countries such as Colombia. Indo- 
nesia and Brazil have already led to 
a reassessment of the way lhat em- 
bassies liaised with human rights 
groups. In Indonesia. Mr Cook also 
offered new legal and police train- 
ing courses as part of an effort to nub 
human rights abuses in the country. 


But the new initiative goes a step 
further than this, creating a new (al- 
beit small) fund that is aimed at im- 
proving the protection of human 
rights globally. The aid will be di- 
rected at both governments and 
non-governmental organisations, 
such as community groups and hu- 
man rights associations. Where there 
is overseas government opposition 
to human rights programmes, the 
Government will still give money 
to NGOs. Priority targets are likely 
to include legal training, support for 


a free media and tackling child 
abuse. 

To get better value for money, the 
new fund will work with other exist- 
ing programmes - such as those run 
by the Department for Internation- 
al Development, the British Coun- 
cil and the Chcvening scholarships. 

Military training, previously an im- 
portant part of Britain's attempt to 
secure overseas influence, will also 
be re-raigeied as part of the shift to- 
wards a more ethical foreign policy. 
The UK Military Training Assis- 


tance Scheme (UKMTAS) will be re- 
named ASSIST (Assistance to Sup- 
port Stability with In-Service 
Training) giving a more cuddly sound. 

But there will also be a more sub- 
stantive change. The objectives be- 
hind military training will be 
reshaped to focus more directly on 
human rights. Top of the list of pri- 
orities will be the promotion of re- 
spect for civilian democratic 
government and practices amongst 
overseas military and police forces. 
Previously, the programme focused 


more on supporting “stability” - 
which often cloaked repression. 

The new policy is likely to mean 
an end to purely technical military and 
police training, which has attracted 
criticism from human rights groups. 
Britain will continue to teach things 
like peacekeeping skills, however. 

Mr Cook’s ethical foreign policy 
attracted some criticism from those 
who thought it did not go far enough. 
The Foreign Office has quietly been 
developing ideas about putting its 
principles into practice. 


Jockey 

and 

trainers 
win libel 
fight 


By Greg Wood 

Racing Correspondent 
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KEREN FALLON, the chain 
. pion Flat jockey, and leading 
racehorse trainers Lynda Rams- 
den and her husband. Jack, 
yesterday won their 19-day libel 
action against the Sporting Life 
which had accused them of 
“cheating”. ' 

A jury at the High Court 
awarded damages of £70,000 to 
Mr Fallon, £75,000 to Mrs 
Ramsden and £50.000 to Mr 
Ramsden. With costs, the esti- 
mated bill for the Sporting Life 
is expected to reach almost 
£700,000. 

The plaintiffs had sued over 
an article on 11 May 1995, the 
day after Tbp Gees, trained by 
Mrs Ramsden and ridden ty Mr 
Fallon, had won the Chester 
Cup. In a comment column un- 
der the headline “Contempt 
For The Punter” written by 
AJastair Down, the newspa- 
_ per’s associate editor, it was 
alleged that the Ramsdens and 
Mr Fallon had been “cheating” 
when the same horse finished 
fifth in a race at Newmarket 
. < three weeks earlier. 

Yesterday, the jury decided 
R nat the words complained of 
were neither substantially true 
nor fair comment. 

During the trial, Derek 
Thompson^ a Channel 4 racing 
presenter, told the court of a 
conversation in which Mr Fal- 
’ Ion had admitted “pulling” Tbp 
; Cees at Newmarket. Mr Fallon 
described Mr Thompson’s sto- 
ry as a “lie” when he returned 
' to the witness stand. 

Tbm Clarke, editor of the 
■ Sporting Life, said: “The case 
. was fought on a matter of prm-' 
ciple by the Sporting Life in its 
capacity as a guardian of the 
• punters’ interests. We think it 
is a sad day for racing but do not 
regret defending this action for 
■’.one moment.” 

Sport, page 30 


Countryside in flames: protest beacons from Land’s End to John o’Groats 



Doctors link autism 
to MMR vaccination 


By Jeremy Laurence 

Hearth Editor 


GOVERNMENT experts last 
night urged parents to contin- 
ue to take their children for im- 
munisation after doctors raised 
new fears lhat the MMR vac- 
cine against measles, mumps 
and rubella could be linked 
with autism. 

Researchers at the Royal 
Free Hospital in London said 
that they had identified a new 
bowel disorder in children asso- 
ciated with autistic symptoms of 
social withdrawal which occurred 
soon after MMR vaccination. 

Dr Andrew Wakefield, who 
led the study of 12 children 
published in The Lancet medical 
journal said the combined vac- 
cine should be split up to reduce 
ils impact on the immune system. 
However, other members of the 
team said the evidence was not 
strong enough to alter practice 
and experts said the link could 
be co-incidence. They warned 
that deaths from measles would 


rise if immunisa tion rates fell 

Dr Jeremy Metiers, deputy 
chief medical officer, said two de- 
partmental committees of ex- 
pens had kept mdese touch with 
the work at the Royal free and 
□either had seen any reason to 
change the programme. “Our 
advice is to continue to vaccinate 
your children," he said. 

In an unrelated move, the de- 
partment announced that all 
blood plasma used to make 
products from vaccines to dot- 
ting factors, would in future be 
imported from abroad to reduce 
the “theoretical risk” of trans- 
mitting new-variant Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob disease. 

The measure is intended to 
boost confidence in British-made 
blood products abroad after in- 
dications that Europe was 
preparing to ban them. Frank 
Dobson, the Secretary of State 
for Health, said the move was 
precautionary. “We must pro- 
ceed on the principle dal it is bet- 
ter to be safe than sony,” he said. 

-Doctors split, page 5 


Devon hill farmer Maurice RetalUck, on Hay Tor, Dartmoor, lights one of last nights Countryside Rally protest beacons Photograph: Tim Cuff/Apex 

Rural march ‘hijacked by dark forces’ 


By Ian Burrell 


THE Countryside March on London this 
weekend has been “hijacked” by the 
Conservative Party and rich business m en 
for political ends, a leading country 
sports campaigner claimed. 

Michael YaitOey. national spokesman 
for the Sportsmen’s Association, Which 
represents 40,000 shooting sports 
enthusiasts, said that “dark forces” 
were at play. 

It also emerged that the Ministry of 
Defence has given VIP tours of RAF 
Leeming in North Yorkshire as prizes 
to raise funds for the countryside cam- 
paign. The MoD said it was designed to 
improve relations with the local com- 
munity and had “no political overtones 
whatsoever”. 


The Sportsmen’s Association is pro- 
viding stewards for the weekend march 
which is expected to attract up to 
250,000 to London in a protest against 
the threat to traditional country Dfe. 

But Mr YardJey said most would have 
“no idea” of the politics behind the 
scenes. He believes his organisation has 
been marginalised by those supporting 
the interests of fox-hunters and landown- 
ers. “I think there are some very pow- 
erful business and landowning interests 
who are taking over the political control 
of it,” he said. “The Conservative Par- 
ly is jumping on to this bandwagon.” 

The 7b ry party leader, William 
Hague, ’mil attend Sunday’s march in a 
personal capacity and the Tories recently 
launched a Countryside Campaign to 
protect the green belt. By contrast, the 


Government is only sending junior agri- 
culture ministers. 

Major landowners giving fund-rais- 
ing support to the march include Min- 
ister Michael Heseltine, the former 
deputy prime minister, who offered a 
tour of the arboretum at his country 
borne as a £450 prize in a fundraiser or- 
ganised by the local bunt. He also paid 
£500 into the march fund for the prize 
of a gardening consultancy. 

Mr Yardley claimed his association 
had established the popular movement 
for country rights when it held a suc- 
cession of marches in London a year ago 
in protest at legislation to ban handguns. 

Then in July, the newly formed Coun- 
tryside Alliance organised the Country- 
side Rally, which was supported by the 
Sportsmen's Association and attracted 


1^1000 people. In September, the Sports- 
men's Association staged another Lon- 
don march, which Mr YardJey claimed was 
undermined by powerful interests. 

He received several telephone calls, 
including one from a “senior figure in 
the Conservative Party”, warning him to 
cancel the march. The Conservative Rar- 

ty has denied hijacking the campaign and 
said the event was run by an “indepen- 
dent organisation and we don’t give them 
any support”. 

Janet George, of the Countryside 
Alliance, which organised the march, 
said: “There are one or two organisa- 
tions who should try to stick to the spir- 
it of the march and not try to make 
political points.” 

In The News, page 3; David 
Aaronovitch, page 21 


Panic stations over threat from computer Millennium Bug 


By Anthony Bevins and 
. Michael Harrison 

THE PANIC button was pushed 
by the European Commission 
yesterday, with a stark warning 

that too little was being done to 
' avert an international “MHlen- 
nhim Bug" computer crisis o»r- 
, ing £750bn and threatening 
lives and business. 

• ; “The overall level of actual 
preparation appears to be in- 
sufficient, in spite of the sub- 


stantial risk of disruption to 
businesses as well as public 
services,” the Commission said. 

Urging accelerated action, it 
underlined the mounting sense 
of impending crisis with a bald 
description of the hazards 
ply-ad for individuals- “As far as 
the potential impact on con- 
sumers is concerned” the com- 
mission said, “examples include 

damage to personal and finan- 
cial records, the miscalculation 
of transactions impacting sav- 


ings, bank accounts, mortgages, 
errors in invoicing from utilities, 
errors on payrolls and salary 
payments. Safety is also at 
stake: the failure of a comput- 
er application in an aircraft, a 
traffic control system, a power 
station, or an intensive care unit 
can put human lives al risk.” 

The threat is posed by the 
fact that man y computers are 
programmed to interpret the 
two-digit year 00 as 1 900, rather 
than 2000, and it has been es- 


timated that it could cost as 
much as £750bn to correct soft- 
ware across the world. 

Tony Blair has already tak- 
en a lead in raising awareness 
of the problem; setting up a spe- 
cial Cabinet Committee to re- 
view contingency planning for 
basic services such as water, gas, 
electricity, and transport; and 
getting President Bill Clinton to 
agree il as an agenda item for 
the summit of Group of Eight 
leading industrialised countries. 


to be held in Birmingham next 
May. Yesterday he sanctioned 
a ten-fold increase in the funds 
being committed to tackle the 
Millennium Bug. The budget 
for the campaign will rise from 
£lm last year to close on £ 10m 
this year. 

Meanwhile the Financial 
Services Authority, the new 
watchdog for the City, intends 
to require firms to be millen- 
nium compliant as a condition 
of g ainin g a licence to operate. 


The move is especially aimed at 
the thousands of independent 
financial advisers who sell 
everything from pensions and 
life policies to mortgages. 

Gridlock threat, page 10 
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£10 buys a 
chain cutter 


He's chained up through his sensitive nose and made to walk 
on red hot plates, whilst the back of his legs are hit in time to 
music. Onlookers taunt him and force him to drink beer. Why? 
Because they’re teaching him to ‘dance’ for tourists who pay 
to watch his agonising waltz. 

The World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSFft) 
rescues ‘dancing bears’ and takes them to sanctuaries where 
theycan be free of pain and suffemg. But we cait carry out oi* 
Bfe-ssving work without the support of people like yg^. Your gift 
crtjist £10, or whatever you can afford, will help cut the 
chains of innocent animals. So please send your don atio n 
tCSfay. He’s counting on yoy. 


Yes, I want to cut the chains! 

Please firt in your details beknu. 


■ Postcode. 


I andose my donation of E_ 


ffWaae mate cheques payable to WSM or flD in your endft out! details below} 

crtn.U.Ui i i II i i i i 1-m-m 

Of S**cn.pfaBtt use on mntor Ottawa si Hrattkm ctr* 

/ Switch icauo no D Today's date /__ 

Signature. 


□ Tk* here If you would Lfcn a free b-rfornadem pack. 

? a>Se t 0 *™ sna ttwainn ttt WSRA. Dept AL497, 

Freepost NH2604. Northampton, NN3 6BR. No stamp Is needed. THANK YOU. 

- Rtg No. ZB29M 
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Backlash too hot for editor who branded curry waiters miserable 

i I I « .. - r " 





Big chill: Iqbal Wahhab, who has been forced to quit as ecfitor of Tandoori Magazine 


Photograph: Solent 


THE editor of Britain’s leading 
Indian restaurant magazine has 
resigned after causing uproar 
by condemning curry house 
waiters as “miserable gits , it 
was announced yesterday. 

Managers at Tandoori Maga- 
zine said Iqbal Wfehhab's resig- 
nation was “essential” after the 
storm of controversy over an 
editorial in this months issue. 

Distancing themselves from 

Mr Wahhabi comments, the 

magazine said a full apology 
would appear next month. 

The managing director Ajay 
pazel said: “We would like to 
point out that the views ex- 
pressed by Iqbal Wbhhabwere 
entirely his own and in no way 
reflected the views of anyone 
else at Tandoori? 

in the magazine, which is 
mailed <firecriy to 8,000 Indian 
restaurants across the UK, Mr 
Wahhab accused waiters of 
making dining out fed like go- 
ing to a funeral and falling to 
make customers feel welcome. 

He had launched a damage 
limitation exercise after his 
comments received widespread 
press coverage. 

His links with the trade will 
continue, however — he is due 
to open his own restaurant in 
west London, complete, no 
doubt, with a full complement 
of happy, smiling waiters. 


Ministers re-invent the granny flat 
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Recycled paper made up 
41.4% of the raw material fair 
UK newspapers In the first 
half of 1997. 


By Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

AFTER decades of separation 
caused by “on your bike” eco- 
nomics, parents, grandparents 
and children will be able to live 
side by side under government 
plans to re-invent the extend- 
ed family. 

Builders could be told they 
must include granny flats in new 
estates or risk planning re- 
fusal, a Green Paper to be 
previewed today by Harriet 
Harman. Secretary of State for 
Social Security, will say. 

The radical plans to place 
new emphasis on the support 
grandparents and parents can 
give to one another have been 
drawn up by a ministerial sub- 
committee on women. They wfll 
form part of the Government's 
National Childcare Strategy, to 
be published around Easter in 
a Green Paper but outlined by 
in a debate in Parliament today. 

The idea is that when new 
estates are built, as many will 
be as planners meet an esti- 
mated demand for 4.4 million 
more homes by 2016, the needs 
of extended families will be tak- 
en into consideration. Local au- 


thorities may be able to refuse 
permission for plans that do not 
include a suitable mixture of 
one-, two- and three-bedroom 
homes as well as granny flats. 
The move is intended to enable 
families who so wish to live near 
one another so grandparents 
can help with childcare and 


their children can later support 
them. 

The idea was looked at be- 
fore but was dropped because 
of fears of creating all-white 
ghetloes. Now it is hoped that 
second- and third-generation 
immigrants will able to take up 
the schemes, too. 


Also being outlined today in 
a Commons debate on 
women’s issues will be plans for 
a network of out-of-school 
clubs and pre-school facilities. 

Under these plans, local 
authorities will co-ordinate 
plans from a range of private, 
voluntary and public organisa- 


tions. and will then bid for cen- 
tral government funding. From 
next April there will be £40m 
for the first tranche of a £300m 
package to provide a milli on 
out-of-school places compared 
with only 100,000 at present. 

The Government will expect 
to see evidence that the 


Brown’s £1 .5bn to placate backbenchers 


By Fran Abrams 


GORDON BROWN will spend up to 
£l5ba in month’s Budget to placate 
Labour backbenchers who protested over 
cuts in lone-parent benefits. 

-Although there will be no- res to ration 
ofthe cot, there could be half a billion in 
payments of £5 per week for all families 
on Income Support. There will also be a 
new scheme costing about £lbn which will 
pay op to 75 per cent ofthe childcare costs 
of the poorest families. 

At present, childcare costs for up to two 
children under 12 are deducted from par- 
ents' earnings when they are bong assessed 
for Family Credit This means, for exam- 
ple, that a family with two children aged 
eight and 10 who bring home £150 per week 
and pay £50 for after-school care gets £25 
towards the cost A family with four chil- 


dren aged three, seven, 13 and 17 earning 
£300 per week but paying £80 per week for 
a nursery place, pins £20 for an oot-of 
school dnb far the seven-year-old gets £40. 
A single parent with a child under 11-earn- 
ing £120 per week and paying £50 for child 
care gets an extra £30. '• 

Now Family Credit payable to those 
earning np to £13,000, is to be replaced by 
the Working Families' Tax Credit payable 
to those earning up to £20,000 according 
to some reports. 

Under the new proposals families will 
receive rebates on their tax, either direct- 
ly or in their pay packets. With a limit of 
possibly £100 per week, they conld receive 
help for one or two children on a sliding 
scale with smaller payments to the better- 
off, Details of how this sliding scale will 
work are not yet dear; hot it seems likely 
that the first of the two families above might 


receive a contribution of op to £37.50, an 
extra £122>0 per week, while the second 
famil y might receive op to £75, an extra 
£35 per week. 

Tbe Government's new proposals are 
designed to help all poor families rather 
than singling out lone parents, although 
there is evidence that it costs more to bring 
up a child alone. 

Labour MPs who rebelled against cuts 
in lone-parent benefits welcomed the 
move, though. Audrey Wise, member for 
Preston, said the portents of the past few 
days were “very hopeful, ” She added: “I 
think we are going to be able to infer that 
tbe Government has listened, and I am in 
favour of governments who listen.” 

Figures published yesterday showed 
that the number of lone parents on Income 
Support fell by 40,000 in the year to last 
August, to 1.01 million. 


schemes will include educa- 
tion and child development as 
well as underpinning the Wel- 
fare to Work programme. 

Ms Harman will today de- 
tail the patchiness of existing 
childcare provision, which can 
be several times more plentiful 
in some areas than in others. 

The Department for Edu- 
cation and Employment is 
working with the Department 
of Health to draw up an in- 
spection programme to ensure 
high quality in all the new 
childcare provision, which wflj 
include a network of centres of 
excellence for the under-fives. 
Both departments have been 
working closely with the De- 
partment of Social Security. 

Last night Ms Harman said 
the new childcare strategy 
would prove the Government 
was making rapid progress on 
its manifesto commitments. 

“There has long been a de- 
mand for childcare which has 
been ignored by government ex- 
cept for a broken promise from 
Margaret Thatcher on nursery 
education,” she said. “We said 
we would have a National 
Childcare Strategy and we are 
now delivering it.” 


Cook’s wife 
seeks divorce 

MARGARET COOK, wife 
of Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook, has started divorce 


hand, Mr Cook’s agent con- 
firmed last night He said 
divorce papers had been 
lodged at Edinburgh Sher- 
iff’s Court though no date 
for a bearing had been set. 

Fraud 
arrests 

THREE people were ar- 
rested yesterday in London 

d uring an by the 

American Secret Service and 

the police into alleged coun- 
terfeit cheques worth S30m 
(£183m). The man and two 
women were being held by 
the City of London Police in 
Bishopsgate police station. 

Easyjet acts 
against BA 

THE low-cost airline Easy- 
Jet yesterday took court ac- 
tion to try to prevent British 
Airways starting up its own 
no-frills airline. BA plans to 
enter the low-cost market 
with its own subsidiary, Go, 
which will start services this 
spring from Stansted airporL 
Yesterday, Easyjet. which 
operates out of Luton air- 
port, served a High Court 
writ on BA “to prevent BA 
illegally cross-subsiding its 
low-cost subsidiary". 

£ 800 m owed 
to councils 

MORE than £800m is owed 
to iVHinrils in Scotland from 
unpaid poll tax and council 
tax bills, the Government 
disclosed last night Junior 
Scottish Office minister, 
Calum Macdonald, said in 
Commons written reply 
that £507m was owed by 
Scots in uncollected com- 
munity charge, or poll tax, 
from 1989 to 1993 alone. 

Abduction 
alert 

AN ALERT has been issued 
to schools in GosporL 
Hampshire, after a man 
tried to abduct a 1 4-year-old 
girl as she returned to af- 
ternoon classes at Broom 
Park School yesterday. Po- 
lice said the description of 
Ihe man was similar to that 
of a man who approached 
two nine-year-old girls on 
Sunday. 
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THE HARRODS 
DESIGNER 
SKI WEAR SALE. 

AS ALWAYS, 
STOPPING YOURSELF 
WILL BE THE 
DIFFICULT BIT. 


A 
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This week, even the prices are falling in 
the Harrods Ski Department. Until Saturday 7 March. 

you will find up to a third off selected designer 
ski wear by such names as Quiksilver. Schoffel. Killy, 
Giorgio Armani Neve and Chiemsee. So if you are 
planning to hit the slopes this year, be sure to slop by 
the Ski Department on the Fifth Floor. However, 
please exercise caution at all times. You could quite 
easily find yourself getting carried awav. 
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Aberdeen slO 56 

JUglesej c 9 41 

Ayr c 6 41 

Belfast t 9 48 

BlrwlegBsm clO 50 
Blackpool * 7 45 
Boiroemootta c 9 48 
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It will (eel bitterly cold across Scotland, with 
strong winds giving a high wind-chill and bnnging 
along frequent showers and just brief sunny 
spells. The showers will aim increasingly to snow 
even on low ground by evening with heavy tails in 
the far north. Northern England, north Wales aid 
Northern Ireland will also he windy with a spell of 
ram followed later by wintry showers. The rest of 
England and Wales will sort fatty bright, but it 
will tum cloudier with some showers later. 

Outlook for the next few days 

tomorrow will be cofd across the whole of the UK 
Scotfarrti vnll teve srexv sfiowers. rnast trer^ert m 
8* north and «sf where tWmg snow may cause 
denpbon- Etovtere. the weather wJi be less severe, 
but occasional hail . sleet and snow tfrowrs am tody 
rnaJIb^theferso^.OnSimt&yaniDroofijaiised 
sea of tan and crow will cross the country. The wret 
of the snow will aejan be in the north, butacoverrig 
over Ihe tells in the south is possible. 
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Vietnam battler who is unlikely defender of 


HE CLAIMS to have been inspired bv the 
anti-Vietnam protests and the civil righ* 
movement in America. Eric Bettelh^m 
weaUhy Ouatg^ Cily 
unkkely defender of British rural life 

Yet he is the man who thought un Sun- 

T 1 ^ of COUDtT y 

. .^eGovernment cannot be swayed 
ty the strength of rural opinion, he believes 
that direct action" might become the only 
option in combatting “the organs of state 
violence as they attack traditions 

The Countryside March, he has said 
came to him in a thought over lunch when 
an image came to mind of the Jarrow Cru- 
sade, the great procession against poverty 
made by the unemployed from the North- 
east who walked to London in 1936. 

“We should get people marching from 
all parts of the country to demonstrate how 
they feel," he told his companion. 

But in his brogues and pin-stripes, 
working from a legal office in the shad- 
ow of St Paul’s Cathedral, he looks any- 
thing but an opponent of the 
establishment. A stag’s head on the wall 
gives a pointer to his great love away from 
the world of financial services law. 

On “occasional" weekends he dons the 
pink coat to go hunting. He likes other 
country sports too. “People say I am a pret- 
ty good shoL." 

The son of Bruno, the famous child psy- 
chologist, he was introduced to the joy's 
of the great American doors learning to 
shoot and canoe at summer camp. Mr Bei- 
telheim came to Britain to study- at law at 
Oriel College, Oxford. 

A defining moment in his life was a trip 
to Dalnacardoch in Scotland, where he was 
first introduced to the finer points of 
walked-up grouse shooting. But as he com- 
mitted himself further to British country 
pursuits he quickly realised that his new 


IN THE NEWS 


ERIC BETTELHEIM 


interests faced an uncertain future. 

While his freedom-fighting zeal may 
have been inspired by the Sixties counter- 
culture - he was “involved" in the civil 
rights movement - he emphasises that it 
was Enoch Powell whose words set him 
on his current course. 

During a speech at the Inner Temple 
in 1 992. Mr Powell expressed the view that 
field sports were a civil liberty under threat 
unless public opinion could be turned. 

Mr Bettclhetm’s answer was the Coun- 
tryside Business Group, which aimed to 
raise millions to give a louder voice to the 
hunting, shooting and fishing set. 

Drawing on his considerable net- 
working skills, Mr Bettclheim was able to 
sign up 10 founding raembere of the group, 
each prepared lo pay up £10,000. 

But it was always Mr Benelheim’s in- 
tention to mould the scores of field sports 
organisations into a “powerful, single- 
group lobby”, which has emerged in the 
form of the Countryside Alliance, which 
is organising Sunday's march. 

Meanwhile, he continues with bis owq 
crusade, giving more than 200 public pre- 
sentations on Lhc value of field sports. 

He believes that pari of the problem 
is the general public’s reluctance to face 
up to death. Hunting, he says, brings peo- 
ple in touch with death. “As my father was 
one of the many great minds to point out. 
without death life has no meaning." 

Leading article, page 20 





Ian Burrell Eric Bettelheim: Direct action 


Photograph: League Against Cruel Sports 


THE SAYINGS OF ERIC 
BETTELHEIM 

“IF YOU can sell death in packages called 
cigarettes, you can sell field sports." 

“1 grew up during the Vietnam protests 
and the civil rigics movement, and I saw 
they had to defend themselves like a mi- 
nority in the modem political and media 
terms." 

“The communists went into rural com- 
munities and tore them to shreds! What 
is rite difference between what is happen- 
ing in English farms and ccJlectivisationr 
“In my opinion this will be die biggest 
voluntary movement of people in this 
country since D-Day.” 

THE FRIENDS OF ERIC 
BETTELHEIM 

LORD STEEL of Aikwood, chairman 
of the Countryside Movement; the 
Duke of Westminster, Britain’s rich- 
est man who underwrote the Coun- 
tryside Movement; Sr Alick Rankin, 
chairman of General Accident and 
director designate of the new Coun- 
tryside Alliance; Jonny Weatherfay, 
chairman of the family firm which 
runs British racing. The Countryside 
Alliance, which is organising Sun- 
day's march is an amalgamation of 
the Countryside Movement, the 
Countryside Business Group and 
the 80,000-strong British Field 
Sports Society. 

THE ENEMIES OF ERIC 
BETTELHEIM 

ACTOR SIR JOHN GIELGUD, children’s 
presenter Michaels Strachan (above right), 
singer Mark Owen, anthropologist 
Desmond Morris, actor and playwright 
Colin Welland, television presenter Shaw 
Taylor, all are supporters of the Campaign 



for die Protection of Hunted Animals, 
which backs Michael Foster MPs bill to 
ban hunting widi hounds. 

WHERE HE LIVES 
MR BETTELHEIM lives in Knights- 
b ridge, and works for American law 
firm Mayer, Brown and Matt in a 
ninth floor office near St Paul's 
amid the grey towers of banks and 
financial institutions with barely a 
tree in sight. 

BRUNO, THE FATHER 
Renowned child psychologist who sur- 
vived Auschwitz and Dachau to emerge 
as an American sage and cultural hero. 
Ran the Orthogenic School in Chicago 
where he developed humane treatments 
for severely disturbed children. His writ- 
ings include The Uses of Enchantment, a 
work on the psychological function of 
fairy tales which has become a classic He 
also authored The Good Enough Parent 
while disinheriting his own daughter. 


Former yacht commodore celebrated birthday by strangling mother-of-two with a length of rope 


Yachtsman gets 
life for killing wife 
and faking suicide 


By Louise Jury 


WHEN mother-of-two Tina 
Longwortb disappeared under 
water as she overturned her sail- 
ing dinghy, her husband Paul 
was unmoved. “The only trou- 
ble is she’s coming up," he 
said. 

Three weeks later, the yachi- 
■ 1 ing commodore celebrated his 
37th birthday by strangling her, 
then attempting to fake her sui- 
cide. 

The truth began to unravel 
when police noticed strange 
scratches and bruises on her 
body. Yesterday, despite re- 
peated denials, Paul Long- 
worth, 38. received a life 
sentence for her murder. 

In a month-long trial at Liv- 
erpool Crown Court, the jury 
was told of the Longworths’ tur- 
bulent marriage through the 
gossipy conversations of the 
Southport Sailing Club in 
. Merseyside which was their so- 
cial life. After seven years to- 
gether, the marriage had run 


into difficulties. Longwortb ad- 
mitted to a friend, Dave Smith, 
that he had hit his wife and on 
another occasion, Mrs Long- 
worth accused her husband of 
raping her. 

As the marriage deteriorat- 
ed she began an affair with lo- 
cal firefighter Gary Silcock. 
“She met me for the same rea- 
son I met her - things were not 
right at home." Mr Silcock told 
<he court. “She didn’t want to 
leave Paul. She didn't want to 
hurt him and she couldn’t leave 
her children." 

That decision led to her 
death. Detective Inspector Bob 
Morrison, who investigated the 
murder, said he believed the 
couple had an argument on the 
morning of Paul Longwortb *s 
birthday. 

“He admitted be had ripped 
up a birthday card in front of his 
wife in the morning." the in- 
spector said outside court. 

“He went to work and when 
be came back the argument con- 
tinued." The killing itself was 


less a crime of passion than of 
temper, he said “He is a ruth- 
less and possessive man." 

What apparently happened 
was this: Longworth strangled 
his wife on the evening of 8 Jan- 
uary last year. He strung her 
body from the banisters of their 
home with a piece of sailing 
rope as their children, Abby, 
seven, and Matthew, five, slept 
near by. And be went for a birth- 
day drink at the sailing club for 
an alibi. On his return, he di- 
alled 999 sounding distraught 
and desperate and woke neigh- 
bours to demand their help. 

As a neighbour who was a 
nurse searched for Mrs Long- 
worth’s pulse, he sat on- the 
stairs, cradling her head and 
stroking her hair. 

Despite the absence of a 
note, police at first thought at 
first they were dealing with a sui- 
cide. Mrs Longworth had pre- 
viously received treatment for 
.a phobia about cancer and her 
husband claimed she was de- 
pressed. But the seeds of doubts 



Guilty as diarged: Paul Longworth, and the sailing dub that he visited after strangling his wife 


were sown when police became 
suspicious of the number of 
marks on her body. A post- 
mortem examination revealed 
36 separate injuries. The tone 
of her diary and letters to her 
grandfather were at odds with 
an interpretation of depres- 
sion and medical evidence sug- 
gested she had made a 
complete recovery from her Al- 
ness phobia. 

Longworth, who worked in 
an opticians, had at first pre- 


tended their marriage was per- 
fectly normal. When be was re- 
interviewed in the light of the 
suspicions, he admitted he and 
his wife had had a turbulent 
year. But he denied murder to 
the very end. 

After the case yesterday. De- 
tective Inspector Morrison said 
he believed the verdict was the 
right one. “Paul Longworth has 
been described as a ruthless and 
callous individual. The murder 
he committed and his actions 


since have proved that de- 
scription to be true. 

“Although I am obviously 
pleased with the result, the re- 
ality of today is that two young 
difldreo have, in effect, lost their 
father as well as their mother." 

He was surprised, he added, 
that the dead woman's family 
had supported Longwortb 
throughout the trial But that 
was testimony indeed to how 
plausible the killer's lies had 
been. 


New sacking drama 
at Opera House 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

THE DRAMAS at the Royal 
Opera House resumed yester- 
day as two of its key manage- 
ment figures were sacked. 

Keith Cooper, the director 
of sales and broadcasting, who 
became something of a cult fig- 
ure in the BBC fly on the wall 
documentary The House, was 
told to leave, as was director of 
finance Richard Hall. 

Ironically, Mr Cooper 
emerged in the BBC series as an 
aesthetic hatchet man, sacking 
staff or hinting darkly that they 
were not “intelligent enough" for 
the job. With his studied good 
looks, designer suits and mer- 
curial changes of mood, he be- 
gan to receive fan mail. .Arts 
Management Wxkly magazine re- 
ported that, for women of the 
chattering classes, Mr Cooper 
had replaced the surly Mr Dar- 
cy of Pride and Prejudice as the 
man they moa wanted to reform. 

Now he himself has been 
sacked. He was in charge of mar- 
keting the Royal Ballet season 
in Hammersmith foT which tick- 
ets sold very badly. Mr Hall car- 
ries less responsibility, as he has 
been there less than a year. 

The sackings have beeo au- 
thorised by the new ROH chair- 
man Sr Colin Southgate who was 
brought in by Chris Smith, the 
Secretary of State for Culture. 
Media and Sport, from EML and 
by chief executive Mary Allen. 


The ROH*s pre-Southgate 
management was roundly criti- 
cised by the House of Commons 
Culture Select Committee. But 
the harshest criticism was re- 
served for Mary Allen. Specu- 
lation was mounting last night 
over whether she would keep her 
job. How quickly she manages 
to build up a relationship with 
Sir Colin will be cruciaL 

The removal of Messrs 
Cooper and Hall and the res- 
ignation of the former chair- 
man. Lord Chadlington, and the 
entire board mean that the se- 
lect committee’s strictures and 
persistent criticism in the press 
have led to a near-complete 
turnover of senior manage- 
ment Rarely, if ever, in cultur- 
al life has public criticism been 
so swiftly followed by so many 
managerial changes. 

In its report published last 
December, the select committee 
expressed disbelief that the opera 
house, which handled £98m over 
the past five years, did not even 
produce monthly balance sheets. 
And it attacked management for 
not finding alternative accom- 
modation during the house’s 
present closure for a £2 14m re- 
development programme. 

Pelham Allen, who is on 
secondment to the opera bouse 
from chartered accountants 
Coopers and Lybrand, will now 
take over as finance director. 
The sales operation will be 
headed by director of external 
relations, Judy Grahame. 


Why pay retail prices? 



So you’ve decided you want a PC for your home or small 
office. That was easy. Then you found yourself trekking 
- from store to store in search of the best offer. 

But why pay retail prices? 

The two PCs on the right are from Fujitsu, one of the world’s largest PC companies. ft|itsu spends EmSfions each year on 
Research and Development resulting in the latest features at the lowest possible prices. 

The 1100 Pag e a ■ ^ penftjm® processors featured in these PCs guarantee power and performance. One model incorporates 

the very latest Intel Pentium® fi Processor technology. And both models come with FREE software including 

\ Microsoft Windows® 95, essential for both home and office use. 

Therefc also the option of paying in installments for as little as £28.35 a month* with an APR of just 16.2%. 
\ Order now from Action Computer Supplies, by Freephone 0800 66 11 55, freely 0800 88 11 22 or even on 

^ line via www^ction.com and you can expect an efficient service plus fast delivery nationwide. 

5000 braa& lead **# fy Can now for more details orto order your Fujitsu PC. 
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EASY PAYMENT TERMS 

CORDAffT A1 

CORDAffT A2 

APR 

162% 

APR 

162% 

Total Cash Price 

£845.00 

Totsi Cash Price 

£995.00 

Less Daws# 

£2835 

Less Deposit 

£33.39 

Amount of Croft 

£816.65 

Anxxtfi of CrecS 

£961.61 

Interest 

£203.95 

interest 

£240.43 

Total Craft Amort 

£1020.60 

Total Credit Amount 

£1202.04 

1 • > iu - | 


U : 1 

£3339 

Term 

36 months 

Term 

36 months 

Total Amount PavaUs 

£1048.95 

Total Amount Payable 

£1235.43 


Content A1 

• 200MHz Intel Pentium® 
processor with MMX™ tech- 
nology 

•512k Cache 

• 30 2Mb Graphics 
•32Mb RAM 
•2Gb IDE Hard Drive 

• 24 Speed IDE CD ROM Drive 

• 16 Bit Sound Card 

• 25 Vlfett Speakers 

• Mouse & Keyboard 

• 15" SVGA Monitor 
SOFTWARE INCLUDES 
•Microsoft Windows® 95 
■Microsoft Word 97/Wbrks 
V4J) Bundle 



Pentium 



MC VAT 


(£719.15 ex VAT) 

Cat Noe 68-74-47 



Pentium]! 



(E84&81 ex VAT) 
Cat to: 68-68-64 


Content A2 

• 233MHz Intel Pentium* B 
processor 

•512k Cache 
•4Mb SDRAM 3D Graphics 

• 32Mb RAM 

• 2Gb IDE Hard Drive 

•24 Speed IDE CD ROM Drive 
WCVAT. 16 Bft Sound Card 

• 25 WOT Speakers 

• Mouse & Keyboard 

• 15” SVGA Monitor 
SOFTWARE MCUIDED 

• Mcrosoft Windows® 95 

• Microsoft Word 97/Woite V4.D 
Bundle 
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Freephone Action now to order your Fujitsu Multimedia PC 

0800 66 11 55 


FUJITSU 



Prices is now outing 

www^ction.com BZSfai PCs * NOTEBOOKS • SERVERS 
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Publisher pledges not to censor Patten book 

i ® .«h=.rf«eace. John Major 
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By Andrew Buncombe and 
PariLMtCanh • 

/ CHRIS Patten’s memoirs, be- 
lieved to be scathing in its crit- 
icsm of the Chinese authorities, 
will be published in its entire- 
ly, his new publisher vowed last 
night 

Macmillan will formally an- 
nounce today that it is to pub- 
lish East and Hfert, after Mr 
Fatten switched from his pre- 


■ vious publishers HarpeiCollins 
to avoid censorship from Rupert 
Murdoch. 

Last night Macmillan's man- 
aging director, Ian Chapman, 
said that he knew Mr Patten was 
adamant his memoirs wcmld not 
be censored. “That is the basis 
on which we have taken the 
book and we are delighted to 
have done so,” he said. 

Meanwhile, there was grow- 
ing speculation that Mr Patten, 


whose time as Governor of 
Hong Kong brought Hfm Into 
conflict with Peking, may be 


i? — My 1 1 mi 

Mr Murdoch, possibly over a 
breach of contract 
All he would say last nig ht 
was: “People have only been 
told half the story so far." He 
earlier said: “I am adamant my 
book will be read the way I 
intended it to be read." 

The dispute between Mr 


Patten and Mr Murdoch, whose 
business interests in the RffEast 
including the Star TV satellite 
station have long led him to pla- 
cate the Chinese, emerged af- 
ter the East and West editor at 
HaiperCollins resigned after 
apparently being told to cut out 
the anti-Chinese comments. 

The Independent revealed 
yesterday that Stuart Proffitt, 
highly regarded in the publish- 
ing world, left after refusing the 


demands of senior executives to 
rewrite, or else have Mr Patten 
rewrite, those sections. It is 
understood those demands 
came m torn from Mr Murdoch. 

Mr Proffiu was yesterday un- 
available for comment. It is un- 
derstood he is staying away 
from London at his remote 
farmhouse in the Black Moun- 
tains on the Welsh border. Il is 
believed he will be taking 
HaiperCollins to an industrial 


tribunal following a breakdown 
in negotiations between the 
company and his lawyers. _ 
Colleagues at HaiperCoflms 
in Londo 0 knew Mr Proffitt bad 
been suspended two weeks ago. 
They were informed of his 
departure on Wednesday by 
an Internal memo. Harper- 

_ -i * . — J****t*T%aft 


to comment. The company said 
its chairman, Edward Be LI, was 
not due back until later today. 


The loss of Mr Patten’s book 

wnibeanmjorblowtot^ 

□any. Maanfllan considers ob- 
taining his memoirs a major 
coup. “It is a major po}** 
a very important book, 
Chapman, “The book wfll be a 
big promotion before it is p ^ 

Ifebed, sometime in the audOTn. 

Mr Patten’s departure from 
HarpeiCollins could also affect 
the future of other authors 

concerned about possible edr- 


K ]a*inshT« ith ^ Proffi - tt 1 

C but wm fZ 

that he would be staying pul- 



Murdoch interferes 
around the world 


Rupert Murdoch: Numerous promises of non-interference 


By Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

IT HAS passed into Fleet Street legend that 
on bis first night as owner of the Tones, Ru- 
pert Murdoch was being shown around the 
building when he came across the reading 
desk where proofs of the next day’s news- 
paper were piled up. After reading the 
leader which related to his own acquisition 
of the paper- and listed me holdings of oth- 
er newspaper groups - he took a pen from 
bis pocket and inserted the words “The 
Star" into the Express Group’s list. 

This tiny act took place just hours after 
he bad premised that he would not inter- 
fere with the editorial content of (he news- 
paper and was a sign of things to come. 

“The most charitable explanation of Mr 
Murdoch's attitude to a promise was that 
he meant it when he made it," wrote for- 
mer Times editor Harold Evans in his mem- 
oir Good Times Bad Times. And given all 
the promises of non-interference that Mr 
Murdoch has made in his career it is in- 
credible that anyone ever believed him. 

Even those such as former Sunday Times 
editor Andrew Neil who are credited with 
making his empire millions never become im- 
portant enough to avoid interference. In 1994 


the Sunday Times spent months investigat- 
ing and harassing the government of Malaysia 
1 over payments made in aid by Britain to get 
budding contracts for the Pergau Dam. 

These stories ran with other tales of cor- 
ruption from Malaysia which irritated the 
country’s Prime Minster Mahathir Mo- 
hanted. This irritation was passed on to Mr 
Murdoch, who needed Malaysia’s permis- 
sion for the expansion of his Asian satel- 
lite television station Star TV. Mr Neil left 
Mr Murdoch’s employ with a>£lm payoff 
and Star could broadcast in Malaysia. 

So if is hard to see how Mr Patten could 
be surprised by Mr Murdoch's willingness 
to sacrifice editorial integrity to the needs 
of Star TV In 1994 he dropped the BBC 
from Star’s Chinese broadcasts at the be- 
hest of the Communist leadership. 

And HarperCo Urns’ author list is not im- 
mune. Not for nothing have the daughter 
of Deng Xiaoping and Republican senate 
leader Newt Gyngrich received fet advances. 

The importance of Star to Mr Murdoch’s 
empire was underlined when he forecast in 
a biography thafin 10, maybe 15 years 1 hope 
it will be a bonanza”. That bonanza has pre- 
sumably helped him forget that he also once 
said satellite television was: “an unambigu- 
ous threat to totalitarian regimes everywhere." 



Chris Patten: Insistent on authorial freedom for his book East and West 


Train driver ignored signals that were set at caution 


THE driver of a train that 
crashed, killing a woman pas- 
senger, ignored signals to slow 
down and speeded up seconds 
before the impact, a court heard 
yesterday. 

Peter Afford was driving the 
four-coach train from London 


Euston to Milton Keynes when 
it hit an empty passenger train 
travelling in the opposite di- 
rection at 'Whtford Junction, 
Hertfordshire in August 1996, 
killing one passenger and in- 
juring more than 70 others. Mr 
Afford, 56. of Nonnansfield 


Close, Bushey, Herts, has plead- 
ed not guilty to manslaughter re- 
lating to the death of Ruth 
Snook, better known as Ruth 
Holland, 54, from, Hemel 
Hempstead. Brian E&ott-Cox 
QC. prosecuting at Luton crown 
court, claimed Mir Afford dis- 


regarded yellow signals and Ad- 
vanced Warning System lights 
and buzzers in his cab tefling him 
to slowdown in preparation for 
a red signal to stop. 

“Had Mr Afford obeyed 
those signals, you and I would 
not be here today,” Mr Escott- 


Cox told the jury. “ If Mr Af- 
ford had been obeying the yel- 
low signal he could have pulled 
up in comfort but he was actu- 
ally accelerating.” 
j Mr Escott-Cox said that Mr 

Afford bad just started his shift 
and was driving his first trainof 


the day, which left at about 5pm, 
on a line that he knew well. 

He claimed the driver was 
accelerating through a yellow 
light. Although he reacted 
quiddy and braked when be saw 
die red signal, Mr Escott-Cox 
said, “The die was already cast 


He was going too fast Putting 
his brakes on too late." 

Mr Afford’s train was re- 
quired to stop as an empty eight- 
carriage train, heading for 
Euston, was crossing in float of 
it Mr Escatt-Cos; completed his 
opening speech for the prose- 


cution by showing the jury a se- 
ries of photographs of the crash 
aftermath. He also showed a 
video, taken from the driver's cab 
of a train, travelling along the 
same line from Harrow to the 
collision spot at Wfctfard junction. 

The case continues today. 



1997 Top Direct Lender Over Two Years* - What Mortgage Magazine. 


Mortgage statement a bit hefty? 








tBth 

Here’s how you could save around £500 a year. 



• Since January' ’97 interest payments have risen and risen and risen. With one phone call 
to Direct Line you can start to bring them down again. 

• Our variable rate mortgage could save you around £500 a year. 

• No legal fees if you transfer your mortgage without moving 
house using our solicitors package. 

• We refund your standard valuation costs alter the 

mortgage is set up. 

• No arrangement, mortgage indemnity or early redemption fees. 

• You can borrow’ up to 90% of the value of your home. IRE CTLlMlI 

• So get your house in order. Call Direct Line now. 



Tkovwf (ook Ojjferf 

LOW COST 

FLIGHTS 

AUSTRALIA 


0181 649 9099 


LONDON 


0161 831 9099 


MANCHESTER 


0141 221 9099 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. 1NDI87 
www.direcdine.co.uk Direct Line Financial Services Limited, 250 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, G2 5SH. 


to ttitas. AnMte-ki tx&vft Stnthud WV MM ai, 

randomly motiaML Mw* Uwr red pWoiw m wfanb'm 

YOUR HOME- tS AT- RISK. IF YOU DO MOT KEEP .OP REPAYMENTS .OH A MORTGAGE OR OTHER UMt HCUHD ON II 



PERTH 


MELBOURNE 


DARWIN 


BRISBANE 


SYDNEY 


ADELAIDE 


HOBART 


ROUND THE WORLD 


MELBOURNE & LOS ANGELES 


FLIGHTS FR OM LONDON 


Hurry down to your local 
Thomas Cook shop or call / 
us for more details. / 


Thomas 
Cook 


agWWgM 

* 1 - 1,0 " w, ~ rtBn “**• »-«»■• =« « i».uu KWww _ — 













0*» ijJSk 


♦ 


n 



5/N E WS 



: a-.- 





Doctors warn of a new child vaccine risk 


/JHE INDEPENDENT 

FRIDAY^ 27 FEBRUA * V |99* 

' 


V 


By Jeremy Laurence 

Hearth Editor 

DOCTORS have discovered a 
new childhood disease which 
could be linked with a vaecine 
given to 600,030 children a year 

The disease, marked by an 
unusual inflammation of the 
gui, is associated with autism 
and could provide a clue to the 
origins of the devastating dis- 
order which results in Social 
withdrawal and difficulties in 
communication. 

Researchers at the R OV aJ 
Free Hospital, London, who 
have studied 12 children with 
the syndrome say that in eight 
the symptoms appeared soon af- 
ter vaccination with MMR 
which is given at age 12 to 15 
months to protect against 
measles, mumps and rubella. 
They claim to be the first in the 
world to identify Lhe svndrome 
which they say has emerged 
since the start of the MMR vac- 
cination programme in 1988. 

However, at a press confer- 
ence called by the hospital yes- 
terday to publicise the findings, 
published in the Lancet. docturN 
were divided about the impli- 
cations. Most of those involved 
in the study say MMR vacci- 
nation should continue but Dr 
Andrew Wakefield, leader of 
the team, said it should be di- 
vided into its three component 
parts and given separately. 

The hypothesis is tha’i the 
combined vaccine delivers a 
jolt to the child’s developing im- 
mune system which could be re- 
duced if it were divided. Dr 
Wakefield said: “Vaccination 
should continue, but it will put 
children at no further risk if it 
is dissociated into three." 

A commentary in the jour- 
nal, which is sceptical aboutthc 
study, says the link with MMR 
has not been proved and warns 
of a “social tragedy" if the pub- 
lic shun immunisation. The first 
symptoms of autism common- 
ly appear in the second year of 
life, about the lime MMR is giv- 
en. leading to the possibility of 
a false association. Before im- 
munisation against measles was 
introduced, the disease killed 
around 90 children a year. 

Dr Simon Murch. paedia- 
trician and co-author of the pa- 
per said there was insufficient 
evidence to justify a switch to 
single vaccines. “The link is un- 



From MMR 
to autism 


V. 


Changed person: Matthew Poulter with his mother Rochelle, who is convinced that MMR 


vaccine caused her son’s autism 


Photograph: Andrew Hasson 


Case study 


ROBERT MILES was one of the first chil- 
dren to receive the MMR vaccination in De- 
ccmber 1989. He was 14 months old and an 
alert, lively and intelligent child according 
to his father. Richard, a dealer in fine art 
and antiques, writes Jeremy La u ranee. 

“Within two weeks he had lost his speech 
and started bumping into the furniture. He 
seemed to lose his sense of balance. Then 
he became more and more withdrawn. He 
didn't appear to be listening." Eventually 
autism was diagnosed, and he also developed 
bowel problems. 

Mr Miles, 42, of west London, said: “ We 
have a video of Robert before the vaccina- 
tion and there is no question of him having 
bad any signs of the disorder earlier which 
were unrecognised. We are convinced it was 
caused by the MMR vaccination." 

Matthew Poulter was 15 months, old when 
he was vaccinated with MMR. His mother 
Rochelle, of Brighton, said: “He had been 
a sociable child but his speech just stopped. 
He was not saying anything, just grunts and 
moans. I am convinced it was the MMR. 
There was no other trauma that could pos- 
sibly have caused it." 

Both Matthew, now aged seven and 
Robert, now aged nine, have been granted 
legal aid to sue the manufacturers of the vac- 
cine. Theirs are among 300 cases being han- 
dled by Richard Barr, a partner in Norfolk 
solicitors Dawbarns. Mr Barr said: “We have 
been approached by 1,300 families and we 
are processing cases as fast as we can." 


proven and measles is a killing 
infection. If this precipitates a 
scare and immunisation rates go 
down then, as night follows 
day, measles will return and chil- 
dren will die.” 

Dr Wakefield, reader in ex- 
perimental gaslro-enierology, 
said he had studied a further 48 
children, 46 of whom had the 
syndrome, and had 700 referrals 
awaiting investigation. 

An earlier study by the team 
had suggested that the measles 
virus was implicated in Crohn’s 
disease and that the rise in cas- 
es of that disease could be linked 
with measles vaccination. How- 
ever, other investigators have 
failed to replicate Lhe findings, 
according to the Lancet. 

Dr Wdtefield said: “After 
that study appeared I received a 


number of calls from parents 
whose children had lost acquired 
skills and speech shortly after 
MMR vaccination. They also had 
bowel problems. They all told 
precisely the same story. 1 
thought I should investigate." 

Tests revealed they all had 
the same, previously unseen, gut 
disorder which the researchers 
have called ilcal-lymphoid- 
nodular hyperplasia, which is 
similar to Crohn’s. 

Professor Aric Zucfcerman, 
dean of the Royal Free Medical 
School, said hundreds of mil- 
lions of people around the 
globe had taken measles and 
MMR vaccines without damage. 
“I think caution is essentiaL Un- 
til robust vtrofogicai evidence 
is available [to implicate MMR] 
this remains a hypothesis." 


Emotive and controversial issue 
that splits medical profession 
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THE possibility that the child- 
hood vaccination programme 
may be causing damage or dis- 
ease in sofne children is one of 
the most emotive in medicine. 
It highlights the tension between 
public health doctors seeking 
the best for whole populations 
and clinical physicians trying to 
do their best for each patient. 

Dr .Andrew Wakefield, a 
gastroenterologist who has 
conducted research in the field 
for a decade, is driven by the be- 
lief that casualties of the vacci- 
nation programme must be 
recognised and supported. 

He said yesterday: “ll is a 
moral issue with me. Lf there are 
children who are damaged by 
these preventive measures they 
have to be listened to, investi- 
gated and treated. I know it 
makes it difficult for the pub- 
lic health doctors [promoting 


vaccination] but there is noth- 
ing to be done about lL” 
Professor Arie Zuckerman, 
dean of Lhe Royal free and a vi- 
rologist. who chaired yesterday's 
press conference but was not a 
member of the research team, 
takes the opposite view and up- 
braided his colleagues for fail- 
ing to emphasise the dangers of 
measles and the protective ben- 
efits of vaccination. “Hundreds 
of millions of doses of these vac- 
cines have been given world- 
wide. both separately and in 
combination, and they have 
been shown to be safe." he said. 
The work of the Royal Free 
team remains controversial 
within the scientific communi- 
ty. Their 1994 study linking 
measles infection with Crohn’s 
disease, also published in the 
Lancet . was criticised in a review 
of research in the British Med- 


ical Journal in January which 
declared the hypothesis dead. 

When the latest paper was 
received by the Lance t last Au- 
gust it was sent to four experts 
for peer review, and was dis- 
cussed by the editorial com- 
mittee on three occasions. 
Critics said it should not be pub- 
lished because it was based on 
a small sample of patients at 
tract ed to a hospital department 
known to have an interest in 
their condition. 

The Department of Health 
said last night that there would 
be no alteration to the vacci- 
nation programme. The Com- 
mittee on Safety of Medicines 
and the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation 
had kept in close touch with the 
work at the Royal Free and nei- 
ther had advised any change. 

— Jeremy Laurance 
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Dobson issues blood plasma 
warning to protect patients 


VACCINE makers were urged 
yesterday to avoid using UK 
blood products to protect pa- 
tients from the “theoretical 
risk" of contracting the human 
form of mart-cow disease from 
contaminated Wood products. 

Frank Dobson, Secretary of 
State for Health, said the new 
measures were “precaution- 
ary” and insis ted there was no 
evidence that new-variant CJD 
could be spread through blood. 

The move was announced af- 
ter advice from the UK Com- 
mittee on Safety of Medicines, 
which has advised the Govern- 
ment to import plasma, the 
fluid in which 33 licensed blood 
products are derived. Mr Dob- 
son stressed that die measures 
recommended by the commit- 
tee are only precautionary and 

do not mean that UK blood and 

Hood products are unsafe. 

The pla sma is derived from 
between 20,000 and 66,000 do- 
nations and the Government 



Frank Dobson: Precautions 


will also be extending blood 
product recalls to include 
donors being strongly “sus- 
pected" of having new variant 
CJD and not just recalls based 
on confirmed cases only. 

He said: "We have no evi- 
dence to show that new variant 
CJD can be transmitted via 
blood products or blood - the 
risk remains only hypothetical. 


Bm we must proceed on the 
principle that it is better to be 
safe than sorry. If there is even 
a hypothetical risk and there are 
available safe alternative 
sources of products, then it 
makes sense to use them." 

Mr Dobson, accepting the 
committee's advice, has decid- 
ed that the NHS Bio Products 
Laboratory, part of the National 
Blood Service, will be allowed 
to import plasma to manufac- 
ture blood products. 

He also announced the result 
of a review of the NH£Ts provi- 
sion of the blood product Factor 
VXD. used to treat haemophilia. 
He said: “The Haemophilia 
Society ... have highlighted their 

concern about blood-borne 
infections. Though the risk of 
new variant CJD is hypothetical, 
nevertheless the fear of it is very 
real to this group, which has pre- 
viously been affected by both 
HTV and hepatitis C transmitted 
from Factor VIII." 
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Uqlhappy confinement for 
the artist known as Leon 


DRAWINGS and graffiti by a man liv- 
ing in a plywood box for art go on show 
this week, writes Kate Watson-Smyth. 

The artist, known only as Leon, 
emerged from his isolation on Monday 
after-a week without food and having 
thrown a tantrum so violent that the 
gallery was forced to close. 

Visitors to Brighton Media Centre 
had to be ushered away from the 7ft by 
7ft crate when Leon began hurling 
abuse at onlookers. Nicky Tolton, op- 
erations manager, said Leon had been 
angered by people banging on his box 
to see his reaction. 

“He just lost his rag,” she said. “He 
was screaming abuse and banging on 
the side of his box with a tin pot which 
he used as a loo. It was quite frighten- 
ing and we decided that it would be best 

to close the gallery for two hours until 
be calmed down.” 

The 30-year-old artist said he had 
suffered for art to make a comment on 
how mankin d manipulated the indi- 
vidual Leon’s work will be on the In- 
ternet from today at wwwjsquaLcom/cfi. 


A marts world: Inside the 7ft by 7ft box in Brighton He^Tia Centre where 
Leon, right, spent a week without food Photographs: David Rose 
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Statistics 

distorted 

by police 


By Jason Bennetto and 
Paul Rees 

A POLICE force has been 
caught distorting their crime fig- 
ures by exaggerating the num- 
ber of offences they solved 
while down-playing the total 
committed. 

The Independent under- 
stands that Nottinghamshire 
Constabulary is to be censured 
for “cooking’* their books fol- 
lowing a police investigation. 
Some of the force’s divisions 
! have been bending rules to re- 
duce the number of recorded 
crimes, particularly burglaries, 
attempted break-ins. car thefts 
and domestic violence, the in- 
quiry found. This is believed to 
be the first time a force has been 
found to have exaggerated their 
crime fighting record. 

In a separate development 
Nottinghamshire police are to 
be accused of discriminating 
against black officers. Black 
and Asian officers with the 
force say there is a SO per cent 
chance of them being investi- 
j gated or disciplined, in contrast 
1 to white officers have only a 5 
per cent chance. 

Bedfordshire Police, which 
discovered the distortion of 
crime figures, has urged the 
Home Office to introduce a uni- 
form counting system. 

The report, which was over- 
seen by the Police Complaints 
Authority, found that in an at- 
tempt to improve Notting- 
hamshire's crime record - it has 
the second highest number of 
recorded crimes per head of 
population in Britain - it had 
bent the rules in some divisions. 

This included recording a se- 
ries of similar offences, such as 
burglaries along a row of hous- 
es, as one offence, and at- 
tempted house and vehicle 
break-ins as “criminal dam- 
age". Offences of criminal dam- 
age involving loss or less than 
£2(1 are not recorded. 

The report is understood to 
have said officers were “actively 
discouraged" from exposing 


questionable practices, which 
were “allowed to continue and 
were not condemned". 

The investigation, however, 
found that there was no evi- 
dence that officers acted in a 
corrupt manner or that police 
chiefs attempted to cover up 
complaints or wrong doing. 

Peter McKay, the clerk of 
the Police Authority, said: 
“There are issues to consider 
about the way in which Not- 
tinghamshire, as well as the 
whole country, records crime." 

“Perhaps it has resulted in 
under-reporting crime and 
over-reporting detected crime “ 

Colin Bailey. Notting- 
hamshire’s Chief Constable 
said: “We have ... ensured that 
our practices and procedures 
stand up to scrutiny. This has 
particularly been addressed 
through a new crime-recording 
policy and the creation of an in- 
ternal inspectorate to oversee 
quality management" 

Complaints that black police 
officers in Nottinghamshire are 
being discriminated against will 
be made at the first meeting be- 
tween Jack Straw, the Home 
Secretary, and the Black Police 
Association in the next few- 
wee ks. 

Inspector Paul Wilson, the 
chairman of the BPA, is due to 
tell Mr Straw that despite the 
high numbers of investigations 
in Nottinghamshire only one 
non-white officer, an Asian po- 
lice constable in 1981, has ever 
been convicted of a crime. 

The Nottinghamshire force 
has more than 2J54 officers, 
only about 30 of Lhem are black 
or Asian. 

Between 13 and 15 of the 
non-white officers have been in- 
vestigated or disciplined. Oth- 
ers, who have now left the 
force, also came under suspicion 
while they were serving. 

An Asian detective recently 
registered his intention to start 
industrial tribunal proceedings 
for ratnsrn after being accused 
of misconduct. Four weeks azo 
he was cleared of the charge. 
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-crazy fans paying out £1 ,300 a yekr 



g down. Sales of specialist magazines are slipping in the face of competition from newspapers Photograph: Rui Xavier 

Magazines relegated in readership league 


By Paul McCann 

Media C:rr-?-.p.;-«.J?nt 


THE heightened interest in football has hud 
the perverse effect of threatening ihe fu- 
ture of some of Britain's best known foot- 
ball magazines. 

In the blest round of circulation figures, 
football magazines are looking as ragged 
us a Tottenham defence: Shoot lust 2(1.5 per 
cent of its sales in the lust six months ot 
1997; Match dropped 23.5 per cent: Snc- 
cer Stars fell 22 per cent: Tola) Football went 
down 1 1.7 percent and TotalSport lost 10.4 
per cent. 

Only the original of the new breed of 
3dull football monthlies, FimrFnur 7i»v*. and 


the club magazines dedicated to Man- 
chester United and Liverpool managed to 
buck the trend. 

These falling sales are a long way from 
the optimism of a few years ago when the 
men's magazine boom provoked publish- 
ers to pile into football magazines like they 
were a foreign transfer market. 

Some believe that the magazines in- 
evitably suffer because their advance print 
deadlines make them less than topical. 
Some even say h is because of the difficulty 
of making anything a footballer says sound 
intelligent and interesting. 

However Paul Simpson, editor of Four 
Four 7ii*i. believes the reason for the 
slump is much simpler; “You just have to 


look at the proliferation of extensive sports 
sections in newspapers over the last three 
years. The pages devoted to sport have 
probably increased tenfold as newspapers 
try to use sport as part of the circulation 
war. They arc using them to get readers to 
sample their newspaper, and are promot- 
ing heavily off the back of their sports cov- 
erage. Only a few years ago, the coverage 
was mainly match reports. Now they are do- 
ing the longer features that used to belong 
in magazines." 

The magazines do not even have a World 
Cup frenzy to look forward to. So many spe- 
cial supplements and one-off magazines are 
produced during the finals that they arc like- 
ly to see only a small uplift in sales. 
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FOOTBALL -CRAZY Man- 
chester United fans are spend- 
ing an average of more than 
£1300 a year to support their 
team. 

A survey of Premiership 
clubs shows that all fans are 
spending over 17 percent more 
than they were two years ago on 
football - but most do not seem 
to mind. 

The survey, by the Sir Nor- 
man Chester Centre for Foot- 
ball Research in Leicester, 
highlights the huge disparities 
in the amounts charged and 
spent by clubs and their sup- 
porters in the pursuit of soccer 
pleasure. 

Manchester United, cur- 
rently the country’s most suc- 
cessful team, inevitably attract 
the most support, both finan- 
cially and spiritually. 

With a merchandising shop 
at Old Trafford that stocks 
everything from Manchester 
United bedspreads to Man- 
chester United wallpaper, it is 
hardly surprising that the 
spending of the average season- 
tickethokler amounts to £ 1 ,374. 

That comprises £1.250 spent 
on a season ticket (£330 a year 


The rebranding of Britain’s national 
game has not come cheap. Steve 
Boggan and Duncan Lennard report 


for home games), the cost of 
travelling to matches home and 
away and the cost of tickets to 
away games. On top of that, 
diehard fans are forking out an 
average of £1 26 a year on club 
merchandising. 

Despite the fact that the na- 
tionwide cost of replica shirts 
ranges from about £40 to £80, 
fans are still buying them by the 
millions. 

At Newcastle United. 
73 per cent of season-tick- 
etholders reported buying a 
replica shirt during the 1 996/97 
season, compared with just 38 
per cent of Southampton fans. 

The Office of Fair Trading 
announced this week that it was 
to investigate allegations of 
price-firing among soccer clubs 
and shirt manufacturers. 

Fans’ annoyance at teams 
changing their strip several 
times a year is well document- 
ed. but the survey, conducted 


for the FA Premier League, 
shows that while 9 per cent of 
supporters express disapproval 
at their club’s merchandising 
policies, only 5 per cent actually 
oppose it. 

la the spending/cost league, 
Chelsea come runners-up to 
Manchester United, with season 
ticket-holders laying out a total 
of £1,144 on attending match- 
es and in the club shop. 

The amount spent by sup- 
porters has climbed to an av- 
erage of £689, with the cost of 
a season ticket rising on aver- 
age by £31. to £293. Chelsea and 
Spurs are the only clubs charg- 
ing more than £400 - £447 for 
a Stamford Bridge seat and £413 
at While Hart Lane. The cost 
of a match ticket has risen too. 
typically from £15 to £17. 

John Wiliams, head of the 
research team at the Sir Nor- 
man Chester Centre, said: “We 
still can't find much active op- 


position to merchandising. 
Only 9 per cent of fans do not 
approve, while 64 per cent 
think the level of merchandis- 
ing is OK." 

The survey also studied sup- 
porters’ views on the reinlro- 
d action of terracing (3S percent 
were in favour) and stadium ap- 
proval rates (73.1 percent liked 
recent changes). 

There were disappoint- 
ments, however, in continued ef- 
forts to increase attendances 
among women and ethnic mi- 
nority groups. 

The survey found that only 
one supporter in 12 was female 
- the same as last year - and 
only 1 per cent of fans come 
from ethnic minorities, despite 
the fact that they comprise 53 
per cent of the national popu- 
lation. 

“Of course this is disap- 
pointing, the same as if you are 
walking doWn the street and you 
hear a racist remark," said Pe- 
ter Leaver. Premier League 
chief executive. 

“Racism is part of life, 
and will not disappear 
overnight. We just have to 
keep working at it.” 
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BUY A BED 
* GET ONE FREE H 

Spend £299 or more on any bed and we’ll give J 
you a folding visitors bed worth £79.95 absolutely free! 


Silentnight Serene 

Double size storage bed. Mattress contains unique ‘No Roll 
Together* Ultimate Sleep System. Base has two side drawers 
and large end drawer. 

_ WAS £ 599.95 

Cumfilux Ortho Crown 

Double end drawer bed. The quilted mattress has firm 
gauge Bonnel coil springs and quality fillings on a firm 
top base. Providing firm comfortable support. 
was f6.59.9s 

Dorlux Mayfair 

King size bed with unique Flexiform spring system 
mattress. The fully sprung base contains 4 large storage 
drawers. 

WAS £799.95 

Sealy Countess 

Double sprung edge bed with luxury fillings. 

Posturepedic sprung mattress. The Torsion sprung base 
has two storage drawers. 

. WAS £859.95 

Simmons Miami a As shown above 

Backcare double bed. Contourflex spring system with 
660 firm gauge individual pocketed springs, 5 layers of 
upholstery and fully sprung base. 

was £999.95 



STAR 

BUY 

£299.95 


STAR 

BUY 

£329.95 


STAR 

BUY 

£399.95 


STAR 

BUY 

£429.95 


STAR 

BUY 

£499.95 


HALF 

PRICE 


HALF 

PRICE 


ears 01 Interest Free Credit 


Only ls% deposit now when you spend £500 or 


more" 


Allied CARPETS 


3d ^ eats ol Inspirational Choices tor your Horne 


For your nearest Allied Bed stockist call free on 0800 1 92 1 92 
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Legal aid curbs 
to cut NHS bill 




By Cotin Brown 

Chief Fblmcal Correspondent 

THE Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Irvine of Lairg, is planning to 
limit the legal aid in medical 
negligence cases to specialist 
lawyers in an attempt to reduce 
the £2Q0m cost of such cases to 
the NHS. 

The move is supported by 
Frank Dobson, the Health Sec- 
retary, who yesterday warned 
against Britain following the 
American system where claims 
for medical negligence are plen- 
tiful but only half of the com- 
pensation reaches the patients. 

The restrictions on legal aid 
for medical negligence cases to 
be proposed next week ina con- 
sultation paper could alarm 
patients, who may have to trav- 
el greater distances to have 
their cases taken up by specialist 
lawyers, and it will upset 
lawyers. 

The Law Society has a pan- 
el of about ion lawyers who spe- 
cialise in complicated medical 
negligence cases, but it said yes- 
terday it was against restricting 
people's access to legal help. 

Lord Irvine’s consultation 
paper will water down the 
threat made last year to with- 
draw all legal aid from civil cas- 
es. although legal aid will be 
withdrawn for personal injury 
cases, where there is a growing 
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Irvine: aim to reduce costs 

market in conditional fee in- 
surance, under winch clients 
take out insurance costing 
around £100 for claims for 
accidents. 

Ministers looked at the pos- 
sibility of extending this idea to 
medical negligence but have 
been persuaded that it would be 
too expensive for patients. 
Some experts have estimated 
the insurance cover against los- 
ing a case for medical negli- 
gence could cost from £5,000 to 
£20,000, debarring the poor 
from taking action. 

The Law Society said such 
litigation was highly complex, 
and vehemently denied lawyers 
were seeking high profits from 
such cases. 

The Health Secretary has 
met Lord Irvine to discuss pos- 
sible action in reducing the 


cost of medical claims nowise- ~ 
ing doctors. Mr Dobson, in a 
speech issued yesterday, said: 
“At present clinical negligence 
is costing the NHS around 
£200m a year. Wfe\re to stop 
that figure rising.” 

With the Lord Chancellor 
ready to launch his consultation 
exerdse with lawyers, Mr Dob- 
son appealed to everyone in- 
volved in the health sendee 
including patients to put for- 
ward their views on how to re- 
duce the threat of litigation in 
the NHS. “Ws Ve gotto act now 
before things get out of hand. 
Otherwise, the cost to the NHS 
will be enormous.” 

The Health Secretary said 
that the harm went further 
than the cost of legal action, by 
involving doctors in lengthy pe- 
riods in court, instead of in hos- 
pital, treating patients. 

Mr Dobson said doctors felt 
increasingly threatened by ac- 
tions, and were practising “de- 
fensive medicine”. He said: 
“Instead of asking themselves 
what's best for this patient, 
they are increasingly looking 
over their shoulder and asking 
how it will this look in court.” 

Only 17 per cent of medical 
negligence cases succeed in 
court, and Mr Dobson said the 
lawyers were the only ones to 
benefit from the 83 per cent of 
cases which failed. 
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Martin McGulnness yesterday: Loyalists are urging Tony Blair to delay meeting the Sinn Fein negoiator 


Photograph: Brian Hams 





NOW DIRECT FROM PC WORLD! 

You can now get the latest technology at factory prices AND still get 
the very best in service. Try before you buy. take your new PC home today. 

PLUS FREE 12 MONTHS ON-SITE SERVICE. 
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A Advent 

233MHz Intel Pentium ' II Processor 


• 32Mb SDRAM • 51 2k Cache • 3.2Gb UDMA HDD 

• 24 x Panasonic CD-ROM • Intel LX Motherboard 

• 15" Digital Monitor • 5QW PMP0 Speakers 

• 4Mb 3D AGP ATI Rage Pro Graphics • 33.6Kbps Modem 

• MS Windows 95plu5 Lotus SmartSuite^ morning 3D, 

Compton's Encyclopedia and more MODEL: 8300 

£999“ I £1173.83 


I 9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION' I 


Also available ADVENT 8330 mm 

As above but with; 

• 64Mb SDRAM * ELOZ.58 

• 52Gb UDMA HDD 


9 MONTHS INTcREST FREE OPTION 


FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE CALL 


■ ABERDEEN 

■ BIRMINGHAM 
JUNC 9 OFF M6 


I EAST KILBRIDE 

■ SHNBU8GH 

■ GATESHEAD 

■ GLASGOW 

■ HUDDStSREID 


■ MANCHESTER IPOOLi 

IMERRfHRX- I 

DUDLEf I READING 

■ NORTH SHIELDS BSHffFKO 

■ NORTHAMPTON ISL0UGH 


■ SnXXP0KT 

■ STOKE 

■ SWINDON 


■ CHATHAM ■IPSWICH 

■ COLCHESTER USDS 


■ DONCASTER 


LONDON AREA 


I PETERBOROUGH ■GUILDFORD ■ 
IPUHOUIH ■ LAKE9DE ICR0YD0N 
I PORTSMOUTH ■ 5DIPLE5 CORNER 1 05ED 


PCWORLJ 

THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE | 


IUMJ II KJfflHSWHBT HB OPIUM - *1 

APR 
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Blair and Ahem set 

sights on referendum 


1 A Advent 1 

333MHz Intel Pentium" II Processor Qj 

1 A Advent 1 

| 233MHz AMD K6 MMX'" Enhanced Processor | 

• 64Mb SDRAM • 512k Cache 

• 6.4Gb UDMA HDD • 56Kbps Modem 

• 24 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• Intel IX Motherboard • 15” Digital Monitor 

• 4Mb 3D AGP ATI Rage Pro Graphics 

• 50W PMPO Speakers 

• MS Windows 95 plus Lotus SmartSuite, 

Incoming 3D, Compton's Encyclopedia and more 
MODEL: 8500 

• Desktop case • 32Mb EDO RAM 

• 512k Cache • 3.2Gb HDD 

• 24 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• 15” Digital Monitor 

• 5QWPMPO Speakers 

• 4Mb 5D ATI Graphics 

• 33.6Kbps Modem 

• MS Windows 95 plus Lotus SmartSuite 

MODEL: K500 


ft M EX- i /’"X ‘“■‘TINC. VAT 

£1529 £1/96.58 


1 12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION^! 

| 9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* | 


By Colin Brown 

TONY BLAIR and Bertie Ah- 
ern, the Irish Prime Minister, 
last night agreed to go ahead 
with a referendum on both 
sides of the border, pencilled in 
for 7 May, in spite of the sus- 
pension of Sinn Fein from the 
cross-party talks. 

Mr Blair yesterday said he 
remained “cautiously, perhaps ; 
stubbornly optimistic” in spite 
of the renewed killing? in bomb- 
ings in the province. “Northern 
Ireland tears at my heart,” he 
said before meeting Mr Ahem. 

The two governments will 
present the parties with a paper 
setting out their bass for a set- 
tlement before the end of 
March, and last night the two 
leaders made it clear they were 


Inquiry 
on party 
funding 


By Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

BRITAIN’S two biggest parties 
should be forced to cut spending 
by half at the next general elec- 
tion, Labour told Lord NeflTs in- 
quiry into political funding 
yesterday. Advocating far more 
transparency, the party also 
called for the abolition of blind 
trusts by which it funded its own 
fronlhench (cams in opposition. 
A central plank of its proposals 
was an electoral commission to 
review funding constantly. 

The party's submission to 
the Commissioner for Standards 
in Public Life set a £I5m limit on 
national spending by parties at 
a general election, but did not say 
on what time-scale- Labour spent 
£27m in the (wo and a half years 
before the 1997 election while the 
Tories spent OUm in a year. 

Both Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats have pointed to the 
Tories as the worst offenders on 
secrecy and dubious donations. 


keeping up the peace momen- 
tum. “Provided we keep focused 
on the substance and fixed on 
the deadline, a settlement re- 
mains not just possible, but it is 
the only logical outcome of the 
process under way," said Mr 
Biair's spokesman. 

Downing Street said no de- 
cision had been reached over 
the Sinn Fein demand to see Mr 
Blair before its representatives 
are allowed to rejoin the talks 
process on 9 March. 

Earlier the UDP, who were 
suspended for the talk&overloy- 
alist killings, urged Mr Blair not 
to meet Sinn Fein leaders before 
their suspension was complete. 
The threat of a Unionist walk- 
out could prevent Mr Blair from 
meeting Geny Adams or Mar- 
tin McGuinhes in spite of their 



Neill: Party funding Inquiry 

But there was Conservative 
anger last night over a propos- 
al covering “third parties” which 
they said would allow unre- 
stricted trade union funding of 
Labour's election campaigns. 

Labour's document also said 
foreign donations should not be 
allowed from individuals, and 
only from companies if they had 
significant business in Britain. 

The Liberal Democrats pro- 
posed a £50,000 limit cm polit- 
ical donations, publication of all 
donations of more than £1,000 
and a limit of £4m during the 
immediate run-up to elections. 
They also wanted state fandino 
which would give each partv 
£2m per year. The Tories are ex- 
pected to meet today's deadline 
for submissions. 


H aims it could happen soon. 

One option could be for Mr 
Blair to meet them shortly be- 
fore they are due to return to 
the talks on ^ March. The 
warning against an earlier meet- 
ing will be reinforced today by 
David Trimble, (he Ulster 
Unionist leader, in separate 
talks with Mr Blair at Downing 
Street and Mr Ahern, who was 
stopping overnight in Londun. 

The Taoiseach said the talks 
with Mr Blair concentrated on 
the paper which will propose 
cross-border bodies, an assem- 
1 bly in the North, a council of the 
islands, and continuing north- 
south meetings between the two 
governments and officials. The 
two governments are anxious for 

agreement before' the marching 
season starts at Easier. 


Rail link 
gets new 
deadline 

By Colin Brown 


JOHN PRESCOTT last night 
gave the consortium contract- 
ed to build the £fibn high-speed 
rail link to the Channel Tunnel ^ 
a further month to rescue the 
scheme from collapse. 

It is believed the consortium 

“ asking more financial aid 

from the European Investment 

Bank on the grounds that the 
link is a vital part of the Euro- 

Pe Tn. Slrategic rail network 
m- deputy Prime Minister 
was funous last month when he 
was faced with a demand bv 
London and Continental Rail' 
ways for a government bail-out 
of an extra £J.2bn. RefusimTio 
commit any m0 re taxpayers: 
irwney, he gave LC R 30 davs u> 
come up with a rescue JA. 
hut with the deadline du^^i 
today, Mr Prescot T Crul 
he would allow the com" 011 nccd 

•H 31 March « 
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MPs protest at BBC changes 

Bv Anthanv Raui-. ' I * 


By Anthony Bevins 

political Editor 

TH E BBC and a Commons se- 
lect oommiucc were heading for 
a showdown last night after MPs 
protested over plans to shunt 
Yesterday in Parliament into Ra- 
dio 4’s long-wave “ghetto”. 

Gerald Kaufman, Labour 
chairman of the Commons Cul- 
ture. Media and Sport Com- 
mittee. told senior BBC 
officials: “You plan to consign 
this coverage to the ghelto of 


long-wave radio.” He demand- 
ed awrmen undertaking from 
Sir Christopher Bland, the BBC 
chairman, that no changes 

would be made to parliamentary 

coverage until the committee 
had made its report - but Sir 
Christopher last night rejected 
that request, saying it would “se- 


Network Radio BBC' rw 

he planned charted ^ ended 
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Radio 4 covering ° n 
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Camelot 

told: stop 
sales to 
children 


By^osa Prince 

N^IONAL Lottery organis- 
" s ^ ameI ° l were yesterdaytdld 

to do more to stop children buy- 
ing tickets and scratch cards. The 
!^5 mn f the lotteiy regulator 
Ofiot followed new research 
showing that 50 per cent of chil- 
dren between 12 and 15 have 
bought a scraichcard illegally 

of ??, kcr * aclin S director 
of Oflot following the resigna- 
oon earlier this month of Peter 
Davis, said Camelot must work 
harder to stop sales to children. 
He said: “Camelot have been do- 
tng things that are designed to 
get a handle on the problem. But 
the figures do suggest that not 
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THE BIG G AMBLE 

■ More than 70 per cent 
of the adult population 
play the lottery every 
week, spending around 
£IOOm on the Saturday 
and Wednesday draws and 
on scratch cards. 

■ Since November 1994 
523 millionaires have been 
created. 

■ The largest single win. 
£20m. went to the Benson 
family of Hull. 

■ Just under 50 per cent 
of Q- to 15-year-olds have 
bought Instant scratch 
cards illegally. And 40 per 
cent have played the on- 
line lottery game. 

■ 5 per cent of children 
under 16 have a problem 
with gambling - 2 per cent 
are addicted to scratch- 
cards. 


- enoiJ gh ts being done. It is ob- 
viously of some concern to us.” 

‘ A spokesman for Camelot 
said; “Camelot has always been 
f~ committed to preventing under- 
c 3gc sales and we believe we have 
Z . , rnost rigorous age controls 
D m the lotteiy industry.” 

! . 9 ame * ot currently runs a 

e h °tline for people who believe 
a retailer is selling to under-age 
r customers. But the spokesman 

- admitted only 26 outlets have 
r had their franchise removed for 
c supplying tickets to children 

- since the lottery began. 

Research commissioned by 
> Oflot and conducted by gam- I 
1 bhng expert Dr Sue Fisher re 
: veaJ ed that 2 per cent of the 
1 0.000 children surveyed had a 
serious problem with scratch- 
cards - gambling to the extent 
that relationships with family 
and friends, and school work, 
were affected. 

Paul Bellringer, director of 
the gambling support group 
Gam care, said scratchcaiti ad- 
diction damaged children _ 
lives. He said: “It is quite dev- 
astating. First they use up all 
their own money, then they steal 
from the family and finally they 
steal from the outside. They will 
often start absenting them 
selves from school and become 
isolated from their friends." 

After Tracey M aldn becam 
a millionaire at the age of 16 
when she scooped the lotteiy 
jackpot last month, fears have 
grown that younger and younger 
children will be tempted by 
scratchcards and the lotteiy. 

Campaigners are also con- 
cerned that the lotteiy is por 
frayed as family fun, rather 
than a form of gambling, with 
the televised draw going out at 
prime time on BBC1. 

Mr Bellringer yesterday called 
for the lotteiy* age limit to be 
raised to 18. He said: “Wfe are giv- 
en the inqjression that the lotteiy 
is a soft form of entertainment, 
and it can be, but it is also gam- 
bling and people should be cau- 
tious with it “If the lotteiy age 
limit is 16 that really means 13- 
and 1 4-year-olds will be playing.” 

A spokeswoman for the De- 
partment of Culture said the 
Government had no plans at 
present to raise the age limit 
The Gamcare helpline number is: 
08456000133 
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Fry-up: Two of the posters aimed at 16-24- 
year-olds, who are most likely to bum 




A FOSTER campaign ridi- 
culing young people who 
show off suntans was 
launched yesterday to drive 
home the message of the 
harmful effects of the sun. 

Research shows that peo- 
ple aged 16 to 24 are the most 
likely to get sunburnt, with a 
third eaqperienring sunburn in 
the past year. 

The study shows thatmaie 
than three-quarters of young 


women (78 per cent) actively 
seek a tan despite the fact 
that the vast majority (94 
per cent) are aware of the 
risks. 

The Health Education 
Authority posters and post- 
cards, launched today, use 
humorous and shock-tactic 
images including a sunburnt 
woman baked on a plate 
and a young man grilling 
hims elf on the barbecue. 
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Higher 

Education 

Conferences 


t\>l aSTj 




Thursday 5 March 1998 • Central London 

The Government is due to publish a series White Papers on LBefong 
Learning tn early 1998. from the DfflE. Scottish and Wfebh Offices. This one 
day CVCP conference wffl explore the role for universities in developing and 
implementing the Government’s proposals. Unhwsides already pby a 
significant role in lifelong learning, providing courses at aS levels — HND. 
undergraduate. PhD and CPD. How wffl the developments announced in the 
White Papers affect this roleJ In particular whac changes wU be needed bi 
universities' management access, curriculum and fumfingf How can higher 
education generally develop its interface and partnership with father 
education to deliver die flexible learning opportunities dac Bfalong 
learning demands! 

The confermce is for senior managers in higher and ferther education, 
academics, camera advisers and training and personnel officers in business 
and funding organisations. 


Wntaerfor Educaton and Bnptoyimnc 


*«*». CommertSA Central Gmwwnmt WT 
, R*teed Rate UnherdOes. Local Awhorttas OBS*VXT (CZLX) Tool CST3S 
SopornfRaa Vofuiory Or*"*****. Charges OXHW (£2175) Tool £6175 


for further information and booking forms please contact: 


Barclaycard 
gives you the full 
monty. 

Does your 
card look rather 
exposed? 


II Dartmouth Street 
London SWIH 9BL 


tei 0171-222 
fax 0171-222 


don't put it off put It on BARCLAYCARD 
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may trigger 


#affic gridlock 



By Anthony Bevins 
Political Editor 


A DIRE warning about the conse- 
quences of a computer crash at the 
millennium - with public safety put 
at risk, and business facing break- 
down- was issued yesterday by the 
European Commission. 

The commission said that the 
threat would be aggravated by tbe 
fact that the “mille nnium bug” Will 
collide with extensive computerised 
preparations for the introduction of 
the single currency from next year 
- adding to the critical workload. 

Some British officials suspect 
that a full -blown 2000 computer 
crisis could lead to postponement of 
the introduction of the single cur- 
rency - giving European Union 
member states the ideal excuse for 
greater financial preparation for 
the currency launch. 

In Brussels, Barbara Roche, trade 
and industry minister, said that 
Bri tain, currently bolding tbe EU 
presidency, was staging a community- 
wide conference in May to brain- 
storm solutions to the problem. 

Don Cruickshank, chairman of 
Action 2000, the Government body 


set up to tackle the issue, said yes- 
terday that his organisation’s 
role would be to co-ordinate public 
sector contingency ptanning^o en- 
sure there are no major disruptions 
to public services” such as telecom- 
munications, health services, trans- 
port management systems, social 
security and emergency services. ■ 

The commission paper, on “The 
Year 2000 Computer Problem”, ex- 
plained that because computers had 
been programmed to recognise two- 
digit years, as in 98. the year 2000 
would be represented by 00. 

But most computers were pro- 
grammed to interpret 00 as 1900, and 
would be unable to cope. “Several 
systems are already beginning to fail 
when processing future dates and 
others will not show ferihmes until lat- 
er in the year 2000,” the paper said. 

But the crisis is loo ming on many 
fronts- with no individual, company 
or country immune from tbe threat, 
simply because many computer pro- 
grammes are inter-linked, and be- 
cause there are not enough 
engineers and programmers available 
to deal with it even if they did know 
where to look, and what to do. 

“Given the complexity of the 


problem, organisations must be 
aware that they may fail to complete . 
their conversion process by the end 
of 1999,” the paper said, “Adequate 
contingency plans need to be put in 


tmuity or survival should the IT sup- 
port fail or become inadequate. 

“This is a task for the business as 
a whole and requires direct in- 
volvement of the top management. 

“The Shortage Of pro gramming 
and project managpnkm r skills fcfro. 
coining one of tire most critical is- 
sues. ApaFt from fee overall scale of 
the problem, the availability of pro- 
fessionals who are proficient in rel- 
atively Old programming langnayy 
and are able to wimay very large 
and complex projectsis limited.” 

Small business are particularly 
vulnerable —but big business that re- 
ties on small business suppliers and 
customers could also be put at risk 
by their failure. 

The paper wains: “Global infra- 
structures, such as those supporting 
tdeco mnmmca Hnnt financial mar- 
kets and air transportation, may be 
affected, with economic and social 
consequences world-wide.” 

Leading article, page 20 



Gridlock: A scene from the Italian Job in which traffic chaos is engineered by sabotaging traffic control computers. Archive 

millennium computer bug could cause such chaos for real if action is not taken now Pnocograp 



Skills gap leaves firms 
hunting 70,000 staff 


By Nicholas von Herfaerstein 

INFORMATION technology re- 
cruitment consultancies are fee- 
ing a crisis over a lack of skilled 
candidates, there are 70,000 IT 
vacancies and there is no im- 
mediate hope of Sling them. 

“A serious mism atch exists 
between IT skills demand and 
labour supply. The conse- 
quences are clear because busi- 
nesses depend on IT to operate 
and will therefore be unable to 
do all that they have planned," 
said Bob Wirszcz, director gen- 
eral of the Computer Software 
Services Association. 

’ The millennium bug is not 
the only reason for increased de- 
mand for IT skills. Tbe finan- 
cial institutions need new 
programs for European eco- 
nomic and monetary union 
(Emu), whether Britain joins in 
the first wave or noL “This 
draws the number of skilled pro- 
grammers and systems engi- 
neers away from working on the 
millennium bug, and leaves a 
gap that may possibly have dis- 
astrous effects,” said Tony Jones 
managing director of Vision 
Computer Recruitment. 

The skills shortage is good 


news for graduates, however. 
Larger companies will recruit 
straight from university and 
train up newcomers. Neil Hol- 
loway, deputy general manag- 
er of Microsoft UK, said that 
universities did not gear their 
curriculum enough towards the 
industry. “Graduates are an in- 
vestment for most companies, 
which will only see a return af- 
ter nine months to a year.” 

The prospects for graduates 
are extremely good Two or three 
years ago, a graduate with no ex- 
perience would start on a salary 
of £12,000. This year they can ex- 
pect £18,000, a rise of 50 percent: 
“Companies are desperate ... 
Candidates with three or four 
years' experience can expect to 
have up to 30 companies snap- 
ping at them ” Mr Jones said. 

Experienced contractors, or 
freelancers can afford to pick 
and choose. David Swain. MD 
of Stanford Associates, said: 
“There are a lot of contractors 
around, but they are demand- 
ing higher rates, because they 
don't like to get too tied into 
long arrangements, if they do, 
they warn some kind of bonus 
arrangement or golden handcuff 
to stay ” 


'Excludes Mondeo Aspen and Verona” For vehicles produced from February 2nd 1998. Prices start at £15,495 on the road. Vehicle featured above is Mondeo Ghia X 


Former MP Allason wins new 
trial over ‘Mirror’ story 

FOMffill To ? MP Rupert Alteon has been granted the right 
at the Court of Appeal to a no> trial in his battle for damages 

f ™ m ' b ^[ a IZ n ^ mp f eI over what he claims was a malicious 
story which cost him a lucrative book contract 

The former MP for Torbay, who writes as Nigel West sued the 
newspaper for matiuous falsehood over an artkJe in lQQiih u 
daimed that 50 Mft had challenged him to 

1,1 S'™ 8 U '™ «iTOtedlSim 
libel damages he had jusi won ftran the newsnaner i n T r 0 

lion action. That action was dismissed in 

New deep-coal mine for Wales 

PLANS were unveiled yesterday for the fimi n^u i 
in South Wiles in 20 years which deep ^ 

withTowcrCollicry workers who hough, iWr rit up 

and thtm turned it into a profii-makiS ^ ^ 

If planning permission is given, the 
near Port Talbot to tap intimthnaled^. ^^ritedatMargam, 
of coal. Production coSld sL nTZ^* ° f 27 

Church wedding for divorcees 

DIVORCEES are to be allowed to re 
jor change proposed by the Church in church ® a ma- 
ops yesterday published drS ^dS^^A^Sfiranbish. 
freedom to conduct wedding service? th^*? V® ** cletgy 

by the Archbishop offinti* ™&iand; a working nan 8* i 

No house deal for drug, 

A JAILED drugs dealer . . 6 130 

cil house he had used as lost ^ bid fo huv it 

. THe House of heroin. ^ ** 
nght to proceed win, a r^J? that Bristol City Counrti u 
The landmark ralin^5 eSSum agai^t d ^ 

r rp,racy 10 

^^dcsraJ^Megnlhntu^^^ 
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Oprah triumphs over 
*"" e Texas cattlemen 


By David Usbom* 

in New Yort; 


: W '- 
terday with the jury of j? ™ A ^ nanUo 
down on the side^f the £? !? g ? uare ^ 
talk show host and Gndfe? ^ leievision 
of local cattlemen who h?H 831081 “ * n,u P 

sSSSS^sse 

and proud fresoo nfhA ^ 3 “'°“™ 
speech no. lives. I. X“ d “ Iare - 

^ta aas 

1 C and dusty Amarillo, meanwhile, bSted 
lhe ^dement of famous guests com 

“ ro urt was an April 1996 
^Pjsode of her programme devoted to mad 
cow disease in Britain. A guest, rancher- 
mraed-vegetamn Howard Lyman, said thaL 
hde there had been no documented cas- 
es of the syndrome in the United Slates 
herd, it was bound to strike on this side of 
the water if it had not already. 

Angry Texas ranchers accused Ms Win- 
frey. her production company and Mr 



Triumphant: Oprah Winfrey outside 
the courtroom yesterday 

Lyman of defaming beef and falling foul 
of new and highly controversial “veggie li- 
ber laws. On the books in 14 states in the 
US, the laws seek to protect foodstuffs from 
slander or defamation. 

G a iming that the offending programme 
had sent beef prices to a 10-year-low, the 
ranchers were seeking damages from the 
defendants of almost $1 1m. 

In the course of the show in 1996, Ms 

Winfrey asked Mr Lyman if he believed that 

an outbreak of “mad -cow", or BSE, in the 
US would make Aids look like the com- 
mon cold. He concurred that it would, to 


which Ms Winfrey responded that Mr Ly- 
man had just “stopped me from eating an- 
other burger”. 

But after six hours of deliberation, the 
Amarillo jury sided with Ms Winfrey’s ar- 
gument that she was merely exercising her 
rights to free speech. One jury member, Plat 
Gowdy, said: “We felt that a lot of rights 
have eroded in this country. Our freedom 
of speech may be the only one we lave left”. 

The forewoman of the jury, Christy 
Sams, hinted that finding against the cat- 
tlemen may not have been so easy. “We 
didn’t necessarily like what we had to do 
but we had to decided for the Finn Amend- 
ment,” she said in reference to the US Con- 
stitution. 

Copceding that the trial had been “very, 
very difficult" for her personally, Ms Win- 
frey. none the less, remained defiant in de- 
fending her record. During the trial she had 
the support of friends who came to sit in 
the court's public gallery, including the 
Black American poet, Maya Angelou. 

“I will continue to use my voice,” Ms 
Winfrey declared. “I believed from the be- 
ginning this was an attempt to muzzle that 
voice in this country and I refuse tobe muz- 
zled. I will not change the way I operate". 

'Hie National Cattlemen’s Beef Asso- 
ciation, meanwhile, issued a statement say- 
ing it was “disappointed" with the verdict 
“In today’s world of instant and wide- 
spread communications, the impact of 
misinformation can be devastating on the 
market for perishable agricultural prod- 
ucts,” the group said. 


Clinton moves 
to halt tax on 
Internet sales 


By Mary Dejevsky 

in \Afes Kington 


PRESIDENT Bill Clinton yes- 
terday came out on the side of 
the angels of technological 
progress and the free market in 
anwcreasingly bitter tussle be- 
tween individual states and US 
business, big and smalL At is- 
sue is whether the growing 
number of Americans who buy 
goods over the Internet should 
be liable to pay sales tax on tbeir 
purchases and if so, to whom. 

Speaking in San Francisco, 
within shouting distance of 
America’s “Silicone Valley”, Mr 
Clinton called for a moratori- 
um cm all new taxation of goods 
and services sold over the In- 
ternet, and said the moratorium 
should apply to all taxes, feder- 
al. state or locaL His reasoning 
was that nothing should be 
done to stifle the development 
of electronic commerce, which 
is still in its infancy. 

This was Mr Clinton's first 
pronouncement on a subject 
that has insinuated itself almost 
unnoticed on to the US leg- 
islative agenda, but has huge im- 
plications in terms of the money 
and principles that are at stake. 
Taken to its logical conclusion, 
Internet commerce not only 
poses questions about the high- 
ly devolved US tax system, but 
also threatens the delicate bal- 
ance between the rights of 
states and the rights of the fed- 
eral authorities. 

Americans with access to the 
Internet - 20 milli on people and 
growing - can buy an ever wider 
range of goods electronically 1 . Ini- 
tial reluctance to use the services 
on offer, largely because of fear 
about credit card confidentiali- 
ty, has faded, and the sector is 


seen as one of the biggest areas 
of potential growth. 

A combination of factors 
makes the US particularly fer- 
tile ground for Internet shop- 
ping. People in rural areas have 
traditionally relied on mail or- 
der to obtain clothes and luxu- 
ries. Computers make it easier 
to compare prices for large 
items - a big consideration in 
a consumer culture that push- 
es people to search for a bar- 
gain amid a dazzling variety of 
brands and prices. 

Price, though, is also a con- 
sideration. The US allows in- 
dividual states to impose a sales 
tax, and most do. This is added 
at the till and the rate varies 
from state to state and accord- 
ing to the category of goods. 
Sales via the Internet, howev- 
er, are currently exempt from 
state sales tax: because the 
states cannot agree on who 
should levy it and how. 

Late last year, a group of 
states banded together to pro- 
pose reciprocal taxation on 
mail order sales that would 
also apply to the Internet. This 
was abandoned after lobbying 
from business and consumers. 
This week, the subject came up 
again: rhe call for a tax on In- 
ternet sales was the number one 
item on the agenda of the 
twice-yearly state governors’ 
meeting in Washington. 

Legislation about to go be- 
fore Congress would provide for 
a six-year moratorium on In- 
ternet sales taxes. Mr Clinton's 
intervention makes the bill 
more likely to pass. 

However, the states, whose 
autonomy derives to a great ex- 
tent from their capacity to raise 
taxes, will not give up without 
a struggle. 
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tery of the winning lottery ticket cashed after owners 


death 


4 % 


- 3 ye 


6 in Mad rid on the day of the draw. Efforts are now r . , 

urn focused imon tracking fro™ Wlasante’s pocket before he was reckons the ticket could have been cashed 

ticket bought by a man ^ „ **» — * de " 

«4,o hP Incnr^c famiiw n,-i- i^_7T T^e old man, a bachelor of 76, collapsed made public - a week after the event. Or 


sRfiKi one knowsby whom. to bottom once they knew he SdrS- the Galician Or, as has happened before mth*part 

TOsboiLll has torpedoed efforts by ning ticket, and sctle police on 
relatives of Juan Villasantetoethume his dertakerswhom they accused of 

body in the belief that he carried the tick- dead man’s dothing. Now Wh0 ^ d=dovc l . r . ,hc i tad r° de^ toliumdemgthepioceedsofditig- 

et to his grave after his fatal heart attack that someooe must have taken thetihiitf Th r tohisntalofldn. trafficking. 

6* a«w wa ratal uoaii ««■ * uk ucb^ The familv’s lawver. MflnnH OitintfliK Th« next sten is to find out what han- 


efects - sans tideet - to his next of inn trafficking. 

The family’s lawyer, Manuel Quintans, The next step is to find out what hap- 


pened by talking to the lottery sorgan^ 
ers, Spain’s organisation for the blind, the 
ONCE, and the bank where the winning 
ticket was cashed, and to whom the mon- 
ey was handed. “It’s possible that the per- 
son gave a false identic but there areways 

of finding out who it really is," Mr Cum- 

fang sftiri. . . 

The eventual beneficiaries will be VU- 
lasante's nephew Jaime, a former building 


worker wb° tws *** **** 

nension since failing _ « a cleafl- 


Wife Maria Antoma.wuu^ ^ hour . 
er in six bouses for wo ip***^^ the 
Hie couple have three j^^nd for 
eldest is suing her 0 f their 

rtnvments towards the up . and the 


jnc j busennu . 

eldest is suing her of ** 

payments towards to Pj g£5 . Md tbe 
son; one daughter is shU wages 

third contribute to the Jana* 
as a factory han d m a fob-cann^^^ 
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California to shut 


Switzerland's first legal brothel opens it doors to all 


... • S 
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cannabis clubs 


By Tim Cornwell 

Los Angeles 


CALIFORNIA'S simmering 
marijuana wars moved closer to 
an open showdown yesterday, 
with the prospect of a court-or- 
dered shutdown of the state’s 
marijuana clubs. 

The California Attorney 
General, armed with a sympa- 
thetic court rulin g, was to seek 
an injunction to close up to 20 
clubs, his spokesman said. 

The dubs, which claim only 
to dispense marijuana to the 
sick, sprang up across the state 
after California voters legalised 
the personal medical use of 
marijuana. But they have been 
tbe prime target for government 
officials determined to nip the 
legalisation of marijuana in 
the bud. 

Dennis Peron, operator of 
the Cannabis Cultivators Club 
in San Francisco, which is said 
to sell as much as 501b of mar- 
ijuana a week to 8,000 clients 
from a city centre office build- 
ing, promised to defy any court 


order. “We're going to stay here 
untO tbe tanks come," be said. 

Mr Peron’s dub is the most 
visible operation, where pot is 
freely sold in what critics s ay is 
a party atmosphere thick with 
marijuana smoke. Tbe dub was 
raided and shut down once un- 
der orders from Attorney Gen- 
eral Dan Lundgren, a 
conservative Republican now in 

the thick of his cam paign for the 
California governorship. 

In November 1996, a solid 
majority of California voters 
passed Proposition 215, allow- 
ing seriously ill people or their 
“primary care-giver^ to grow 
and use marijuana on a doctor’s 
recommendation. 

Activists in six other states 
and Washington DC are push- 
ing to put similar bills on the bal- 
lot this year, but President 

Clin Inn's a dminis tration has 
led efforts to contain the fall- 
out and prevent medical mari- 
juana use becoming a national 
phenomenon. 

In a hearing next month, US 
prosecutor? will separately seek 


injunctions to dose at least six 
dubs. The dubs daim that they 
serve as the “primary care-gfy- 
er” under Proposition 215, giv- 
ing them the right to supply and 
sell marijuana. But the Cali- 
fornia Supreme Court on Tues- 
day dismissed that argument 
after a series of appeals. 

“The courts have essential- 
ly said that cannabis dubs are 
not allowed,** said a spokesman 
for Mr Lundgren. 

It remains to be seen how 
rapidly his office will move 
against the clubs, but there was 
little doubt that Mr Peron's op- 
eration is the first on the list of 
closures. 

Mr Peron, a larger-than-life 
California personality, and a gay 
Vietnam veteran who co -au- 
thored Proposition 215, insists 
all marijuana is “medical”. 

His inflammatory state- 
ments have not endeared him 
to dubs in other dries, where 
patients are more carefully 
screened and which operate 
quietly, sometimes with die co- 
operation of local-police. 
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Open for business: Valentin Landmann posing inside his brothel in Zurich this week which opened as the first legal brothel in Switzerland after 
years of court and financial battles Photograph: Christoph Ruckstuhl/AP 
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French artists challenge 
judges over drugs law 
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MORE than 100 French artists 
and intellectuals have signed a 
petition admitting to taking 
soft drugs and offering them- 
selves for prosecution, writes 
John Lichfield in Puis, 

The intention is partly to em- 
barrass the government of Li- 
onel Jospin, but mostly to 
embarrass the judiciary, which 
has brought a number of legal 
cases against high-profile cam- 
paigners for the legalisation of 
cannabis and other drugs. 

The signatories of the “pe- 
tition of 111** indude the 1960s 
Franco-German political ac- 
tivist, Daniel Cohn- Be adit, the 
film director Patrice Chdreau, 
the fashion designer and Pres- 


ident of Paris Opera, Pierre 
Beig£. and the actress Marina 
Vlady. Hie petitioners state: “At 
one moment or other of my life, 
I have consumed stupefying 
drugs. I know that in admitting 
publiefy that I am a drug user, 
I can be prosecuted. This is a 
risk I am ready to take.” 

The motive is to draw at- 
tention to the hypocrisies and 
inconsistencies of government 
policy and the application of the 
French anti-drugs law. Public 
admission to drugs-taking can 
be prosecuted in France as an 
indtemenl to use by others. 

The president of Act-Up, a 
group campaigning for the le- 
galisation of soft drugs, ap- 


peared in court this week for dis- 
tributing a tract called “I like 
ecstasy”. A counter-culture 
newspaper, L 'Elephant Rose 
was forced into bankruptcy re- 
cently after being prosecuted un- 
der the same law. No action was 
taken, however, against others 
like the pop singer Johnny Hal- 
tyday and the Justice Minister 
Elisabeth Guignou. who have 
also spoken frankly about drugs. 

Mr Jospin said he favoured 
the decriminalisation of cannabis 
during the election campaign last 
May. His government has 
stepped back from that position 
but measures are expected soon 
to allow experimental use of 
cannabis in hospitals. 
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ACADEMY AWARD NOMINATION 

JOAN Cl ; SACK - Best Supporting;; Actress . 
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CHOOSE A FREE DISH WASH ER WORTH £599.00 rrt 

W HEN Y (_' l ■■ SPEND £3.500 ( i R M O R E . 



When you buy from Magnet, you can be sure that you get 
a beautiful kitchen designed to meet your every need. You can also be sure that it’s built to take 
everything life can throw at it. Right now in the Magnet January Sale, all cabinets in over 
50 kitchen and bedroom ranges have been reduced, most by 50%, and there are some 
great offers on AVhidpOOl and STOVES a appliances roo. 

Visit your local Magnet showroom today to take advantage of these fantastic sale offers. 


et 


lu/dlf BUILT FOR LIFE 


For your nearest showroom and opening hours call 0800 192 192 


Opening hours: Moodiy to Saturday 9.W1am-5.0ftpin. Selects] branchei open until S.00poi on Thonday and IQ lfljm -4.0ttpm on Sundae 
Dki-oub!* are off prices charged between 24 th Notcmbcr and ’5 th December 1997. tKitcbai purchase* excluding insullauon. Free dishwasher ADG/IOor S443tl. 
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Dylan and son 
ma ke Gram my s 
a family affair 
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Svis^ » CBS 

^ ajy - For British musk- d ill y 

dustiy it was surely not bad. but 
do one came out from Wednes- 
day mght s Grammy awards 

; “ Vorkl^ r - 

mshed than the family Dylan 
... Uwasa °ight of Ukc father 
like son. Virtually overlooked by 
the Grammys until this week, 

iZZ t B ° b Dylan won 

31 the ^remonv 
at New Ws Radio c ii vMu . 

SIL Hall. Better still, his son. 
Jakob, took home two Gram- 

mys for the wurk llf his 

band, the WtllflciwL-nt 
. Dy ‘? n ,^ s P™« all ante 

from his ig97 album 7i,„e 

ofMmd - his first top Hi album 
m almost 20 years - including 
best album of the year. Jakob's 
were both awarded f,. r the 
Wallflower song "One Head- 
light”. 

Other lop awards went to 
Shawn Colvin, whose poignant 
ballad about a distraught moth- 
er who bums down her house. 
“Sunny Come Home”, was 
record of the year. Paula Cole, 
meanwhile, was named best 
new artist. 


The music Oscars 
were more schmaltz 
than cutting edge, 
says David Usbome 
in New York 

Organised by the National 
Academy of Recording Arts 
and Sciences, the Grammys 
are often criticised for favour- 
ing big-lunged schmaltz over 
cutting-edge. Sir Elton John re- 
ceiving hest male pop vocal 
performance for the Princess 
Diana trihuie. “Candle in the 
Wind IW7“ seemed to fit in thaL 
tradition. 

Two other British winners in 
New York suggested a less 
mainstream Grammy culture, 
however. Radiohead snared 
the alternative album award 
with their OK Computer. Many 
US critics were startled that 
Jamiroquai knocked out Han- 
son. the Rolling Stones, Fleet- 
wood Mac and No Doubt for 
the best pop group title. 

In what seemed a slight to 


If it’s sentimental, the 
judges like to say Yes 


THE GRAMMYS matter. 
Held every year by the Nation- 
al Academy of Recording .Arts 
and Sciences. Lbcy are the mu- 
sic industry's equivalent of the 
Oscars. Win big and watch sales 
of your song or album soar. 

-And yet for years, the awards 
ceremony has been the one that 
everyone loved to ridicule. The 
complaint is that the Grammy 
voters are out of touch and their 
choices are mainstream and 
sentimental. Michael Bolton 
has won two Grammys. So have 
the Rolling Stones. 

And remember in 19S9 
when Milli Vanilli won the best 
new artist and its two stage- 
faces, Rob Pilatus and Eab 
Morvan, then had to return the 
prize after it was discovered they 
Had never sung a note on their 
album? Oops. 

The problem lies partly in 
the voting. The academy has 
9.000 paid-up members, all of 
whom participate in selecting 


the winners. Many may never 
have even listened to some of 
the songs and acts they arc 
meant to be judging. There is 
simply too much music out 
there. 

The sheer volume of prod- 
uct is also reflected in the 
mountainous and often con- 
fusing collection of categories 
- 92 in all. covering every type 
of music from rock to classical 
and everything in between, in- 
cluding Best Album Notes. 
There are awards for perform- 
ers, for video makers, record 
producers and so on. How 
many nominees were up for 
gongs yesterday? Four hun- 
dred and sixty. 

The Academy has been try- 
ing to find formulas to make the 
awards more relevant and re- 
sponsive. A panel of must 20 in- 
dustry insiders is now 
responsible for selecting nom- 
inees in the five most important 
categories. 


Germans 
look east for 
inspiration 


By Imre Karacs 

in Bonn 


ON THE threshold of the 
Berlin Republic the attitudes of 
Germany's two nations are at 
last beginning to converge. 
“Ossi" (eastern; aspirations in- 
creasingly resemble "Wessi” 
dreams, according to a study by 
the Allensbach polling organi- 
sation. Somewhere along the 
Elbe, the twain will soonmeeL 
This heart-warming trend 
is unlikely to be relished by Hel- 
mut Kobi, the Chancellor of 
German unity, as the rap- 
prochement owes little to the 
perceived superiority of the 
Western way of life. AUens- 
bach's findings, based on years 
of research, show that the for- 
mer citizens of East Germany, 
the so-called German Democ- 
ratic Republic, have changed lit- 
tle. It is the Wessis who have 
moved east in their mindset, 
their sab-conscious lured by 
the much-maligned achieve- 
ments of state socialism. 

It seems that at a time of 
mass unemployment and inse- 
curity, West Germans are grasp- 
ing for an anchor and many arc 
prepared to foresake the luxu- 
ries of individual freedom and 
enterprise. Liberty is abstract, 
profit an evil. What Wessis 
yearn for today is a pay cheque 
pegged to the cost of living. 

“Our society is turning back 
towards a Socialist interpretation 
of freedom,” writes Professor 


Elisabeth Noelle-Neumann, 
head of the Allensbach institute, 
“a freedom safeguarded by the 
state: freedom from unemploy- 
ment, from poverty in old age, 
from consequences of illness". 

Allensbach has been asking 
West Germans since the Seven- 
ties to make a choice between 
liberty and the nebulous concept 
of “social justice and equality”. 
For 20 years, libertarians were 
on the march, beating equality 
into a distant second place. The 
period coincided with the edipse 
of the Social Democrats by Mr 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats. 

Since the last elections in 
1 994. however, liberty has been 
on the wane. This year, only 47 
per cent of the same electoral 
panel chose freedom as their 
lop priority, while the equalis- 
ers have shot up to 42 per cent 
from near insignificance. In 
eastern Germany, soda! justice 
scored 60 per cent, up 10 per 
cent in the last four years. 

Further questions revealed 
that more than half of West 
Germans, and three-quarters of 
Ossis, thought it was the duty of 
the state to provide jobs. Tvo- 
thirds of Wessis looked to the 
state to guarantee their pensions 
and 6 1 per cent wanted the slate 
Co protect them from the con- 
sequences of QJ health. 

As for the Chancellor of uni- 
ty, who put hard graft ahead of 
state hand-outs but failed to put 
Germans to work, he seems re- 
dundant in the new world. 


rock, however, only mainstream 
performances made the show it- 
self. broadcast by CBS to a 
world-wide audience of 1 .5 bil- 
lion. Jamiroquai were not there, 
while Chemical Brothers, Tbol. 
Radiohead and the Wallflowers 
got their prizes in a pre-awards 
ceremony not broadcast. 

CBS controllers were twice 
given the kittens. First, a naked- 
chested man with “Soy Bomb” 
scrawled on his torso’ charged 
the stage while a totally un- 
phased Bob Dylan pc farmed his 
single. "Love Sick". And then 
as Ms Colvin was attempting to 
□ceept her award, a member of 
the rap group Wu-Tang Clan 
seized the microphone "to de- 
clare their music hotter than 
Puff Daddy's. 

Next year. suggested Gram- 
mys organisers Michael 
Greene, he might arrange for a 
fronl-uf-stxige mnsh-pit for 
those unwilling to behave. 
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hail Saddam as Middle East victor 


By Patrick Cockbum 

in Amman 


MIDDLE-EAST rulers believe Saddam 
Hussein has won the latest round in the Iraq 
crisis, and are beginning to hedge their bets 
between Baghdad and Washington. “Sad- 
dam is seen as splitting the UN Security 
Council, shewing that the Arab states do 
not want military action against Iraq, and 
frightening the Israelis with his biological 
and chemical weapons," said an Arab spe- 
cialist on Iraq who did not want his name 
mentioned. “The mood is not so much pro- 
Iraqi as anti-American and anti-Israeli " 
The Arabs are not convinced, howev- 
er, that the crisis is over, in part because 
they canno t quite believe Washington has 
backed down. Thirty American warships are 
■t rill in the Gulf and they wonder how far 
America has ruled out a military option. 

This difference in perception over what 
was won and lost by the agreement signed 
last weekend by Kofi Annan, the UN Sec- 
retary General, has a simple origin- The US 
and Britain focus on their success in get- 
ting Baghdad to agree to granting unfet- 
tered access to Saddam’s eight presidential 
palaces, in order to search for weapons of 
mass destruction. But some Arab countries 
suspect Iraq's refusal in December to let 
UN weapons inspectors enter the palaces 
was just a ploy by Baghdad, which always 
intended to drop its objections after milk- 
ing the crisis for concessions. After all, Iraq 
■ is a big country with many places other than 
the palaces to hide weapons. The Arab 
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Arab governments, jetaliation. 
more nervous about ggj* ^ takes 
Supposing no f^^^mapoflhe 
place, how ferbas the po ^ crisis? 
Middle Eastteenf^^ ^us. 
The allies of tbe have 

Saudi Arabia and th ter . 

shown this by refusing 10 ^ g^es 

on Iraq. Jordan saw serrou^ p Hafez al- 

of to regime in 


Assad of Syria, arai-uv« - ^ 

Baghdad, has recently been receiving *- 

nior Iraqi officials in Dama ^ nce which 
It is not merely Iraq sresurg 
is changing the political atmwphere-^ 


is dianguig tne pouuuai — r- . 

m^taUbe US is having to M £ [>"« 

for the policies it has adopted since 1VV 

• oai i «,h»red the White House- 


states also see these weapons primarily as 
a threat to Israel, not themselves. 

Viewed from the Middle East, tbe Iraqi 
leader has gaine d a great deal by bringing 
the region to tbe brink of war. He will now 
be allowed to export $5.2bn worth of oil, 
or two-thirds of the volume of crude that 


he was exporting when sanctions were Era 

imposed in 1990. And Mr Annan’s visit ap- 
pears to have largely ended international 
ostracism of his regime. Above all, it seems 
clear that Saddam is going to stay in pow- 
er and that his neighbours will need to reach 

some accommodation with him. 


The option of overthrowing the gov- 
ernment in Baghdad is seen as having had 

its day. This dates back to 1991, when the 
Gulf Wit alliance declined to march on 
Baghdad. The CIAs subsequent efforts to 
build up an opposition force in Iraqi Kur- 
distan then collapsed when Saddam sent 




his forces in to capture the Kurdish capi- 
tal, Arbfl. Successive military conspiracies 
backed from abroad have been crushed by 
the Iraqi security services. Any further ef- 
forts to get rid of die Iraqi leader, by amfl- 
itarv coup, for example, would now have 
to take place withont the active support of 


Despite the Israeli-Palestinian 
of that year, the living standards offt» 
tinians inGaza and the West Bankbave 
plummeted. Tbe US has dropped itsop- 

■ position to Israeli settlements m^the occu- 

pied territories, which it held u 
President Bush, and there is little sign this 
TnsrMfL the US Secretary ot 


State Madeleine Albright insists there is n 
connection between the Israeli-Palestiman 
conflict and the confrontation with Iraq. 
Without any political levers, the only card 
America can decriov amtinst Saddam remains 


military force. 
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By John Lichfield 

in Pans 

IF BAGHDAD behaves, and 
plays by tbe rules, Iraq may soon 
be “re-integrated" in the in- 
ternational community and all 
sanctions dropped, the French 
President, Jacques Chirac, said 
yesterday. 

President Chirac said he in- 
tended to write to Saddam 
Hussein to say that if the Iraqi 
leader co-operated with the 
United Nations, the “way was 
open" for all international 
penalties to be abandoned 

On the other hand, he hint- 
ed that France might support, 
and even take part in, militaiy 
action against Baghdad if Iraq 
failed to respect the deal ne- 
gotiated this week by Kofi An- 
nan, the UN Secretaiy-GeneraL 

Paris would insist that, under 
international law, no militaiy ac- 
tion could be taken without a 
formal decision of the UN Se- 
curity Council, he said. But he 
added Baghdad should be un- 
der no illusions that Iraq would 
risk “the gravest consequences" 
if it reneged on the deal. 

Interviewed by Le Monde, he 
was asked if France would take 
part in any punitive action 


against Traq (something it ruled 
out during the present crisis). 
Mr Chirac replied: “We would 
see how things went and what 
the Security Council said.” 

In truth. President Chirac 
seemed to be trying to fly with 
both the hawks and the doves. 
It seems inevitable that Russia 
would use its veto to prevent a 
UN-authorised punitive attack 
on Iraq. Mr Chirac’s insistence 
that raids must be formally ap- 
proved by the Security Council 
might be read as a signal to 
Baghdad that France is nor re- 
joining the military alliance 
against Saddam. 

In his interview, Mr Chirac 
paid tribute to the negotiating 
skills of Mr Annan. That apart, 
he said, the resolution of the 
Iraqi crisis was due in part to the 

threat of US firepower and in 
part to French diplomacy (he 
made no mention of Britain). 

The French role in the set- 
tlement showed France still 
had an important voice and use- 
ful role in world affairs “when 
it . . . knew where it was going". 
But Mr Chirac also paid tribute 
to President Clinton as a “re- 
sponsible and intelligent" man 
1 who would not take military ac- 
tion without “deep reflection” 
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By Eric Stiver 

in Jerusalem 

ISRAEL apologised to 
Switzerland yesterday after a 
Mossad secret service agent 
was caught planting an elec- 
tronic listening device on a pri- 
vate telephone terminal in the 
capital, Berne. 

The Swiss federal prose- 
cutor, Carla Del Ponte, said 
Switzerland was holding one 
Israeli agent and had issued 
warrants for four others on 
charges of breaking into an 
apartment building in Berne 
and planting bugging devices. 

For unexplained reasons, 
the four fugitives, who are as- 
sumed to have left the coun- 
tiy, were released after being 
held briefly by police. The po- 
lice had been called to the 
scene at 2am by a wo man who 
could not sleep and saw 
strangers behaving suspi- 
ciously. “We have enough el- 
ements to prove Mossad is 

involved," Ms Del Ponte said. 

She added that the target of 

the eavesdropping operation 

was a foreigner but not a 
diplomat 

Both governments are ea- 
ger to dean up the mess as 
painlessly as possible, but the 
story was leaked to the Israeli 
mass-circufation Tel-Aviv 
daily, Yt’diot Aharonot. Uzi 
Landau, chairman of the oar. 
hamentaiy foreign affaire and 
^"“committee. caUcd f 0r 
those officials who knew of the 
Sw,ss fiasco lo be given lie- 


6* I 


detector tests. “The naming of 
people, places, methods of 
work, causes tremendous 
damage to the national secu- 
rity of Israel,” he said. 

Intelligence agendes rou- 
tinely spy in each others’ coun- 
tries, whether or not they are 
friendly. But the timing could 
not have been worse for 
Mossad. The once-vaunted 
external security service was 
already in disarray after a 
“^raniission, investigating a 
botched attempt to assassinate 
a Hama s official in Jordan last 
September, condemned the 
Mossad chiet Danny Yatom, 
for faulty planning. 

The Swiss disaster precin- 

itaied General Yatom’s res- 
ignation on Tuesday, amid 
reports of a mutiny in the up- 
per reaches of Mossad over 

terefiBaltogo.Thatisprob. 

^ywhyiiestoiywasieaiterf 

‘‘^^“^.hyadisaffen- 
ed Mossad officer. 

Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
fTirae Minister, is expected to 

a front-runner. HewasMrlfe. 
tanyahu’s commander in the 
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UN chief 
rounds on 
critics of 
peace deal 


By David Usbome 

in New 'iorV 

BLFFETED by furious criti- 
cisn from some quarters in 
^khingloo, the United Nalioas 
yeserday launched an impas- 
sioied defence of the a^rec- 
meit reached last weekend by 
the Secretary-General. Kofi 
Aman, with Saddam Hussein 
on ootinutng weapons inspec- 
tion. 

\ware that some arc por- 
traing him as an apologisL for 
Prnidenl Saddam. Mr Annan 
hinseif distributed a letter i«> 
Ut staff saying it was “not un- 
expected that there would be 
sonc criticism of us and mis- 
representations". 

With obvious impatience, 
htadded: “We should all await 
ib. Security Council action on 
th> agreement. It is the Coun- 
cil not a few critics, who will 
h»e the last word." 

Britain last night circulated 
a irst draft of a resolution that 
it lopes will be adopted by the 
ful Council in the next few days 
eishrining the language of Mr 
.Annan's agreement. 

Provisions in it warn Iraq 
[lat it will face the “severest 
resequences” if the pact is 
delated. This might provoke 
srong opposition from Coun- 
cil members more sympathetic 
ip Baghdad, including France 
did Russia. 

Mr Annan noted in his statc- 
nent that the alternative to 
inking a deal with President 
laddara would have been the ef- 
ective end of the work of Un- 
com, the UN commission 
ecking out weapons of mass de- 
iruction in Iraq since the end 
if the Gulf War. 

He did not bother to add 
wiat else might have happened 
h.d he returned home empty- 


handed - a fresh military con- 
flagration in the region. 

n a carefully orchestrated re- 
but lal to the criticism from 
Washington, the UN also field- 
ed the chairman of Unsarni 
Richard Butler, of Australia, to 
say his own words in support of 
the deal. 

Mr Butler denied sugges- 
tions that provisions in the agree- 
ment would have the effect of 
weakening the commission. 

He was referring in particu- 
lar to arrangements whereby 
diplomats wifi accompany tech- 
nical inspectors whenever they 
enter eight presidential sites des- 
ignated as especially sensitive by 
Iraq. "As far as 1 am concerned 
1 welcome it. 1 view it as 
strengthening Unscom,” Mr 
Butler insisted. As regards the 
diplomats, he said: “Those 
arrangements arc entirely sat- 
isfactory to me." 

It was confirmed, mean- 
while. (hat Mr Annan was ap- 
pointing a veteran disarmament 
specialist from Sri Lanka, 
Jayantha Dhanapala. 59, as the 
□ew Unscom commissioner 
w ho will oversee the diplomats 
shepherding die inspectors into 
the presidential sites. 

Mr Dhanapala. who is 
respected and popular in UN 
circles, will report first to Mr 
Bulier who will retain overall 
cod Lro] over Unscom. 

Notably, Mr Butler ex- 
pressed optimism that the new 
deal with President Saddam 
would be made to work and said 
in those circumstances he 
hoped that the current phase of 
the commission's work - dis- 
covering and destroying 
weapons - could be completed 
in “a relatively short lime". It 
would be thereafter that the UN 
could begin considering lifting 
sanctions against Iraq. 



All clear: A United Nations staff member celebrating with colleagues during a bus trip from Amman, Jordan, yesterday when around 80 UN 
humanitarian staff, who had been pulled out of Baghdad to escape the threat of US military strikes, returned to Iraq Photograph: Ali Jarekj i/Reuters 

Albright opts for the Wisest course’ 


By Mary Dejevsky 

in Washington 

THE US Secretary of Stale, 
Madeleine Albright, went 
before Congress for the second 
day running yesterday lo try to 
subdue vocai opposition lo the 
UN Secretary-General's agree- 
ment with Iraq. The agreement 
is being condemned as a sell-out 
by a forceful coalition made up 
of Republicans congressmen, 
former foreign policy practi- 
tioners, academics and former 
LIN arms inspectors. 

The opposition has been 
led in Congress by the Repub- 
lican majority leader in the 


Senate, Irani Lott, who ques- 
tioned President Bill Clinton's 
apparent trust in Kofi Annan, 
and condemned the agreement 
as a victory for the Iraqi leader, 
Saddam Hussein. 

“1 cannot understand why 
the Clinton Administration 
would place trust in someone 
devoted to building a ‘human re- 
lationship' with a mass mur- 
derer,” he said. 

“After years of denying that 
Saddam Hussein had any right 
to determine the scope of in- 
spections or the make-up of in- 
spection teams this agreement 
codifies his ability lo do both." 

Mrs Albright made Lhree ap- 


pearances in 24 hours to defend 
the agreement. On Wednesday, 
she prefaced her congression- 
al testimony on Nato expansion 
with a statement on the Iraq 
agreement. Later in the after- 
noon, after Mr Lott’s outburst, 
she held a press conference to 
contest his remarks: 

“Some in Congress, say ‘re- 
ject it*. Wc believe the wisest 
course is to test it,” she said. 
Now was not the time to bash 
the United Nations and she in- 
sisted: “We retain the authori- 
ty. the responsibility, the means 
and the will to use military 
force if that is required.” 

Yesterday she made a further 


appearance in Congress to press 
her case. Additional support 
came from New York, where the 
arms inspection chief. Richard 
Butler, called a press conference 
to argue that the inspection 
regime had been strengthened 
by the addition of another lay- 
er of diplomatic authority. 

Among the most influential 
lobbyists in Washington, how- 
ever, was a former UN weapons 
inspector. David Kay. whose ex- 
perience appears to give him a 
unique authority to speak ouL 

Combining a sense of per- 
sonal mission to expose what he 
believes is Iraq’s continuing 
weapons programme, and a re- 


sentment of Mr Annan’s refer- 
ences to “cowboy” behaviour by 
some inspection teams, Mr Kay 
has run the gamut of television 
talk shows denigrate the deal. 

It was unclear, however, what 
real impact could be exerted by 
opponents of the agreement US 
public opinion was increasingly 
opposed to a new Gulf Wfcr and. 
according to recent polls, is 60 
per cent in favour of the agree- 
ment As a UN deal the terms 
do not require Congressional 
approval. Even Some opponents, 
like former Under-Secretary of 
Stale, Paul ‘Wotfcwitz, say. “a bad 
agreement is better than a bad 
war." 
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Yeltsin’s fury 
at ministers 

PRESIDENT Boris Yeltsin 
gave his government a tele- 
vised tongue-lashing yester- 
day, promising to fire cabinet 
ministers who have slowed 
down economic reforms. “By 
the end of the session we will 
be short of three government 
members,” Mr Yeltsin said lal 
a meeting in the Kremlin. 
After years of decline, the 
government is forecasting 
economic growth of about 
2 per cent in Russia this year. 

— AP, Moscow 

Suicide hotel 

THREE middle-aged Jap- 
anese men, all from the 
same company, hanged 
themselves in separate 
rooms at the same Tokyo 
hotel, police reported yes- 
terday. The three men, all 
in their fifties, checked into 
the hotel at the same time. 
Each was wearing an iden- 
tical white shirt when found 
hanging by identical white 
ropes. — Reuters. Tokyo 

Mistaken ID 

A MAN who may have mis- 
takenly thought a bearded 
woman was a romantic rival 
was suspected of killing her 
and her friend. Witnesses say 
Eric VVfelter Running argued 
with the women at the 
Ambassador Restaurant and 
I /ninge in Ft) rt land on Tues- 
day, left, then returned with 
a shotgun and opened fire. 
Jacqueline Julita Anderson, 
29, died with her friend Bar- 
bara Gil pin, 44. Mr Running ,, 
47, has not been found. 

— AP, Portland, Oregon 

Lucky break 

THREE Afghan men con- 
victed of sodomy survived 
their execution and had 
their death sentences com- 
muted. The men were to be 
executed by being buried be- 
neath a brick wall knocked 
down by a tank When they 
were dug out they were still 
alive, a radio report said. As 
a result, the men were aL 
lowed to live. — AP, Kabul 
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By David Rose: Chinese troops on the Hong Kong side of the border at dawn on 1 July 1997. They bad wasted no time after the official handover of the former British colony 
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TO REPEAT last year 

bbck and wh-te *e title « 

Newspaper of the i , 

solute* «>"!»„ picture budget ol 
aH the national bre^^^^B. Tha 

candy predure thel^ botogr^b^ 
bdowntoourbrfflBhtt^ 

raphers and the P**"*®^ pictures be-. 

«uKtnypostb«^^ nillg _ it i . 
plaudits. Please keep ^Tenthosiasni. 1 1 

rewarding to chat enthu j 

editor, Rosie Boy cott, sh ares ^ omp3nJ 

asm and it was » l*® Wednesday to 
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picreresandheknwsm^r^ 

s^a=2sSrs3, 

injustice in th 

W °He knows, too, however, thati^aj 1 ” 
to be on your guard when we have you n 
ScSl oVSie election trail la* 
was at a war museum to makea speecn 
and was alarmed to spot 
behind him on a chair. He wtnsperedt 

her to get down birt she said m>; he tried 

again but had the same response. So he 
reluctantly began his speech. 
she climbed down to reveal a swastika or 

the wall directly behind him! 

Mr Blair entered into the spirit of me 

event on Wednesday evening at the 

Guildhall in the City of London, and even 
turned the tables on the photographers 1 
when he borrowed a camera and started I 
organising the official photocall. I am not \ 
sure that he has a complete command of 
photographer's technique, but he certain- 
ly has the right banter. 

I'm always ready to encourage new tak, 
ent ... I wonder if he would consider a 


spell with us on work experience 
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By Brian Harris: Giotto’s broken-faced St Rufino at the Basilica of St Frances, damaged by earthquakes in Umb 
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By Tom Pilston: a dancer from Cuba’s Club Troptama preparing to perform at the Royal Albert HaU last December By John Voosi from left. Michael BpMcfc. Peur O’Toole and Keith Whtahouse after JUT,. ,- 
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apes 


put 


men to 


shame 



Feefing frisky: Chimpanzees 

are renowned for their 
promiscuity, but goriBas 
stick with the same harem 


Photograph: Vaughan Boa n/ 
pbnet Earth 


Jfc Why do men with everything pay 
for sex? Is rt some animal instinct? 
Kathy Marks thinks not 


ROBERT De Niro, who has 
threatened never to set foot on 
French so3 again after he was 
questioned by the Paris vice 
squad about alleged links to an 
international prostitution ring, 
says, categorically, that he has 
“never in his life paid a woman 
for sex". 

If so. the Hollywood actor is 
a rare example of moral recti- 
tude in a world where lame and 
wealth go band in hand with 
sleaze, lake Michael Douglas, 

. plagued by so insatiable a sex- 
^ual appetite that he checked 
himself into an addiction clin- 
ic. Or our own Hugh Grant, 
who feD from grace after his ad- 
ventures with a hooker on a 
seedy Los Angeles street. 

Hollywood has always had 
its share of call-girl scandals. In 
1921, the American actor Rat- 
ty Arbuckle was charged with 
crushing to death a starlet dur- 
ing an orgy in a San Fransisco 
hotel. Political history, too, is 
full Of Such stories - John Pro- 
fumo. Lord Lambton and 


Allan Green, the former Di- 
rector of Public Prosecutions, 
are among the men who have 
courted disgrace by using pros- 
titutes. 

There are many modish psy- 
chological theories about why 
rich and powerful men — men 
who have it all, incl udin g their 
pick of beautiful women — 
choose to risk everything for the 
sake of a furtive encounter. Es- 
capism. boredom, self-destruc- 
tive urges, the sheer thrill of 
such flagrant sexual transgres- 
sion, to name but a few. And the 
greater the risk, the bigger the 
thrill. 

It is a conundrum which 
splits the population according 
to gender. The appeal of anony- 
mous sex leaves most women 
mystified; the majority of men, 
on the other hand, understand 
it on some level and place it in 
the context of the promiscuity 
versitsHtnbn 6gamy debate. It is 
not a question of morality and 
will-power, they explain, but of 
a biological imperative that 


obliges helpless, well-inten- 
tioned men to spread their 
genes as widely as possible. Or, 
as a London cab driver might 
put it, it’s human nature, ionit? 

The notion that homo sapi- 
ens, in his sexual behaviour pat- 
terns , is driven by evolutionary 
survival strategies was given cre- 
dence by the American ge- 
neticist, Stephen Pinker, in his 
recent book. How The Mind 
Works. Pinker wrote: “The re- 
productive success of males 
depends on how many females 
they mate with, but the repro- 


She was young. Bodybuilding 
♦was her life. Did drugs kill her? 


The dangers of 
steroids are 


well-known, but 
athletes still use 



them.jBy Kate 
Watson-Smyth 


. I 7r . fc 

Joanne Amies-Winter was ex- 
"• tremely proud of her 44-28-35 
figure. She was also obsessed 

with bodybuilding, spending at 
least three hours each day hon- 
ing her physique to perfection. 

By last year, the rigid train- 
ing regime had paid off and she 
was the second strongest 
woman in the world. But ear- 
. .. her this week she died in her 
deep. The whispers about the 
use of steroids, ever present in 
the bodybuilding world, are 
getting louder. 

Her husband, Steve, himself 
a fana tical weight-lifter, has 
dismissed the suggestions ot 
dr ug-taking , saying his wife^ of 

| gkh seven months had been hoping 

W to lave a baby. “Jo never took 

any steroids ever. She was a nat- 
■ ural bodybuilder and she would 

■■'z never have taken them. She hat- 

l : " ed the idea because she thought 
/ , it belittled everything she tried 

to achieve,” he said. 

«*.' But despite his denials, one 
?§; of Mis Amies-Wmter*s botfy- 





husband, Steve 


Photograph: PA 



t winning fnerms pas prowj 
U?. mined she had taken steroids. 

7:.; : “She didn't take many, a 

minimal amount, I would say. 
n But it couldn’t have been 

steroids that killed her. She was 

/ tiymg fora baby and would baj* 
come off them months ago. _ 
Mrs Amies-Winter, wbo 
•- worked as a residential cafe 

ft: worker r diedm her sleep at 

t ’• Ber kshir e home of 4 
7;. bufltfing friend. Her husband 
. . found her lying face down* 
r hugging the pillow, on Mon^^ 
morning. The results of the po» 
mortem were inconclusive, afl 


it wffl be a fortnight before lab- 
oratory rests reveal the true 

cause of her death. 

Whatever the reason for it, 

there is no doubt that the world 

of bodybuilding is indelibly 
stained by its associations with 
steroids. However, those who 

take part in the sport claim that 

they have been unfairly tainted 
Bill TSerney, of the English 
Federation of Bodybuilding, 
s ays “it has been over-publi- 
dsed and made out robe much 
worse that it fe; Mo stp^Pte 
train ina healthy way amtthere 
is only a small minority that 

might use them.” .. 

But Michel \ferroken. di- 
rector of ethics and and-dop- 

Lgatthc Sports Conocaatd 

_*L — Unr that steroids were nfe 




situation e uncuuu — 

ftese dreg? °P^ ^ 

theyta<™ ,tI,esafeway ‘t < J 

fiTZm, but there are still 


side effects and we just do not 
know enough about them. 
There is no doubt that steroids 
are a dangerous substance. 

“If yon see a bodybuilder 
with the ‘cut look", where the 
veins stand out of the body, they 
are taking steroids. There is no 
other way of achieving that, but 
we see ft at every bodybuilding 
competition.” 

Steroids are hormones that 
occur naturally in the body 
and some, particularly the male 
hormone testosterone, have 
been modified for commercial 
use to increase rnnsde bulk. 

“There is no doubt that 
they have a massive impact on 
women because they receive a 
straight-- dose of male hor- 
mones^ said Ms Verroken. 

Professor Ray Brooks, 
Emeritus Professor of Chemi- 
cal Endocrinology at St 
Thomas’s Hospital, who helped 
devise ways to detect steroids 
in athletes, has studied their ef- 
fects on the body. “There is no 


doubt that anabolic steroids can 
kill you,” he says- “They can 
cause Uver cancer in extreme 
cases and also jaundice be- 
cause they are actually toxic to 
the liver. But the most common 
effect is on the heart, although 
that is hard to demonstrate be- 
cause it takes longer to detect” 

- Regular use of anabolic 
steroids increases the body’s 
count of low density tipo-pro- 

' teihs winch causes heart disease, 
be says. People who have a risk 
of bean disease tend to already 
have a high concentration of 
these LDLs and talcing steroids 
can increase that risk. 

A handful of deaths in 
Britain have been publicly 
linked to steroids, but they can 
be extremely hard to detect in 
the body. Tq 1994, Zoe War- 
wick, a former European body- 
building champion, killed 
herself blaming the effects of 
the steroids she took when 
competing in the late Eighties. 
And in Germany, one former 
athlete is suing her trainer, 
claiming that the steroids he 
gave her turned her into a 
man. Heidi Kreiger, who began 
taking steroids at the age of 16, 
was fed a record amount of 
testosterone - two-and-a-half 
times tbe amount recom- 
mended in East German spoils 
scientists’ secret manuals. 

- She said she became em- 
barrassed about going into 
women’s lavatories and aban- 
doned women’s dothes. Last 
year after saying she was turn- 
ing into a man , she underwent 
a sex chang e operation and be- 
came Andreas. 

It may be too eaiiy to say how 
Mis Amies-Winter died, but in 
Tier home town of Hereford yes- 
terday, friends were mourning 
the loss of a promising athlete. 
She had also achieved acclaim 
as a bodybuilder in national and 
international competitions and 
in women’s rugby. 

Mike Pariy, the secretary of 
the Hereford Triathlon Club, 
Said: “Jo was a very pro mising 
athlete. It is a terrible tragedy." 


in- 




ductive success of females does 
not depend on bow many males 
they male with. That makes fe- 
males more discriminating. 
Males woo females and mate 
with any female that lets them. 
Females scrutinise males and 
mate only with the best ones, 
the ones with the best genes.” 

Yet if it all came down to 
aude biology, the jungle should 
be full of furiously fornicating * 
birds and beasts. Bui even pri- - 
mates, ourdosest relatives, vary 
in their sexual habits. While 
chimpanzees are renowned for 


their promiscuity, gorillas stick 
with the same harem, and mate 
only wsce every couple of years. 

Tn any case, the b ehav iour of 
animals in tbe wild gives few 
dues as to wfay tbe male of the 
human ities not only seeks 
multiple partners, but abo goes 
to the lengths of paying for sex 
Despite the recent discovery by 
scientists in Antarctica of pen- 
guins wbo apparently exchange 
sexual favours for precious rocks 
and stones fo build nests, pros- 
titution is not thought to be 
prevalent m the animd kingdom. 


Perhaps the conduct of an- 
cient tribal societies could 
prove illuminating. Do the 
chip.fi? of the primitive tribes of 
Amazonia, for instance, seek 
out the choicest young girls for 
their secret delectation? Ab- 
solutely not, says Stephen 
Hugh-Jones, a social anthro- 
pologist at the University of 
Cambridge. Polygamy is the 
norm among headmen m the. 
Amazon, but clandestine fhm- 
blings are .not TbeTukano 
tribes are particularly prudish 

inthisrespect,dthough the lim- 


its of Canada and elsewhere, in- 
trigumgly, lend each other their 
spouses as a matter of courtesy. 

“There is no real parallel in 
tribal society," he says. “This 
kind of somal thrill depends on 
entering an illicit and squalid 
netherworld. Bat there are no 
seedy red light districts in the 
Amazon. I' think tribal people 
would.ffndj^5 kind of behav- 
iburraiber^d.!" ... 

Thefati thatsexual sleaze, 
-pairiciilar^Bvolving prosti- 
tutes, is a feature of large, 
faceless cities. In order to flour- 


ish, it depends on the anonymi- 
ty that does not exist in an in- 
timate community like a 
primitive tribe or a snail village. 

The full story of the in- 
ternational vice ring that placed 
a brief question mark aver 
Robert De Niro's probity has 
yet to be told. In the meantime, 
as long as the sun rises in the 
mornings, men will continue to 
pay /women for sex. Which is 
fine, if they like that sort of 
thing. Just so kmg as they don't 
use anthropology or genetics to 
justifyit 
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£10 Conran lunch 


The SndqsefNlefit and Independent 4N« Sunder fat ascooaticm %ufth Termice Conran are 
de&ghted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or eariy evening supper at 
six of London"* top restaurants throughout Febntsuy for M 


Until Saturday February 28 th, the following establishments are offering readers a 
two course lunch or early evening supper for just £10 per person. 


Howto Book 


To participate in the offer simply collect one token (tokens will be printed every day until Sat- 
urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present your token in order 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens will be 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simply collect a token from the week in which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essential and 
- all bookings are subject to availability. 


A special discount is available on selected items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de la Tour shops 

on presentation of the token. 


BUUEBJRD 


iYlGZZO 


QUACIIN 0*5 


ZINC 

BAR* GRILL 



The Independent offer is available at the 
following restaurants: 


Bluebird 350 King's Road London, SW3 5UU 
0171 559 1000 

Luxb 1 2noon- 3pm, eariy evening supper 6pm -7pm 


Blue Print Caf4 The Design Museum, 2B Shari Thames, London, SE1 
2YE 

0171378 7031 

Lundi 1 2noon- 3pm, eariy evening supper 6pm -7pm* 


Le Pont de la Tour Bar & Grill 36d Shad Thames. London, SEI 2YE 
0171403 8403 

Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm, eariy evening supper 6pm -7pm 


Blue Print Cafe 


THE INDEPENDENT INDEPENDENT 

betwe e n Saturday February 2l«and Friday February 27th 


Mezzo 100 Wfendour Street, London. W! V 3LE 
0171 3144000 

Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm, eariy evening supper 6pm - 7pm 
dosed Saturday lunchtime, open Sunday 12pm -4pm 


Quaglino's 1 6 Bury Street, Stjames's, London, SWIY6AL 
0171 930 6767 

Lunch l2noon - 3pm, eariy evening supper 5.30pm - 630pm 


Tfcfc voucher entitles tha bolder and aS meniars of dtcfc- bodta n 
panttlpec* n Tbe fadcpendarriComn Restaunra ED fandi ofcr 


Zinc Bar & Grill 21 Heddon Street, London. WIR7LF 
0171 255 8899 

The special 3 course menu s available between !2noonand7pm 
between Monday and Wednesday the offer is extended ixitii 1 1 pm* 


The rffer is aralaWe 7 (teysawedcatallsxrestaurante • 

* Closed firombpmen Sunday Ofe 1 not &alabie ^et 6pm ai February 1 4 
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He’s the boss - 
and so is she. But 
there is turmoil at 
EMI, the $4bn 
record empire. By 
Patrick M Reilly 


Reprinted with permission of the Wall Strut 
Journal Europe. Copyright 1998 Dow Jones & 
Co. 


THEY are the anointed king and queen of 
rock’n’roll. In an industry which artists 
complain has been taken over by “suits’’ Ken 
and Nancy Berry stand ouL The couple's 
hone in the Bel Air section of Los Ange- 
les often serves as a late-night crash pad for 
itinerant rock stare and music producers. It 
was on the Berrys' patio that five young 
women with a boom box choreographed their 
way toward a record contract and became 
the Spice Girls last year. 

He is president of EMI Recorded Mu- 
sic, the largest and most important unit of 
the EMI Group. His $4bn empire includes 
and Virgin and Capitol labels and artists like 
Janet Jackson, S mashing Ptnti plrfn s and the 
Rolling Stoaes. She handles advertising and 
promotional campaigns for artists her hus- 
band signs. 

But lately there has been tumult in the 
Berrys' musical kingdom. The Spice Girls 
helped raise EMTs US market share from 
last to third out of six in 1997 and plumped 
Virgin’s profits, but new releases from stars 
such as Steve Winwood bombed. The 
Stones, David Bowie and Ms Jackson have 
undersold industry expectations, despite their 
miiiri -milli oiT-dnllnr advances and expensive 
promotions. When nominations for the 
Grammy Awards were counted, the Spice 
Girls were ignored, which doesn’t bode well 
for the longevity of EMTs top-selling act 

EMTs stock has fallen 21 per cent in the 
past year after accounting for a stock split 
as the record industry has suffered through 
a global slump marked by weak sales growth 
and slipping profits. Last month EMI 
warned that poor sales in Japan and Asia 
would depress operating profit for the fis- 
cal year ending31 March. As the share price 
has dropped rumours have resurfaced that 
Seagram Co or Whit Disney Co may btiy 
EMI though both deny current interest and 
EMI says it isn't for sale. 

Meanwhile EMTs executive ranks have 
been in turmoil since last September, when 
Mr Beny, 46, elevated his wife, a 39-year- 
old executive in charge of "special projects” 
to the lofty title of vice chairman of Virgin 
Records American. Virgin President Phil 
Quartararo defected to rival Time Warner 
Inc’s Winter Bros Records telling friends he 
was tired of sparring with Mis Berry over 
everything from budgets to credit to devel- 
oping the careers of rock acts. 

The high-profile appointment of Mis 
Beny only cranked up the volume on the 
negative buzz about her in the music industry 
from charges that she owes her standing to 
nepotism and treats subordinates badly, to 
more spurious reports about be r sex life. Mrs 
Berry has been the subject of frequent at- 
tacks in the press, usually from unidentified 
sources, accusing her of having affaire with 
recording artists. Reports of her pro fessional 
conduct and her alleged affairs so -alarmed 
executives at EMTs parent company in Lon- 
don that EMI Chairman Sir Colin South- 
gate looked into the matter last summer. 

No one disputes Mr Berry’s talents in 
finding new music or his role in building Vir- 
gin into one of Lhe hottest labels. But the 
controversy surrounding his wife has been 
a constant source of distraction and em- 
barrassment for both the Berrys and EMI. 

Mr Berry’s future role at EMI has also 
been thrown into question by new uncertainty 
over who mil take lhe helm of EMI Group. 
The board has effectively rejected a suc- 
cession plan that called for its chairman. Sir 
Cc^ 59, to be replaced EMI Music chief 
executive James Fifield, 55. Mr Berry’s di- 
rect boss and ally. Mr Fifield planned to sign 
a new contract to lead lhe company unlfl 
2002, after which insiders believed Mr 
Beny would be ready to succeed him. 

But that plan was blown to bits when Sir 
Colin withdrew his suppon. Though he didn't 
return calls seddng comment, people familiar 
with the company say Sir Colin decided he 
wasn't ready to relinquish power yetand per- 
suaded his allies on the board that Mr Fi- 
ficld should continue to report to him. There 
are said to be concerns that Mr Fifield is an- 
gered by that decision and might now leave 
the company before ins existing contract runs 
out next April. 

How Sir Colin will deal with Mr Beny 
is unclear. Last May he praised him as the 
leader of "the next generation of manage- 
ment" at EMI. But people dose to the com- 
pany say he has become increasingly critical 
of some of Mr Berry's personnel decisions. 

The Berrys dismiss charges of nepotism 
and say they arc disgusted by the attacks on 
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3CeciaI projects" team to work with, ate 
began to clash with some of [ Yj**®? 2^. 
ecutives, including the president- 
tarara Mr Berry at times 
settle rising tensions between the two, 

deserved credit for the success of the 
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Smashing Pumpkins. 

When Mr Quartararo’s contract nego- 
tiations started last summer, he askedMr 


v . 

... .. 


Beny to rein in his wife and prevent her .^°^ 
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Street-fighting man: Mick Jagger of the Rolling Stones, who EMI's Virgin label for $42m 


Photograph: AP 


Mre Berrys reputation. He says her ap- 
pointment to vice chairman was simply recog- 
nition for years of work. “She has been in 
the company 20 years ... She is helpful in 
talking to artists, she is involved in signings, 
she knows how k works." says Mr Beny. 

He notes that she recently was instru- 
mental in landing Nellec Hooper, a high- 
profile producer who has worked with 
Madonna, U2 and Bjork. Virgin is expect- 
ed to announce soon that it mil take a half- 
ownership of Mr Hooper’s new label called 
Meanwhile 

Mrs Berry is not shy about defending her 
work. “I was certainly responsible for the 
strategy of working with superstar artists," 
she says. “T cut through the corporate red 
tape ... There probably isn't anybody like 
me who has had the opportunities I had io 
grow up with a company and learn all the 
international operations." Mrs Berry con- 
cedes that she is demanding but she insists 
that she hasn't received special favours os 
wife of the chairman. As for rumours that 
she has had affairs with musicians, "I don't 
have sexual relationships with artists," she 
says - “I have friendships with artists". 

Mrs Berry hardly fits the current profile 
of many corporate record executives where 
most of the women in top jobs these days 
tend toward tailored Armani trouser suits. 
With a mane of black hair and striking fea- 
tures she wears light slacks or short skirts 
and holds meetings in bore feet when she 
isn't balancing on platform heels. Her office 
is filled with seemed candles; a pack of well- 
thumbed tarot cards sits on her desk. She- 
once had astrological charts prepared for Vir- 
gin's employees and found “a high correla- 
tion to locative-oriented astrological signs 7 '. 

But she has earned grudging respect for 
using her ties to artists, video directors and 
designers to create memorable and money- 
making campaigns for EMI artists. As feu: 
critics who say her aim is seizing more pow- 
er, she says she doesn’t care about titles or 
corporate fiefs and hasn't signed an em- 
ployment contract. 

Mrs Beny routinely throws late-night re- 
ceptions at laces like the Opium Den in Los 
Angeles, frequents dubs like the Vault in 
New York City and slips backstage,, at 
Rolling Stones and U2 conceits - activities 
usually left to the twentysomethrngs in 
most record companies' “A&R"4lc part- 
men ts. The Berrys have forged friendships 
with veteran rockers like Mick Jagger and 
rising groups like The Smashing Pumpkins. 

According to Mrs Beny the music scene 
is all pari of her job. “Lenny Kravitz is nev- 


er going to come to my office for a meet- 
ing. I see him backstage," she says. “I am 
doing that at one in the morning. I spend 
as much time as I can out on the road with 
artists In one recent week, she flew to IVfr 
ami to be with the Smashing Pumpkins and 
the Rolling Stones for a benefit, then on to 
Las Vegas to be with Mr Bowie at a conceit, 
to San Francisco to visit Virgin's new bit band 
Verve. “I saw more than 30 shows on the 
world-wide tour" for the Rolling Stones’ 
"Voodoo Lounge” she says. 

As for her appearance - “I do dress 
young,” she says. “The way I dress is not in- 
appropriate for Virgin or my lifestyle." 
Mis Berry blames much of the venom di- 
rected at her on the fact that she is a pow- 
erful attractive woman in a business still 
dominated by men. But critics have long con- 
tended that she uses her relationship with 
her husband to further her own interests; as 
farbadtas 1993 Billboard magazine declared 
her “the Hillary Clinton of the Global 
Recording Business". Even investor who fol- 
low the company find her role puzzling. 


a real rock ‘n’ roll girl” Mr Beny, meanwhile 
wins praise as a low-key, determined man 
who knows when to stand firm and when to 
bend with petulant demanding rock stars. 
‘Artists should be in the spotlight, not ex- 
ecutives,” he says and his wife concurs. Last 
autumn Mr Berry joined Mr Fifield in try- 
ing to placate country star Garth Brooks who 
was threatening to hold up the release of his 
highly anticipated Sevens album because he 
was unhappy with EMTs Capitol Nashville 
management. 

Mr Beny flew to Chicago for a late-night 
negotiating session al the star's hotel. Mr 
Beny agreed to reassign the bead of that la- 
bel, promoted an executive Mr Brooks fell 
had his interests at heart, and Sei'erts came 
out as scheduled. 

To a large degree, the situation at EMI 
reflects the uneasy marriage of the uncon- 
venlional, irreverent world of rock’n’roll with 
the increasingly corporate world of the record 
business. When the Berrys started out in the 
late 1970s at the fledgling Virgin Records, 
the industry was the wild and undisciplined 
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Michael Woodcock, a stock analyst with Nik- 
ki Europe based in London, says “We arc 
intrigued where Ken and Nancy's respon- 
sibilities begin and end." 

The Berrys deny that he simply rubber- 
stamps anything she wants. Last autumn she 
fought EMI executives - including her hus- 
band - over her spending plans for a David 
Bowie video. She says she had "healed dis- 
cussions" with Mr Berry but ultimately con- 
vinced him it was worth it She persuaded 
Trent Rianor, lead singer of Nine Inch Nails, 
to appear in the video, hired in-demand 
British directors Dom and Nick and helped 
to boost sales of Mr Bowie s latest record. 

Mrs Beny co-wrote and oversaw the 
shooting of the $300,000 video on Man- 
hattan’s Lower East Side. "I can't remem- 
ber the last time someone of her echelon 


showed up at a video shoot Dr repeatedly 
al my concerts." Mr Bowie says. "Nancy's 


purview of entrepreneurs and risk-inking im- 
presarios al independent record labels, lb- 
day the company they helped to launch is, 
like its rivals, pari of a corporate behemoth 
pieced together by gobbling up companies 
like Virgin and Capital, the legendary home 
of Frank Sinatra and the Beach Boys. 

Mr Beny got his start in London back 
in 1973. as a derk in the accounts depart- 
ment at Virgin Records. Founder Richard 
Branson took notice of the 21 -year-old, 
plucking "Kenny in accounts" to he his per- 
sonal assistant. '! could always get a straight 
answer from him," Mr Branson says. 

In the late 1970s. Mr Branson dis- 
patched his protege to New York to estab- 
lish a US base for Virgin. It was there that 
Mr Berty met Nancy Myers, a 19-ycar-old 
scomdaty- school dropout who was peddling 
demo tapes for rock hands from Detroit. The 
two became inseparable, sharing an apart- 


ment (which also served as Virgin head- 
quarters), and Nancy soon became an em- 
ployee at the loosely structured Virgin. 

But their attempts to ger a US foothold 
floundered as they failed to land solid US 
acts. Chastened, they ccracentraicd in the ear- 
ly 1980s on expanding Virgin’s reach over- 
seas. Though they remained based in 
London, where they married in 1985, Mr 
Berry gave the US market another shot in 
19S6, and this time struck gpld. Now well- 
connected in the music business, he ap- 
pointed American executives who quickly 
nabbed up-and-coming acts such as Paula 
Abdul and UB40 and successfully launched 
Virgin Records America in Los Angeles. 
With a few hits under his belt, he pursued 
luminaries, notably the Rolling Slones, who 
some thought were past their prime. Virgin 
paid heavily for the name recognition, pay- 
ing the Stones $42m in 1991 to join Virgin. 

In 1992, what was then Thom-EMI put 
down 5960m for Virgin Records, though its 
sales were about $570m and its operating 
profit only $40m or so. Mr Beny stayed on 
as chairman and chief executive of Virgin, 
douhling Virgin’s profits in the first year un- 
der EMI after paring back the artist roster. 
In September 1994, he was moved to bring 
some the Virgin “shine" to EMTs operations 
□rid was given the new post of president and 
chief executive to EMI Records Group In- 
ternational , a new unit responsible for the 
world outside North America. 

But EMI’s trouble were piling up in the 
US, and top brass in London and New York 
came to regard the American company as 
a "rogue" operation, where exccutmxfen- 
joyed lush perks and high salaries but failed 
to make an impression on album charts, i.iq 
May, EMI ousted 57-ycar-old Charles Kop- 
pleman, who since 1993 had run the North 
American operations after EMI acquired his 
music-publishing company in J9S9. 

After Mr Berry’s move last summer he 
quickly dosed EMI’s New York hcadqiiar- 
tors, dropped two record labels and slashed 
125 jobs. The label dosings led artists such 

w Ji m Sccada and Sinead O'Connor to leave 

EMI. The company said it would take a 
$ 187m write-down for its US operations and 
for a then-troubled retail environment, re- 
sulting in a 24 percent plunge in EMTs pre- 
tax profit for the year ended 31 Marcfo 

Meanwhile, as her husband s star rose, 
wdtd Nancy Berry's. Wirking nut of Lorn 
don and then Lus Angeles, she oversaw 
music yutensand advertising campaigns for 
Virgm s biggest stars. Warned by hc?com. 
pany iu hold down cusls on Ms Jackson’s 


enyioreinjmui»wuw«««, 

interfering with his operations as presi at 
of Vhgjn Records America. Mr Beny will 
not reveal what Mr Quartararo asked tor. 
but be acknowledges that one topic on the 
table was “Nancy's role in the company . Mr 
Berry, however, says: “We worked iL out 
By last September, with Mr Quartararo 
fielding an offer to take the job of president 
af Time, Warner Inc-’s Winter Bros. Records 

unit, Mr Berry decided not to sign Mr Quar- 
tararo. Virgin staffers and industry execu- 
tives were shocked when, on 22 September. 
Mr Berry named his wife vice chairman of 
Virgin America and Virgin World-wide. A 
press release that day said the announcement 
of Mrs Berry as well as a new British exec- 
utive team to run Virgin America, “foDowed" 
Mr Quartararo’s resignation and decision to 
pursue interests outside Virgin. Mr Quar- 
tararo made an agreement not to discuss the 
matter and says he is sticking by iL 

Mrs Berry’s fierce determination to win 
often led to clashes with fellow executives. 
In the autumn of 1996, she eagerly tried to 
sign Oen Vailand, who produced and co- 
wrote Jagged Lode PUL the Alanis Morisette 
record-setting debut album. But Mrs Berry 
lost the producer to Gary Gersh. head of 
EMI sister label Capitol Records. Though 
she denies it, others at the company say Mrs 
Beny bad Mr Gersh barred from attending 
a Virgin Records party at New York's lux- 
urious Four Seasons Hotel in September 
1996. Mr Gersh will not discuss the matter, 
but Mr Berry says, “Nancy was unhappy be- 
cause he prevailed,” adding that it was “wa- 
ter under the bridge". 

But the most damaging attacks on Mrs 
Berry began appearing in the press in ear- 
ly 1996, when the Daily Minor reported that 
she was the “other woman" in a marital split 
between actress Patsy Kensil and Jim Kerr, 
singerwiih Simple Minds, a band signed to 
Vugin. A spokesman for the Berrys called 
the reports “ludicrous, just gossip". A brief 
article in Forbes in November labelled her 
a “groupie turned record executive” and 
added, “her relationships with many per- 
formers - well, let’s just say they’re unusu- 
ally close”. 

Sir Colin, EMTs chairman, wrote to Steve 
Forbes, editor in chief of the ma gazin e, call- 
ing the article’s “malicious innuendo ... un- 
worthy" of Forbes. Bui earlier last summer 
the patrician Sir Colin asked Mr Branson’ 
Vugin’s founder, to talk to his longtime friend T i 
Mr Berry about "getting his wife under con- 
trol , according to a top executive al EMJ 
in London. EMTs chairman considered bk- 
sip over her exploits “damaging to the ren- 
utauon of his company", ibe executive sa£ 
Mr Branson confirms thai he spoke to 
wife's preroolim 
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Sir James Tait 


IAMES TAIT was one of that 
doughty breed of Scottish en- 
gineers renowned both for their 
technical accomplishments and 
for their role in the development 
of engineering education In 
1966 he was the first Vice- 
Chancellor of the City Univer- 
sity, London, and can be said to 
have created that university 
through his vision, determina- 
tion and ability. 

In the mid-1950s, the gov- 
i eminent had one of its period- 
ic anxieties about engineering 
higher education and desig- 
nated as “Colleges of Advanced 
Technology 5 " (CATs) about a 
dozen of the largest technical 
colleges up and down the coun- 
try. There were three in London 
- including the Northampton 
Polytechnic, destined to be- 
come London’s second univer- 
sity. Thit became its Principal 
in 1957. 

The CATs were firmly wed- 
ded to the “sandwich” method 
of engineering education, in 
which students spent six months 
of each calendar year in the col- 
lege and six months training in 
^industry. Tait was a leading na- 
tional champion of the sandwich 
principle, which he claimed was 
first introduced in Scotland at the 
beginning of the centuiy. 

The following decade was 
one of great challenge and ex- 
pansion in higher education. In 
steering the development of 
Northampton CAT Tail con- 
firmed his reputation as an 
outstanding administrator gu id- 
ed by a clear academic vision. 
He encouraged substantial aca- 
demic development at the high- 
est levels and supervised the 
planning of new heavy labora- 
tories for electrical, rivil and me- 
chanical engineering. All ibis 
was accomplished with a char- 
acteristic twinkle of the eye 
which will be recollected by all 
^jbose who worked with him. 

Then, in 1963, a govern- 
ment report by Lord Robbins 
recommended that the CATs 


should be universities. Of the 
jwo other CATs in London. 
Battersea decided to move out 
to become Surrey University 
while Chelsea joined London 
University. There were pres- 
sures on the Northampton to 
lollow one or other of those ex- 
amples but Tait was determined 
that there should be a second 
university in the heart of Lon- 
don, operating in close associ- 
ation with industry, commerce 
and the financial institutions of 
the City. 

However, London Univer- 
sity disliked the idea that any 
other university should have the 
word “London” in its title. 
Also, the new university was not 
actually within the City “square 
mile '. How then to obtain the 
title “City University, London”? 
Easy. Tail persuaded the Privy 
Council that the word “Lon- 
don” could be used simply as an 
address. Then, in a brilliant 
stroke, he and the first Pro- 
Chancellor, Oliver Thompson, 
of Shell conceived the idea that 
the Lord Mayor of London 
should be the Chancellor of the 
university. So. uniquely among 
UK universities, the Chancellor 
would change every year. This 
arrangement got the enthusi- 
astic blessing of the City fathers 
and set the foundations for the 
vital links with the City which 
have served the university so 
well since then. 



Tait: dear academic vision 


The first decade after be- 
coming a university was marked 
liy a broadening of the acade- 
mic spectrum supported by a ju- 
dicious combination of internal 
and external appointments to 
senior academic positions, ,1b 
the young university’s tradi- 
tional strengths in engineering, 
ophthalmic optics and the new 
science of digital computing 
were added business studies 
and the applied social sciences. 
A notable coup was the ap- 
pointment of Sir Robert Birley, 
the former headmaster of Eton, 
to the chair of humanities. 

Tbit began life in the mining 
village of Ochiltree in Ayishire, 
where his father was an estate 
gardener. After leaving the vil- 
lage school at 14 to take up an 
apprenticeship with a Kil- 
marnock firm, Glenfield and 
Kennedy, and starting his en- 
gineering education by evening 
study, much the commonest 
method in those days, he won 
a scholarship to the Royal Tech- 
nical College in Glasgow. 

He gained an engineering 
diploma, with distinction in 
electrical subjects and success 
in every phase of the technical 
curriculum, was appointed a lec- 
turer at the college, and stayed 
in Glasgow till 1946. Meanwhile, 
in 1939, he had married a Scots 
lass, Mary Linton; when he 
died, they were only a year short 
of their diamond wedding. 

When Tail came south in 
1946 it was as Head of the Elec- 
trical Engineering Department 
at Pbnsraoulh Municipal Col- 
lege. A year later he went, in an- 
other promotion, to a similar 
but larger post in London, at the 
Northampton Polytechnic, 
whose students took London 
University degrees. Unlike 
books, engineers benefit from 
translation and Tait’s success at 
the Northampton led in 1951 to 
his appointment as Principal at 
"Woolwich Polytechnic. 

When Thit became Principal 
of the Northampton CAT in 


Ivan Beavis 


AS ONE of Coronation Street's 
celebrated original cast. Ivan 
Beavis portrayed the widowed 
bus conductor Harry Hewitt for 
four years, facing the prospect 
of bringing up his tearaway 
daughter Lucille following the 
death of her mother in a car 
crash, before finding happiness 
by marrying the Rovers Return 
barmaid Concepta Riley, 
fv. Often seen propping up the 
"bar of television’s most famous 
pub with his friend Len Fair- 
dough - played by Peter Adam- 
son - Harry was one of the 
Street’s most popular characters 
and a role that Beavis found dif- 
ficult to shake off after leaving 
the programme. “Harry was a 
something and nothing charac- 
ter and. because of that, every- 
one liked him.” the actor 
explained. 

Acting had not been the 
Liverpool-born star’s first 
choice of career. After serving 
for three years in the Fleet Air 
yVrn (1943-46) at the end of the 
Second World War, Beavis 
joined the accountants Price 
Waterhouse's Manchester of- 
fice. before becoming company 
accountant for Industrial Mod- 
els. After contracting TB be was 
admitted to a sanitoriura in 
Shropshire for six months. 

While convalescing back in 
Manchester, be took up ama- 


teur dramatics, working with 
such companies as the Little 
Theatre Guilds Unnamed So- 
ciety. He made his stage debut 
as an ageing gardener in Man 
.4bout the House but was soon 
taking leading roles. Eventual- 
ly, he turned professional. 

After arriving unannounced 
to see the Granada Television 
casting director Margaret Mor- 
ris, he m3dc his television d£but 
in the popular situation come- 
dy The Army Game , which 
made stars of Bill Fraser and Al- 
fie Bass. He followed it up with 
roles in other Granada pro- 
grammes such as Skyport, 
Knight Errant Limited , Biggies 
and On Trial. 

Harry Elton, who produced 
Biggies, was instrumental in en- 
couraging the writer Tony War- 
ren to create a serial based on 
his knowledge of life in a work- 
ing-class Northern backstreet. 
It eventually became Coronation 
Street , with Margaret Morris as 
its first casting director. Beav- 
is was cast as shy widower 
Harry Hewitt and made his 
d£but in the second episode of 
the serial, screened on 14 De- 
cember 1960. five days after 
most of the original cast had 
been seen in the historic first 
broadcasL 

The serial was an immediate 
hit and one of Harry’s first 


dilemmas was the return of his 
11 -year-old daughter Lucille 
(Jennifer Moss), who wanted to 
live with him after a year in a 
council orphanage, following 
the death of her mother in a car 
crash. In 1961, Harry found new 
love with barmaid Concepta Ri- 
ley (Doreen Keogh), they mar- 
ried and had a son, Christopher. 
When, in October 1962. the 
baby was kidnapped, it gave 
Coronation Street its most 
dramatic storyline to date and 
a then-record 21 million 
viewers. 

Tvo years later, Harry and 
Concepta were written out by 
axe-wielding new producer, Tim 
Aspinall. The couple relumed 
briefly in 1967 for Elsie Tinner's 



Beavis as Harry: ‘ a something 
and nothing character* 


1957 there were about 800 full- 
time and sandwich students 
and 1.200 part-time day stu- 
dents. When he retired in 1974 
the University Grams Com- 
mittee had approved resources 
for some 2^00 undergraduates 
and 600 postgraduates involv- 
ing about 300 staff. During his 
tenure a huge rebuilding pro- 
gramme had been undertaken 
and halls of residence brought 
into operation. 

Tliil was knighted in 1969 
and received a number of aca- 
demic honours. For 12 years un- 
til 1976 he was a member of the 
National Electronic Council 
and served on the boards of 
numerous academic bodies and 
institutions. He was a Chartered 
Engineer and a Fellow of the In- 
stitution of Electrical Engi- 
neers and of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers. 

All his life Tail was proud of 
his Scottish origins and spent 
many holidays north of the 
border. Outdoor pursuits were 
his great love and at an eariv age 
he was active in the Scouting 
movement. LaLer, from his 
home near the Thames in Ted- 
dington. he gave many years of 
devoted service as an elder of 
the PrcsbyLcrian Church on 
Richmond Green. 

Jack Levy and 
Edwin Harrison 

James Sharp Tdt, engineer and uni- 
versity od /raustrut or bom Odtitree, 
Ayrshire 13 June 1912: Lecturer. Roy- 
al Technical College, Glasgow 1935- 
46; Head of Electrical Engineering 
Department, Portsmouth Mmsopal 
College 1946-47: Head of Electri- 
cal Engineering Department, j 
Northampton Polytechnic 1947-51. 
Principal (Northampton College of 
Advanced Technology. London) 1957- I 
66. Ytce-ChanceHor and Principal I 
(Gty University, London) 1966-74; 
Principal, Woolwich Polytechnic 
1951-56; Ki 1969: married 1939 
Mary Linton (two sons, one daugh- 
ter); died Teddington. Middlesex 18 
February 1998. 


second wedding, but another 
major drama saw Harry crushed 
to death after the reception 
when bricks used to jack up Len 
Fairclough’s broken-down old 
van gave way as he was trying 
to repair iL 

Although forever remem- 
bered as likeable Harry, Beav- 
is acted in many programmes 
after leaving the Street. They in- 
cluded episodes of popular se- 
ries such as Z Can, Crown 
Court , Special Branch, The Liv- 
er Birds , No Honestly , The 
Onedin Line , The Enigma 
Files , Juliet Bravo , Shine on 
Haney Moon, Truckers, Par- 
adise Postponed. The BiU and 
Casualty. 

On stage, Ivan Beavis acted 
in the West End and appeared 
with the Royal Shakespeare 
Company as Leonato in Much 
Ado about Nothing. Agamem- 
non in Troiltts and Cress'uia, 
Lovewit in The Alchemist and 
Montague in Romeo and Juliet. 
He also toured New Zealand 
with Pat Phoenix (Coronation 
Street's Elsie Tanner) in 
Gasligfu. 

Anthony Hayward 

Ivan Beavis, actor: bom Liverpool 
22 April 1926; married 1956 
Kathleen Atkins (one son, one 
daughter): died 24 December 
1997. 



Grandpa Jones 


LOUIS MARSHALL JONES 
was for over 6U years one of the 
most popular stars in countty 
music. A singer, banjoist and all- 
around entertainer, he gained 
the sobriquet “Grandpa Jones" 
at the agepf only 22. 

In the mid-Thirties he and 
Joe Troyan, “Bashful Harmon- 
ici* Joe”, had joined Bradley 
Kincaid’s radio show on WBZ. 
Boston. When letters poured in 
asking after the singer with 
“the old voice”. Kincaid fur- 
nished Jones both with a new 
name and with the stage attire 
which later became bis trade- 
mark: fiat round hat, spectacles, 
braces, white hair and mous- 
tache and, initially, a pair of 100- 
year-old hoots. It was a persona 
that was to stay with him for 
over six decades. 

The youngest of 10 children 
of a Kentucky sharecropping 
family, young Louis, in common 
with many musicians of his gen- 
eration. idolised America's Blue 
YodeQer Jimmie Rodgers. A! the 
age of 15, playing guitar and 
singing in the style of his hero. 
Jones won a talent contest or- 
ganised by the hillbilly recording 
pioneer Wendell Hall and found 
himself in demand locally. 

In 1934 he joined Lum and 


Abner's Pine Ridge String 
Band, making the move to 
Boston a year later. In 1937 be 
joined the cast of the WWVA 
Wheeling Jamboree, broadcast- 
ing out of Wheeling, West Vir- 
ginia, where he was taught lo play 

banjo in the traditional chop 
thumb hailing style by Cousin 
Emmy (Cynthia May Carver). 

He made his recording d£but 
the same year, returning to the 
studio on completion of his 
war service to join Merle Travis 
and Alton and Rabon Delmore 
in forming The Brown’s Ferry 
Four, a largely gospel quartet 
whose work for Syd Nathan’s 
Cincinnati-based King label is 
now much valued by aficiona- 
dos. He also enjoyed solo suc- 
cess, cutting tracks like “Old 
Rattler” and “Mountain Dew” 
that were effectively to become 
signature songs. 

After signing to RCA in 
1952, he found himself record- 
ing predominantly novelty num- 
bers including “I’m No 
Communist", “Herd O’ Tur- 
tles", “Gooseberry Pie” and 
“TV Blues”, but balked, per- 
haps understandably, when 
asked to tackle “Hey, Liberace”. 
Unhappy at the musical direc- 
tion in which he was being 


pushed, he then switched to 
Decca. His output for the label 
although limited, included some 
of his finest work: “Eight More 
Miles Tb Louisville”, “Whiting 
For A Train” and the superb 
“Falling Leaves” which was be- 
latedly issued in 1992. 

Label-hopping to Monu- 
ment. he found hims elf in the 
country Top Tfen for the first and 
last time in 1962 with a remake 
of Jimmie Rodgers’s “T For 
Texas” one of several songs by 
his hero he cut over the years. 

Exposure on the burgeoning 
folk circuit over the next decade 
broadened his audience as. in 
more dramatic style, did his ap- 
pearances on the popular syn- 
dicated television show Hee 
Haw. Jones was no stranger to 
the medium, having appeared on 
Connie B. Gay's Whshington- 
based show in the late Forties, 
but his membership of the Hee 
Haw cast brought his old-time 
music and cornbaU comedy into 
millions of American homes. 

In 1978 Grandpa Jones was 
inducted into the Country Mu- 
sic Hall of feme. Six years lat- 
er an autobiography was 
published: Everybody's Grand- 
pa : Fifty "tears Behind the Mike 
which contrasted the highs of his 


career - his happy marriage to 
his wife Ramona, his member- 
ship of the Grand Ole Opry - 
with the tragic 1973 murder of 
his friend and fellow Opiy star 
Stringbean (David Akeman). 

A fcDow comic and banjo 
player, Akeman and Jones had 
both performed on the Opry on 
10 November, and had agreed 
to meet early the next day for a 
hunting trip to Virginia. That 
nigh t on their return to their 
GoodlettsvDle farm, Akeman 
and his wife Estelle were gunned 
down by cousins John and Dou- 
glas Brown in a bungled robbery. 
Jones found the bodies at 6.40 
the following morning. 

Over the past few years, 
Jones continued to appear reg- 
ularly on the Opiy; a duet ver- 
sion of “Eight More Miles Tb 
Louisville”, with Willie Nelson 
on the latter’s 1995 album Just 
One Love, proved that the oc- 
togenerian could still sing and 
play as exuberantly as ewer. 

Paul Wadey 

Louts Marshall ( Grandpa ) Jones, 
singer and banjo player bom Nia- 
grq Kentucky 20 October I9B; twice 
married (one son, three daughters); 
died Nashville, Tennessee 19 Feb- 
ruary 1998. 


Anton Rosenberg 


ANTON ROSENBERG was a , 
forerunner of the all-pervasive 
modern culture of cooL He 
was so cool, or to use the ter- 
minology of the 1950s, hip. that 
he was best known for doing 
nothing very much at all. 

As a studied student of in- 
action and detachment, Rosen- 
berg was the embodiment of the 
beat movement’s ideal of the 
hipster and was the model for 
the character Julian Alexander 
in Jack Kerouac’s novel The 
Subterraneans (1958). 

He was a painter of some tal- 
ent and he played the piano with 
Charlie Parker, Zoot Sims and 
other jazz figures of the day. But 
if be remained an obscure fig- 
ure of the beat movement it was 
because be {bund his calling ear- 
ly. Once the poet Allen Gins- 
berg had discovered him leaning 
languidly against a car parked 
in Iron t of Fugazzi’s bar on 6th 
Avenue in Greenwich Village, 
Manhattan, and dubbed its co- 
terie of laid-back hipsters “the 


subterraneans”, there was little 
more for Rosenberg to aspire to. 

Following Ginsberg's lead, 
Kerouac recognised that 
Rosenberg in his twenties - a 
thin, unshaven, quiet and 
strange young man of imposing 
good looks - was the epitome 
of the aesthetic that shunned en- 
thusiasm and scorned ambi- 
tion. He adopted Ginsberg's 
title for his book hut moved the 
locale to San Francisco to avoid 
the risk of libel action by the 
Greenwich Village regulars who 
populaied its pages under fic- 
titious names. Thus Rosenberg 
became Julian Alexander, a 
man Kerouac called “the angel 
of the subterraneans”. 

“They are hip without being 
slick,” he wrote of the bar’s 
denizens. “They are intelligent 
without being corny, they are in- 
tellectual as hell and know all 
about Pound without being pre- 
tentious or talking too much 
about it, they are very quiet, they 
are very Christ-like.” 


The son of a wealthy New 
York industrialist, Rosenberg 
served a year in the Army and 
studied briefly at the Universi- 
ty of North Carolina. By the 
time he was discovered by Gins- 
berg be had already spent a year 
in Paris imbibing the Left Bank 
bohemian atmosphere of Caf6 
Flore and Cafi* Les Deux 
Magots with James Baldwin, 
Terry Southern and other fig- 
ures engaged in perfecting the 
attitudes and inflections of cooL 

By 1950 he was back in New 
York. He opened a print shop 
in Greenwich Village and lived 
in a tenement Ginsberg called 
Paradise Valley, and later in an 
industrial loft in a bad neigh - 
bourhood long before it became 
fashionable. 

Naturally, drugs were a sta- 
ple of the scene and on one leg- 
endary occasion, Rosenberg 
and his friends at the San Remo 
bar intercepted a shipment of 
the hallucinogen peyote from 
Exotic Plant Co of Laredo, 


Texas and congregated at bis loft 
for an all-night party and jazz 
jam session. But if marijuana 
was universal among the hip- 
sters, it was opiates that set the 
subterraneans apart. Rosen- 
berg was a heroin addict for 
most of his life and appeared as 
a character in W illiam Bur- 
roughs’ book Junkie (1953). 

As his habits did not lend 
themselves to a productive life. 
Rosenberg at least had the 
foresight to marry a school- 
teacher who remained charmed 
enough by his ways to support 
the family while he continued 
to paint, play music, and amuse 
himself and his friends. 

One of his sons is a New 
York City police detective 
who specialises in drug en- 
forcement. 

Edward HeJmore 

Anton Rosenberg, artist arid painter 
bom 1926; married (three sons); 
(Bed Woodstock, New York 14 
February 1998. 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

ff OLD: Charlotte Olivia Haywani a 
daughter to Alexis and Simon on ZJ 
February hi Yor*. 8b5oz. Afl welL 

DEATHS 

OfTORD: Marguerite Yvonne, died 
peacefully after a sbort airu^m -4 
ra xr mn y 1998. Dear* lovcdw^ot 
Cyril, much-towed mates at Marg^w 

StKeLOxfoxd, on Tbesday 3 March 
aStera, fallowed 
OxtodQanatariunx Fhnuly 
only, please, but donations for toe 
Rcyal Sodeiy for dw 
Birds, 46Thc Green. South Bar. Ban- 
bury, Oxfordshire. 

For GnMtt BIRTHS. MAFWAGES & 

DEATHS, telephone 0171-293 

ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

aasa »iaiS 3gs 

rrtaj hkIk PMsdcat. the 

far Qncn. viiffc. DmnlrtO Vli GeDo*** Carer* 

Came, Dumfries 

Changing of die Guard 

71k KoraduU CmhV Mourned 


Haun, journalist and 
5; Mr Paddy Ashdown 
iberal Democrats. 57; 
utter, former drpkmuL, 
u Pathway Group, 71; 
Vries, novelist, 88; Sir 
Kfl> 72; Viscount Head, 
tse trainer, 61; Mr Alan 
mer general secretary, 
: Ms Fiona Jones MP, 
o Jones, writer, 76; Sir 
. fine art specialist. 73; 
idc-Smiih, poet and art 
lan McGany, general 
rich Actors’ Equity As- 
Professor Sir Donald 
man, Pieda pic, 61; Mr 
rland Smith, chairman, 
jjc, 65; Mr Ralph N3d- 
cc ns uiner activist, 64; 
Neuberger, 48; Mr 
±, cricketer, 54; Mr AJ- 
os. operatic tenor. 63; 
azen, golfer, 96; PSro- 
Scmion. writer and 
54; Mr Magnus M ne- 
arer, former Lord- 
r Shetland, 74; Dame 
tey, prima ballerina, 59; 
id, director. National 
dedical Research, 57; 
Sloan, former Chief 
trathdyde. 67; Mr Ken- 
ashion designer. 59; 


|rior,aarc».uu,r*u 
Sandy WDson, foi- 
for Personnel and 
pto the Queen, 57; 
dward, actress, 67; 
GraSham. chair- 
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Cross-examination of accused was inappropriate 


Anniversaries 

Births: Constantine the Great, 
Roman emperor, 280; Henry Wids- 
worth Longfellow, poet, 1807; Dame 
Ellen AKcia Tfcny, actress. 1847; 
Enrico Caruso, operatic tenor. 1873; 
John Ernst Steinbeck, writer, 1902. 
Deaths: John Arbulhnot, satirist 
and creator of the character “John 
BoD”, 1735; Samuel Pierponi Lang- 
ley, astronomerand aeronaut, 1906; 
Joan Greenwood, actress, 1987; Lil- 
lian Gish (Lillian Diana de Guicbe), 
actress, 1993. On this day: the first 
trade mission from Russia reached 
London, 1558: the British Labour 
Party was founded, with Ramsay 
MacDonald as secretary, 1900; 
Borley Rectory, England’s most 
haunted bouse, burned down, 1939; 
the Gulf 'Whr ended after Iraqi 
troops retreated and Kuwait was lib- 
erated, 1991. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Alnotfa, St Anne Line. St Bal- 
iWnmM nr Palmier. St Gabriel Pos- 
se nti, St Herefrith of Louth. St John 
of Gorze, Saints Julian, Cronion, 
Besas and Etinus, St Leander of 
Seville and St Thatelaeus the HenrriL 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 5.22pm. 

United Synagogues 0B I -343 HR. Fed- 
eration of Synagogues: OWI-202 2263. 
Union of Uberai and P rogr e s s i ve Sjrra- 
-oguas: N71-5S0 1663. Roferm Synagogues 

tf&wrBrftataOBJ-JW 4731. Spanish and 
Portuguese Jews Congre g tttara M71-2B9 
2513. Now London Synagogue (Masertjt 
0171-32* W26. 


Regina v Gray and another; 
Court of Appeal (Criminal Divi- 
sion) (Lord Justice Hutchison, Mr Jus- 
tice Mance and Judge Ann Godchrd 
QQ 20 February 1998 


It was inappropriate for an ac- 
cused to be cross-examined 
about tbe content of a docu- 
ment which was inadmissible as 
evidence against him, such as 
the police interview of a co- 
accused who had not given ev- 
idence, in such a way as to con- 
fer upon that document the 
status of admissible evidence. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed the appeals of Darren 
John Gray and Gareth Evans 
against their convictions at 
Maidstone Crown Court of 
arson, being reckless as to 
whether life was endangered. 
A retrial was ordered. 

It was alleged tbat they bad 


started a fire in a church, caus- 
ing damage valued at £400,000. 
Both appealed, inter aha. on tbe 
ground that tbe judge, when di- 
recting Lhejuiy on the question 
of recklessness, had referred to 
the risk to firefighters and oth- 
ers, whilst the Crown’s case as 
to recklessness had been put on 
the basis of risk to tbe occupants 
of the neighbouring vicarage 
and nearby dwellings. Gray also 
appealed on the ground that 
counsel for the Crown had 
wrongly cross-examined him 
on the content of Evans' inter- 
view with the police. 

David TomEnson (Repstmrof Crim- 
inal .Appeals) fur Gray; Louis French 
(Registrar of Criminal Appeals} for 
Evans; Nigel vender Big (Crmn Pros- 
ecution Service) for the Crown. 

Lord justice Hutchison said 
that iHe appellants’ submission 
that their cases at the trial had 


been significantly prejudiced by 
their inability to address the 
question of firemen as poten- 
tial victims, because it had 
only been introduced in tbe 
judj^’s summing op, was well 
founded. In the circumstances 
it was impossible to say that 
their convictions were safe and 
the appeals would be allowed 
on that ground. 

The fijrther ground advanced 
tty Gray involved an important 
point of principle. Evans, who 
was first on the indictment, had 
elected not to give evidence. The 
transcript of his interview with 
the police was before the jury* 
and was admissible evidence in 
his case. The main complaint put 
forward cm Gray’s behalf relat- 
ed to the feet that, and the way 
in which, counsel for the Crown 
bad cross-examined him ou 
Evans’ interview, which was in- 
admissible against him. 


Prosecuting counsel had 
asked Gray if be and Evans were 
“the best of mates at the time" 
and had put a copy of Evans’ in- 
terview before Gray. He had 
then asked a series of further 
questions, in the course of 
which Grey had denied having 
planned to set fire to the church. 
When counsel put it to him that 
Evans had said in his interview 
that they had planned to do so. 
Gray had said that that was a lie. 

Counsel for Gray had con- 
tended that the appellant 
should not have been cross- 
examined in that way because 
tbe effect of the questions had 
been to seem to confer on the 
interview of Evans an eviden- 
tial status which it did not en- 
joy. He had relied on R v 
Wirulas S9 Cr App R 258 and 
on R v Hickey and others (un- 
reported, 30 July 1997). 

The general effect of the 


cross-examination in the present 
case had been to elevate the sig- 
nificance of what Evans had said 
in interview, and to denigrate 
Gray’s answers disagreeing with 
what Evans had said in inter- 
view. Counsel for the Crown 
had said that cross-examining in 
such a manner was not an in- 
frequent practice. It was dear 
that that should not be the po- 
sition. Although it could not be 
said that it would never be ap- 
propriate to ask a witness a 
question about what appeared 
in the interview of a co- 
defendant what was inappro- 
priate was to use the interview, 
or whatever other inadmissible 

document, hs though h were ev- 
idence in the case against the de- 
fendant being cross-examined. 

The conviction could not be 
said to be safe. A retrial would, 
however, be ordered. 

Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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Rural toffs rally 
a rag-bag army 


ONE MOMENT there was a small bunch of toffs defending an unpopu- 
lar cause, foxhunting. The next, a mass movement of the countryside 
to town to petition the Government with a list of grievances long enough 
to start an insurrection. From hunting to a whole, ^way of life”, the list now 
includes the ban on British beef exports, the ban on beef on the bone, the 
ban on handguns, building on the green belt, townies roaming, dropping 
litter and trampling crops, the closure of the village post office, the run- 
ning down of the rural bus service and the lade of jobs and homes for young 
people in the country. 

Suddenly, all these issues have come together. Like one of those rather 
unconvincing scenes in movies where a small band of righteous protesters 
find their ranks swelled by onlookers and passers-by, the red-jacketed hunters 
find themselves at the head of the massed ranks demanding justice for the 
countryside against the unfeeling, uncomprehending town. Last night the 
beacons burned with self-righteousness and all that was missing was the stir- 
ring score for violins and a convincing male lead to play the \&tiyier role. 

Let us not be taken in. This is not a new social movement. This week- 
end’s march is a big public relations stunt staged by a group of rich people, 
many of whom do not live in this country, let alone this country’s country- 
side. But they own much of it and have important vested interests to de- 
fend. As we report today, the politics of the march are right, right, right 

The grouse-moor owners, the big farmers and the nouveaux gentry have 
been astute in recruiting a rag-bag of groups opposed to one change or 
other - some changes are the responsibility of government, most are gen- 
erated by economic and social forces beyond anyone’s control. What is ob- 
vious about the list of grievances from even a cursory inspection is that 
they are entirety incoherent 

Hare coursing, for example, Is a rough working-class sport for removed 
from the rural idyll of rolling fields and hedges. And the BSE crisis was 
hardty caused by ignorant urban folk misunderstanding the realities of coun- 
try life: rather, it was the farmers who eagerly embraced the cost- and cor- 
ner-cutting imperatives of agribusiness. 

The bonfire-burners and marchers are held together by the glue of the 
r oman tic self-image of country-dwellers and the cry: “They do not understand 
us." And, of course, the power of this sense of being misunderstood should 
not be underestimated. Last night it lit more beacons than the Queen’s 
Jubilee. 

Hence the Prime Minister’s posture of appeasement Here is a leader 
who takes the rhetoric of One Nation seriously. He does not want to start 
narrowing the gap between rich and poor only to find a different fissure 
opening between two nations “ignorant of each other’s habits, thoughts 
and feelings". But let us keep our eyes firmly fixed on the real interests at 
stake. One of the biggest problems in the countryside is the poverty of many 

nf thft pay le whn lire and wnrk there. Tf tha rural poor are marching a gainst 

a government that will introduce a minimum wage, they have got it wrong. 
They should be marching on the gates of their local landowner. 


Year Zero-zero looms 



IT MAY NOT be the Second Corning, but we will be waiting for the un- 
known when the inevitable chanted countdown begins in the Dome at 10 
seconds to midnight on 31 December next year. Will all the lights go out? 
How many computers wfll crash? Will planes, trains and cars stop working? 

On the face of it, it seems surprising that a change of date could affect 
so many computers and things with computer chips in them. The fact that 
the next cumber after 1,999 is 2,000 has hardty come out of the blue: pro- 
grammers have only had 1,998 years to work on it 

And, yes, there are a large number of computer consultants who have 
a pecuniary interest in crying wolf, not to mention “global recession". But 
that does not mean that the millennium bug is not a serious problem. 

The reason it has caught us unawares is that the computer industry is 
built on the assumption that no product has a life longer than 10 years. 
When some machines, chips, software and progr ammin g la n g uag es turned 
out to be considerably more durable, the anoraks had moved on and for- 
gotten all about them. The time-bomb was laid by the exhilarating speed 
of change which has brought us to the threshold of the Information Age. 

The truth is that no one knows what will happen when scattered strings 
of old code decide that it is 1 January 1 900. But if ft is a conspiracy by com- 
puter consultants, then it is a plot which has hoodwinked the Prime Min- 
ister, the President of the United States and the European Commission. 
The millennium bug is on the agenda for the G8 meeting of the industri- 
alised powers in May, and many of the world's biggest corporations have 
already spent vast sums of money on the} problem. 

So, yes, it matters. We cannot dismiss predictions of exists running into bil- 
lions, or forecasts of a world economic downturn, as millennial scare-mon- 
gering. But the doom scenario is at one end of a range of possible outcomes. 
A plausible case can be made that the sudden, panic-driven increase in de- 
mand for computer programmers will boost the world economy. It could be 
that the overhaul of every significant computer network in the world will have 
the ride-effect of making them faster and more efficient. If there are more 
programmers available for hire once the mess of Y2K (Year 2000 to the rest 
°f us) is cleared up, they could drive the expansion of the Internet and the 
tranridon to what our Economics Editor has called the “weightless economy". 

Whatever happens, the millennium bug is an important issue which this 
newspaper at least will take seriously over the next 20 months. 


PICTURE OF THEJJAY 
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Amazing grace: a child negotiates the Saffron Walden turf maze in Essex Said to be the largest publicly owned example of a traditional English turf-cut 
from 1699. In 1911 the turf path, 1,500 metres long, was laid with bricks Photograph: Brian Harris. A print of this photograph can be purchased by telephoning 


Dome of discord 


LETTERS 


IF DISNEY had been briefed to 
come up with a UK Millennium fan- 
tasy theme park would the result 
have been significantly different 
from that revealed on Tbesday? 

It would be life packaged as 
entertainment, a rock’n’roll reality. 
When real life gets you down -pub- 
lic transport run by pirates, hospitals 
run down by accountants and schools 
not run at all - have a day out It 
would probabty have been described 
as bold, beautiful and inspiring, em- 
bodying “the spirit of confidence and 
adventure in Britain" and, natural- 
ly, we wouldn’t have believed a 
word of ft. But this is a national event, 
so not being a believer is ignoble, un- 
patriotic and nihilistic. 

This is a slick commercial enter- 
tainment product. We're not in- 
volved. Where are the sports events 
bringing in competitors and specta- 
tors from all over the country? Where 
are the design, engineering, science 
and arts projects bringing industry, 
schools, colleges, clubs and individ- 
uals together? Why are we not par- 
ticipants rather than just customers? 
GRAHAM WRATHMELL 
Greenwich 
London SE10 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
Fax 0171 293 2056; e-mail: Ietters@independenLco.uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


tronomeis with world-class telescopes. 

For the want of a fraction of the 
sum to be spent on the Dome 
Britain’s national observatory is to 
die just 14 months short of 2000. 
LYNNE MARIE STOCKMAN 
Cambridge 


MILLENNIUM Dome organisers 
boast of the sheer size of the giant 
h uman figures - taller than the Stat- 
ue of Liberty. However, size is not 
everything. The Statue of Liberty is 
the physical expression of the phi- 
losophy that defines America. The 
theme-park nature of the Experience 
is inappropriate as a monument to 
the dreams and achievements of 
Britain, past, present or future. 
MARK WOODWARD 
London E15 


We will however, have no choice 
but to back away from our previous 
dedication to urban regeneration if 
there is a lack of commitment from 
local planning authorities to review 
their procedures. Many examples ex- 
ist in central London of unreasonable 
delays mid unrealistic demands 'from 
these authorities, inevitably delaying 
development Regali an wholeheart- 
edly supports the need for “a more 
flexible approach to planning policy”. 
Unfortimatety, there has been little 
evidence of such an approach on the 
part of planning authorities. For the 
policy proposed by John Prescott to 
succeed this flexible approach is 
now even more essential 
DAVID J GOLDSTTONE 
Chairman 

Regalian Properties pic 
London Wl 


ets is a real fall. The seven-day notice 
Apex fares have fallen in real terms; 
24-hour notice SupecAdvance tickets 
have fallen in real terms; the group 
fore 4-Sight, at £34, has brought the 
cost of travel in the Ml corridor down 
to the price of a tank of petroL 
We are happy to admit these are 
allfares which must be booked in ad- 
vance. If you don't plan in advance or 
want the flexibility to travel on a range 
of trains then the costs are a bit high- 
er. We don’t think this is an unrea- 
sonable way to price our services. 
NICK BROWN 
Managing Director 
Midland Mainline 
Derby 


Parents at home 


DETRACTORS of the Millennium 
Dome are missing the point. The new 
millennium heralds the future for our 
children, and the Dome and its con- 
tents must appeal first and foremost 
to them. After all the criticism it was 
enlightening to hear the reaction of 
my seven-year-old son on learning 
the contents of the Millennium Ex- 
perience: “Wow, it sounds brilliant 
Can we go there now?" 

JAN COLWYN FOULKES 
London SW15 


WHEN will people like Michael Thy- 
ior (letter, 25 February) realise that 
all this stuff about the new millen- 
nium starting in 2001 is hogwash? 
The one and only reason that the 
year 2000 is special is that it will have 
a remarkable year number. Had we 
evolved with 9 or 1 1 digits instead 
of 10, then the year we now call 2000 
would have been nothing speciaL 
BOB PETERS 
Leeds 


Brown-fte/d building 


THE PRIME Minister tells us that 
Greenwich will be “the most excit- 
ing place in the world to be” on 31 
December 1999. 

It is deeply ironic that the Royal 
Greenwich Observatory, which gave 
Greenwich its unique significance, will 

cease to exist on 31 October 1998, af- 
ter 323 years in which it helped 
British sailors to navigate the globe, 
gave the world a prime meridian, and, 
in recent years, provided British as- 


FEW would disagree with the prin- 
ciples behind the Government paper 
published this week on Planning for 
the Communities of the Future, al- 
though there may well be doubts os 
to the practicalities. 

The development of “brown- 
field” sites not merely provides 
homes but also removes unsightly 
dereliction in the inner cities. Re- 
galian has been a leader in urban re- 
generation throughout the 1980s 
and has continued this policy in the 
1990s. taking a lead in the conver- 
sion of redundant office buildings to 
residential use. 


MUCH is being claimed for the use 
of brown rather than green sites for 
additional bousing: preservation of 
the peace of tbe countryside; free- 
dom from noise and pollution. No 
one would wish to destroy these, but 
the urban population has needs too. 
They want some space among the 
high-density building, traffic-free 
areas of peace and beauty. 

Our Victorian city fathers saw this 
need and created parks to provide 
this space for far smaller urban 
areas than those of today. Let us use 
some of the brown sites to provide 
for alL and particularly the earless 
urban citizen, at least some token ex- 
perience of the green fields. 

P BAINES 

Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire 


Cheap rail feres 


YOU report that cheap rail fores are 
on the way out (24 February). This 
is not true. 

You state the rise in Supersaver 
fares at 7 percent above inflation; we 
make it slightly less than this overall 
But the actual change in discount lick- 


YOUR childcare campaign and the 
Treasury both foil to acknowledge the 
existence of many one-earner and 
would-be one-earner families with 
dependent children. 

Some of these may be unable to 
find second employment, but most 
are in this position because they be- 
lieve their children may be better 
served by a parental presence in the 
home than third-party childcare. 
Joint earners may complain bitterly 
through your columns about having 
to pay for childcare out of taxed in- 
come, but they forget that indepen- 
dent taxation gives iheir families two 
personal allowances and therefore an 
un taxed income of more than £8,000. 
Single-earner families start paying lax 
on their one and only income when 
it only just exceeds £4,000. 

Finity policy should be aimed at 
allowing ail earners with dependants 
to keep more of their hard-earned 
money than ihose without. What it 
must not do is to redistribute funds 
in favour of certain ways of family life 
at the expense of a substantial group 
of families whose conception of child- 
care happens to differ. 

ANNA LINES 
London SE19 


Jews and Christians 

P HARRISON (letter, 19 February) 
questioned whether Rabbi Boteach^ 
was more interested in restraining re- 
ligious debate rather than protect- 
ing the interests of Jewish students 
at Oxford University with regard to 
Nick Howard’s proselytising 
activities. 

This is not the case. The Oxford 
Inter-Callegjate Christian Union is 
the only religious society in the 
University to refuse any joint events 
or ioter-foitb evenings with other re- 
ligious societies; they arc not pre- 
pared to hear any alternative views 
to their own. 

As an ex-President of the Oxford 
University Jewish Society I can in- 
form you that many of our members 
complained to me about being ha- 
rassed by OICCU members to ac- 
cept their invitations or “gifts" of 
New Testament gospels, despite 
their requests to be left alone toy 
practise their own religion in peace. ■ 
1 would like to thank Rabbi Boteach 
for his help in ending this unfortu- 
nate behaviour. 

Religious debate should not take 
the form of targeting certain groups 
for special conversion attempts: in- 
stead, it sbouid be an attempt to bet- 
ter understand each other’s faiths so 
that we can live side-by-side cele- 
brating, rather than seeking to re- 
move, our differences. 

JUSTIN JACOBS 
St John 's College 
Oxford 


Fight back now to preserve our precious heritage of inner-city tranquillity 


Silent chuckle 

YOUR obituarist (26 February) got 
it wrong. The shortest showbiz gag 
ls neither Henny Youngman’s “Take 
my “ Please!” nor Moore Mar- 
nou s railway ticket clerk shouting. 
Next train’s gone!" 

Jack Benny’s no-word one-liner 
on American radio in the 1930s set 
an unbeatable standard. A back- 

1“'^ st °P s Benny and snarls. 
Your money or your life!” A si- 

stinav f °n° WS 38 ,he notoriously 
Ss Ben - y * ei S h5 «P 
DUDLEY DOUST 
Glastonbury, 

Somerset 
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THERE has been a lot of talk about the 
Countryside March this Sunday, but not 
much attention has been directed to the 
March Against the Gountrysidc, a counter- 
demonstration planned to take place at the 
same time. 

“The country people are coming to 
London to complain that we city people hate 
the countryside,* says Junkm Askew, etfi-. 
tor of Downtown, the mag azin e for people 
who hate the colour green. *And they’re at* 
sohitety right- we do hate the bloody coun- 
tryside! But we don’t go parading round 

country lanes with banners saying so. 

got more important things to do. However. 

this Sunday we’re making an exception and 

we’re going to organise a march. A March 
Against the Countryside. A historic first" 
Who will be on this march ? 

“Well, 1 think the keenest and most vo- 
ciferous section wifi be those journalists 
who moved to the country to find a new 


way of life and became disillusioned and 
had to move back to London. There must 
be at least 20,000 of them.” 

Why so much disillusion among 
journalists? 

“WelL this is the way it works,” says 
junfctn Askew. “A journalist moves to Lon- 
don. He writes tots of pieces about the joys 
of being in London. After a while, he runs 
out of nice things to say about London - 
the dubs, the theatre, the food and all ihal 
He gets bored with the River Cafe and with 
parking problems. So one day he writes a 
piece about the pain of living in London 
and finds he has mined a whole new vein. 
There then follows a series of articles about 
how nice K would be ro get out of Lon- 
don, following which be has only one pos- 
sibility: he has to move out of London." 

This makes it sound as ifjoumalrsis only 
move in order to find new material, 
doesn’t it? 


“WelL of course they do. You country 
people don’t understand the town way of 
life, do you? Anyway, the journalist moves 
to the country and fires off a few pieces 
about the country. If he has a humorous 
bcnL be will write pieces about how 
much noisier the country is than (he 
town. If serious, he will write about the 
wonder of being able to see the stars al 
night Then, after an interval nf reappraisal, 
he will suddenly realise howcrashingly bor- 
ing it is in the country - how much he miss- 
es his friends, his nightlife, his contacts - 
and he wifi move heaven and earth to get 
back to London." 


And then write lots of articles about 
bow glad he is to be back? 

“Of course. It’s all about turning your 
experience into cash crops..." 

And who else will be on this March 
Against the Countryside ? 

“Oh, there’ll be people from all walks 


of life. There'll be hunt saboteurs who 
can’t gel out and about like they used to 
and miss their old sport. There’ll be peo- 
ple who used to have country cottages and 
bless the day they sold them. There’ll be 
people who can't stand whingeing farm- 
era and people who can’t stand whince- 
ing landowners, and there'll be people *5io 
were once traumatised by being ordered 
off private property and other people who 
once got lost down country lanes and nev- 
er quite forgot how terrifying H was to see 
ji signpost saying ‘Liule Peiherington 1 
mile and not knowing what it meant, and 

pr0pcny d ™'°P«s and 

And wiiat shape will this March Against 
the Countryside take? 
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MPs may be vain, but we still 
have to listen to what they say 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 


GERALD Kaufman brings a certain sul- 

?i TO, 5iinS; ‘° "" art of bashing. 
T f^ 22?*"“ ^ Mallhew Bannister, 
of the BBC s most senior managers, at yes- 
terday s session of his Culture Select Com- 
mittee that he could not bear to talk about 
Radio 3 because he found the subject "too 
depressing", he nevertheless permitted him- 
self to ask them acidly if they could order their 
announcers at least to pronounce the names 
of composers and their works correctly. But 
then it was Radio 4 rather than Radio 3 which 
was making him particularly angry yesterday. 
With a menacing reference to the fact that the 
House of Commons is ultimately responsible 
for the BBC s funding, he demanded that the 
corporation undertake not to change its 
planned rescheduling uf Radio 4 parliamen- 
taiy programmes until the select committee 
had produced its next report - which the BBC 
chairman Sir Christopher Bland yesterday 
promptly and resolutely wrote to Kaufman re- 
fusing to do. 

Stylish yes. But is this any more than a weaiy- 
ingfy familiar bleat from MPs about ihe lack 
of interest they arouse in the rest of us? The 
main focus of what now looks like a good old 
fashioned showdown between Mr Kaufman and 
the BBC chairman is the decision by the Ra- 
dio 4 controller James Boyle to move, as part 
of other changes. Yesterday In Parliament from 
Radio 4 FM to long wave. When Today in Par- 
liament. the equivalent late-night progr amm e 
of extracts from the Commons and Lords was 
confined to what Kaufman yesterday de- 
scribed as the “ghetto of long wave”, the au- 
dience fell by more than half. It's therefore safe 
to assume that something equivalent will hap- 
pen to the morning programme. And if there's 
one thing politicians don't like, its having their 
exposure reduced. But if Mr Boyle thinks he 
can expand the overall Radio 4 audience by 
taking Yesterday m Parliament off its prime chan- 
nel - and he does- then why shouldn't he? In 
fact the changes mean a net increase in annual 
political and parliamentary programming of 55 
hours for those who want to seek it out. 
Yesterday in Parliament will actually run for 
longer in its new slot, MPs like Kaufman may 
complain that Yesterday in Parliament is being 
ghettoised. But why on earth should the rest 
of us care? 

Well, first tbe argument goes to the heart 
of the changes Mr Boyle is trying to make to 
Radio 4. (As an occasional presenter of Week 
in Westminster, a programme variously said 
to attract audiences of between 500,000 and 
700,000 and which is moving from a relatively 
high ratings slot on Saturday mornings for 
similar reasons, 1 should declare a vested in- 
terest.) The select committee was told yes- 
terday that while the audience drops by 
around 300,000 for Yesterday in Parliament, 
it remains high - at around 1.3 million, to be 


precise. What it wasn’t told is that when it is 
off the air, for example on Monday mornings 
or during the parliamentary recess, substitutes 
in the slot - say Just William or Alan Clark's 
Diaries - there is no significant increase in 
the audience from that of the parliamentary 
programme. Now that doesn't alter the fad 
that Mr Boyle believes that there is a potential 
audience which is bigger than the 1.3 million 
who would join Radio 4 if - say - a relaxed 
discussion programme more akin to what fre- 
quently comes after 9ara was taking place, in- 
stead of Yesterday in Parliament. His big 
gamble is that that by removing the latter he 
can increase the morning Radio 4 audience. 
It’s a legitimate goal of public service broad- 
casting to try to maximise that audience. Af- 
ter all those who are listening to other 
programmes in the morning are licence pay- 
ers loo. (It's fairly well known, nevertheless, 
within the BBC that there was disagreement 
between two directorates - Mr Boyle's em- 
pire of Radio 4 and that of BBC News - over 
the Yesterday in Parliament change. Report- 
edly Boyle wanted to scrap Yesterday in Par- 
liament altogether.) 

Bui that isn't the only issue. Mr Bannis- 
ter yesterday compared Yesterday in Parliament 
to Test cricket and said that if people want- 
ed to listen to the show they would find it. He 
also said that the size of the audience was part- 
ly the result of the “inheritance factor" from 
the Today programme. The point is what im- 



portance you attach to maximising the audi- 
ence for the reporting of Parliament. 

It's a commonplace that all the broadsheet 
newspapers have over the past 20 years - be- 
cause of relentless competitive pressures - run 
down their regular straight verbatim reports 
of the Commons and Lords. Indeed. The In- 
dependent was the last to do so. It’s also true 
Heal Hansard costs £5 and is therefore beyond 
the reach of all but most fanatically interest- 
ed. Ft's odd that there is probably now less di- 
rect reporting of parliament for the mass 
audience than there has been at any time in 
the 150 years since journalists fought for the 
right of access to it Now the 1.3 million who 
listen to Today in Parliament may not go look- 
ing for it, as Mr Bannister believes they should. 
But they don't switch it off either. Indeed die 
latest research done for BBC News shows they 
fed rather positively about it. The danger is 
that if it is switched to long wave it will be only 
listened to, in the main, by nerds and misfits 
like political journalists and politicians. 

MPs would be in a stronger position if they 
themselves turned up for more of the debates 
they want reported. It also may be that rather 
less of politics and politicians in mainstream 
news programmes would be good for us (and 
them). But raw reporting of Parliament is 
about more than MPs' overinflated egos. And 
because there’s less of it, the size of audience 
that Yesterday in Parliament attracts matters 
more than it used to. By reporting Parliament 
less we make it matter less. And that’s bad 
for democracy. 


Arcadia comes to the Big Smoke, 
to tell its well-worn tale of woe 



Rural folk want urban 
dwellers to understand 
their way of life but says 
David Aaronovitch, 
they’re not as different as 
they think they are 

Last night 6,000 beacons lit the Febru- 
ary sky from The Ardoch to Brick Kiln 
farm: for if there's one thing your 
countryman knows, it's how to build a 
good beacon. And on Sunday Arcadia 
comes to the Big Smoke to protest the 
threat, we are told, to its very existence. 
Shepherds and shepherdesses, huntsmen 
and huniswamen. blacksmiths, farriers, 
coopers, [hatchers, agricultural feed 
salesmen, poachers, gamekeepers, lairds 
and ladies will march from Charing Cross 
to the banks of the Serpentine, urging 
us to listen - before it is too late - to the 
“voice of your Countryside''. Well, I don’t 
want to listen to iL 1 catch The Archers 
omnibus every Sunday, and that should 
be enough for you. 1 well remember the 
cavalier attitude taken by Brian Aldridge 
to the first BSE scare, and - courtesy of 
Neil Carter - know more about feed 
price fluctuations than I do about un- 
employment rales in the area in which 
1 live. Or 1 can catch, on the badly rais- 
lillcd Thought For The Day, the dread- 
ful Anne Atkins prattling about skylarks 
and how fox hunting is really “man and 
beast working in partnership". (As mug- 
ging, presumably, is criminal and victim 
working in partnership.) We Londoners 
do not object to crowds of outsiders com - 
mg to the capital; it happens every time 
a major sports final is played. The fans 
room our streets and are sick in our 
parks; but at least they do not demand 
that we listen to them. 

So, I am every bit as capable of 
resenting rural Britain, as iL is of re- 
senting me. From our respective en- 
trenchments we can lob grenades and 
epithets left over from previous phas- 
es of the war between Urbia and Ar- 
cadia. For the other side the city is 
degenerate, addicted to fashion, a sink 
of vice, a destroyer of health and a cor- 
rupter of morals; it makes men effete 
and women adulterous. Removed from 
arty connection with a “natural” world 
that it cannot understand, it neverthe- 
less reaches out tentacles of pollution 
and development to destroy the peace 
and happiness of Arcadia. The coun- 
tryside. by contrast, is a land in com- 
munion with nature. It alone has a 
landscape. Those Gelds and villages pre- 
serve the traditions and the heritage of 
the nation. It is healthy and its colour 
is ruddy - the hue of roast beef and of 
the independence of old England. Chil- 
dren may roam it in peace, naming flow- 
ers and climbing trees. 

Not so, say the Urbanites! From 
Franco's Spain to the steppes, the coun- 
tryside has provided Reaction's human 
ballast Beyond the street lights the coun- 
try is priest-ridden, superstitious, cowed, 
inbred, and unenlightened; it is avari- 
cious, suspicious, insular and violent - 
the world of Cold Comfort Farm, of Seth, 


Urk and Big Business the buD. Karl Marx 
spoke of the “idiocy of rural life", and 
now. to prove it we have a demonstra- 
tion in which a credulous peasantry is 
whipped in by their landowner bosses. 
How different from our own dear polis, 
in which Thelwall's dictum that “what- 
ever presses men together is favourable 
to the diffusion of knowledge and ulti- 
mately promo Live of human liberty” is 
proved over again by the wonderful 
cacophony and diversity of the city. 


How productive is this division? As 
it happens I do think that wc are in dan- 
ger this weekend of being taken for a 
rural ride by the fox-hunters. The his- 
torian Linda Colley in her book Britons , 
notes how the 18th- and I9th-centuiy 
landed elite managed the neat trick of 
associating its own interests with those 
of the nation. “Only in Great Britain," 
she wrote, “did it prove possible to float 
the idea that aristocratic property was 
in some magical and striciiy intangible 
way the people 's property also." (author’s 
italics). In other words, it was good for 
afl of us that they held vast tracts of land, 
even if we were none of us allowed to 
visit iL To that end the organisers have 
corralled together issues as diverse as 
rural poverty, beef on the bone, green 
belt bousing, the right to roam, village 


shops, unemployment and transport, 
and are now busy tying them to the in- 
terests' of the bunting and shooting 
lobbies. 

This approach has received some 
surprising endorsements. “It is about the 
whole rural way of life,” the Bishop of 
Bath and Wells wrote in the Telegraph 
yesterday, supporting the march. He 
went on, “Urban society has to realise 
how easily alienation from the natural 
world can develop in the plastic- 


wrapped supermarket culture.” 

I'm sorry, bishop, are you talking to 
me? It isn’t me that drives my Range 
Rover to the out-of-town hypermarket, 
stocks up on inorganic produce from 
Swabia and then stuffs it into oversize 
freezers in converted rectories in Wilt- 
shire. It isn't me that has killed the vil- 
lage shop and the village post office by 
not using them, closed the village school 
and who fails any more to attend the vil- 
lage church or man the Tombola stall 
at the village fete. 

But then, bishop, what do you mean 
by “natural"? Do you mean the same 
thing as one of the march organisers 
meant when he said that “country 
people are not natural agitators"? Be- 
cause, of course, most of them are not 
“natural" anything. The countryside it- 


self is not “natural". It is a set of over- 
lapping constructs, many of them (like 
fox-hunting) fairly recent. Country pur- 
suits are no more natural than, say, tak- 
ing a promenade in Regent's Park or 
going to the theatre. But then this 
whole debate is completely artificial. 
Once there was a genuine gulf between 
city and country. There was little choice 
about whether you lived in one or the 
other. Economic necessity or accident 
of birth linked to immobility dicta led who 
was a city-dweller and who a villager. But 
today membership of one of the two 
great tribes is almost entirely voluntary. 

I could easily do my job and survive, 
surrounded by fields and fox hunters. In- 
deed, many of my colleagues do. The 
Bishop's article recognised this by say- 
ing that, “In reality many urban people 
now live in the countryside." But he 
spoiled the point through tbe sen- 
tence’s odd construction. Can you imag- 
ine anyone saying that “many rural 
people now live in the city”? Of course 
not For the bishop the art of urban liv- 
ing may be acquired, but you must be 
born to country dwelling. 

Tbe point is that, like what trainers 
you wear, what perfume you buy, what 
caryou drive, the decision to live in the 
country or the town is oow yet another 
lifestyle choice. You want to be all dy- 
namic and restless? Town. Fancy peace 
and Agas? Country. 

In this sense the clash of the two great 
cultures is abou t as deep and significant 
as a rumble between Mods and Rock- 
ers on Gacton seafront It is not about 
what we are, but about who we like to 
be. Er in Arcadia Ego. I too could live 
in Arcadia, if it wasn’t for the bloody 
shepherdesses. 


Beyond the street lights the country is priest- 
ridden, superstitious, inbred, and unenlightened. 
It is avaricious, suspicious, insular and violent - 
the world of ‘Cold Comfort Farm* 


Forget all that morbid Jesus stuff - try New Christianity 



SARA 

MAITLAND 


The Churches have 
re-packaged their 
product for Easter, 
but lost the point 


THE MENTALITY that gave 
us New Labour is now zoom- 
ing in on an innovative product 
- “New Christianity”. CAN - 
the Churches’ Advertising Net- 
work - has launched an East- 
er Campaign. CAN is a “joint 
project for the decade of evan- 
gelism" (joint means lots of de- 
nominations). It has gone out 
and done some market re- 
search which has revealed that 
the words Jesus. God. cross , 
death, sacrifice, repentance and 
even resurrection don't deliver 
a feel-good factor. ( Church , 
perhaps surprisingly, is an OK 
word, suggesting community 
and vague “traditional values”, 
while Jesus is a downer imply- 
ing judgement and criticism.) So 
CAN avoids all those old-fash- 
ioned negative concepts and 


recommends some nice non- 
specific cuddly terms instead - 
comfort, happiness, love and 
singing. 

But this is advertising - the 
words provide only an atmos- 
phere. What is needed is a 
strong visual image, and since 
crosses and tombs are right 
out, what can we possible use? 
What about tbe death of the 
Princess of Wales? Great idea. 
Yes, the central image for East- 
er 98 is one of the piles of flow- 
ers and teddy bears: a religious 
shrine of contemporary rele- 
vance. 

You may expect to see 
splashed across the billboards, 
bus shelters, churches and 
houses of this land over the next 
40 days large posters with a pic- 
ture of the heaped bouquets 


and fluffy toys of sacred mem- 
ory running along the bottom 
and a plain test above reading 
“If all this started you thinking, 
cany on at Church this Easter.” 
(“Cany on”, we assume, has 
warmly humorous and British 
connotations.) 

CAN has also put out 
leaflets explaining the cam- 
paign's rationale. They em- 
phasise that “in recent times 
we've witnessed the hunger of 
people from all backgrounds as 
they're faced with life's big is- 
sues - not least death. It is a 
shared communal experience." 
Christians, you’ll be relieved to 
hear, “believe it’s OK to be hu- 
man". “This campaign,” we 
are told, “is not designed for 
‘committed' Christians. They're 
(sic) designed to awaken 


interest in those who are out- 
side the church." (Grammar, in- 
cidentally, is not a priority in 
CAN'S output.) As it happens 
I agree that too often Christian 
conversion material uses lan- 
guage that has meaning only for 
tbe already-convened, and that 
the need to be comprehensible 
is a good one. TTie trouble 
with this campaign, apart from 
its intrinsic bad taste, is that it 
is completely incomprehensible. 

The whole point about East- 
er, from a Christian point of 
view, is that Jesus's death on the 
Gross is caused by and is the cure 
for sin: no Jesus, no death, no 
cross, no sin = NO EASTER. 
No matter how you play it 
Easter cannot be about hope, 
joy, peace happiness and 
singing if it isn't first about 


repentance, discomfort, hard 
choices, and sacrifice. No 
amount of promulgating St Di- 
ana, and the new morality of 
“feeling" can change this slight- 
ly inconvenient facL 

The campaign leaflet ends 
up proclaiming that “the 
Easter experience can actually 
be part of a 20th century 
lifestyle". A lifestyle of cheap 
comforts built on half-truths, 
euphemisms, easy options 
and nursery pap. Is that what 
we really want? New Labour 
obviously thinks so, and here 
the churches are showing a 
horrid willingness to go along 
with it. 

How about a different 
Lenten slogan: Spin doctoring 
makes you giddy. Try intellec- 
tual rigour. 


'J 



day evening, Harriet Har- 
elirtg a bit lonely, wbicb is 
table, since she's lost so 
■ old chums in the Labour 
esnlt of the d&s&de about 
!e mothers’ benefits. Har- 
1 to ring np a fair news- 
papers for a 
comforting 
natter: Just a 
few: The Sun, 
The Times 
and The 
Guardian. In 
the cold light 
of Thursday 
morning she 

may wish she 
bad drunk a 
cup of cocoa 
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tailed “battling Har- 


riet, tbe supposed victor over Gordon 
Brown in a struggle to introduce tax 
relief for tow paid working couples and 
single parents. But The Mirror, whom 
she did not ring, carried a headline 

on page two that declared, “Why Har- 
riet Must Go”. Nor was the spurned 
Daily Mail very happy; it described a 
leak “to selected newspapers by a se- 
nior minister last night In a desper- 
ate campaign to quell tbe seething 
discontent on Labour’s backbenches” 
Of course Harriet didn’t ring me ei- 
ther; but there are no hard feelings 
here at Hie Box. So tbe next time, 
Hattie, yon want a sympathetic shoul- 
der to cry on and a bit of a palaver; 
just you ring Pandora, alright luv? 

With Germaine Greer back in the 
news, it’s worthwhile to recall that she 
played a a important part in revealing 
the tree character of President Bill 
Clinton. In the early 1970s, shortly af- 
ter the publication of her landmark 



feminist tome. The Female Eunuch , 
Greer spoke at the Oxford Union. 
When she paused to allow questions 
from the audience, one drawling 
young man leapt to his feet. “Can I 
ask what is your telephone num- 
ber?” That young man was Bill 
Clinton. (The imagination reels. A 
h ild surge of hillbilly violins playing the 
theme from the film ‘Deliverance ’ Cut 
to exterior of White House. Documen- 
tary narrator's voice drones, u Who 


would have guessed that , almost SOyears 
later, a jealousy-inflamed First Lady Ger- 
maine Clinton would be arrested in the 
White House. A s she was escorted in 
irons from the building, she shouted at 
waiting journalists, ‘So who's the eunuch 
now? That's one little redneck we sis- 
ters don't have to worry about any 
more. ’) 

It is heartening to see that Alan a ark. 
Conservative MP for Chelsea and 
Kensington, will be speaking at Lon- 
don’s Institute of Contemporary Art 
today on “Free Speech Wters”. We un- 
derstand Clark will be available from 
11:15am to share his views on the case 
against a privacy law. Tbe sponsoring 
organisation? A magazine called Liv- 
ing Afandsm. Presumably this grave and 
distinguished journal does not publish 
frivolous parodies of politicians, unlike 
the Evening Standard, so recently tak- 
en to court by Clark in a successful bid 
to muzzle its satirical “diary" about h?rn T 


Is it a mid-life crisis or a New Age re- 
birth? Having left his wife and four 
children. Anthony Julius QC, chair- 
man of Hie Diana, Princes of Wales 
Memorial Fund and the late 
Princess’s divorce lawyer; has quit his 
partnership and equity at tbe firm of 
Mischcoa de Reya. He wants to devote 
himself more to teaching and wirin g, 
although he will continue to work three 
days a week at the firm. He looked very 
pleased with all his new arrangements 
on Wednesday evening at the re- 
opening of tbe Serpentine Gallery 
where be arrived with his girlfriend, 
Dina Rabinovitch. a journalist who 
contributes to Time OuL H5s smde fad- 
ed when saw a photographer on the 
scene - but dever Anthony making his 
own privacy law; cut a deal with the 
snapper: He agreed to pose if Dina was 
left out of the picture. Always Ihe gen- 
tleman, that Julius. 

Pandora 
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Glaxo ponders hostile bid for SmithKIine 


,uid aJ»^ 


By Andrew Yates 

In a last-ditch attempt to salvage the 
largest corporate deal in. history, 
Glaxo Wellcome is considering 
launching a no-premium hostile 
takeover bid for SmhhKlme Beecham 
after friendly merger talks between 
the two drugs giants broke down. 

If the ambitious and ground- 
breaking deal were to go ahead, 
Glaxo would assume control of its 
rival and orchestrate a purge of 
SmithKlme’s management, including 


the removal of Jan Leschly, Its chief 
executive. 

The innovative deal, designed to 
appease Glaxo’s disgruntled share- 
holders, would mark the latest twist 
in the battle for control of what 
would be the biggest drugs compa- 
ny in the world. 

Glaxo is exploring the possibili- 
ty of pntting forward the same terms 
of the original merger to the City, 
whereby its shareholders would 
a 59.5 per cent stake in the combined 
group. The idea would be to offer 


sharehddeis the chance to realise the 
huge potential value the original deal 
would have created, which appeared 
to be lost once talks between the two 
sides broke down after a bitter dis- 
pute between Jan Leschly and Sir 
Richard Sykes, Glaxo’s chairman. 

The group is understood to be 
planning to test the water by dis- 
cussing the idea with some of its 
largest institutional shareholders in 
an effort to recruit their support for 
SuchadeaL 

Several large shareholders indi- 
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Fresh setback 
for Argos as 
chief departs 


By Nigel Cope 

Qty Correspondent 

ARGOS' defence against the 
£1.6bn hostile bid from Great 
Universal Stores (GUS) suf- 
fered a big setback yesterday 
when it emerged that Bob Stew- 
art, its finance director, would 
take early retirement by the end 
of the year. The surprise news 
comes just weeks after Argos 
announced that Mike Smith, its 
chief executive, was unable to 
fulfil his duties due to iU-health. 
The company also lost its di- 
rector of toy buying last week. 

The announcement signifi- 
cantly weakens the hand of Ar- 
gos whose acting chief executive 
Stuart Rose has only been on 
board for less than three weeks. 
He h3S barely had a chance to fa- 
miliarise himself with the com- 
pany before the publication of its 
defence document .yesterday. 

“It will be a concern to 
shareholders," one analyst said. 
“The market's perception of Ar- 
gos over the years has been 
based on the two-man team of 
Mike Smith and Bob Stewart. 
The defence makes much of the 
success in the past but if neither 
of those two are going to be 
there that starts to look quite 
shaky." 

The announcement about 
Mr Stewart was buried on Page 
26, subsection 3 (b) of the de- 
fence document, and said con- 
versations about his retirement 
took place late last year. This 
was before the GUS bid and be- 
fore it 'emerged (hat Mr Smith 
was too ill to carry on as chief 
executive. 

Aigos denied that Mr Stew- 
art , S3, might have been forced 
out after a clash of personali- 


ties with Mr Rose. It said Mr 
Stewart was going of his own vo- 
lition after 16 years ori the 
board. 

Mr Stewart was paid 
£200,000 last year but this will 
be increased to £360,000 from 
the beginning of April in order 
to enable a higher pension pay- 
ment. He will also be paid a one- 

off bonus of £196,0001 He will 
stay in his post until at least the 
end of June, the likely period of 
the bid. 

Argos denied that the de- 
velopments would damage its 
chances of survival. “It has no 
significance for the bid and 
when we have fought off this un- 
welcome offer we shall recruit 
a first class finance director,” it 
said. 

The new on Mr Stewart i 
overshadowed the Argos de- 
fence which failed to offer fig- ; 
ures on current trading or on the 
possibility of a return of funds 
to shareholders. Alongside re- 
sults which showed a 9 per 
cent drop in profits to £128m, 
it repeated its view that GUS 
was trying to get Argos on the 
cheap. It promised a review of 
costs and the product range 
which Mr Rose said did not of- 
fer eoough choice on prices. The 
catalogue would become “more 
modern" and the stores made 
more welcoming. 

GUS, which is offering 570p 
per share for Argos, dismissed 
the defence and criticised its 
“nostalgic" reference to its trade 
record: “It merely confirms our 
view that Argos is a mature for- 
mat that has run out of steam," 
said Lord Wolfson, GUS chair- 
man. Argos shares fell 6p to 
6Q5p. GUS shares dosed 9p 
higher at 796p. 



Cleaning up: Site foreman Bob Black putting the finishing touches to repairs of Big Sister, one of two reservoirs in Wigmore, Kent, that are owned 
by Southern Water, one of the regulated water companies that are anxiously waiting for the Government's green paper on utility regulation 


By Michael Harrison 

The water regulator, Ian Byatt, 
yesterday set himself on a col- 
lision course with the Govern- 
ment after indicating that his 
forthcoming price review would 
be less severe than the privatised 
water companies had feared. 

Mr Byatt set his face firmly 
against any profit-sharing 
fonnuk for the industry and also 
said that the companies would te 
allowed to delay returning effi- 
ciency sayings to customers for 
longer than expected. 

The announcement cheered 
the markets and prompted sharp 
upward movements in the share 
prioes of a number of water com- 
panies. Anglian Water rose Sip 


Byatt faces water review row 
ahead of utilities Green Paper 


to 843p while Thames added 50p 
to dose at 895p and Severn 
Trent dosed 35p higher at 929p. 

But the regulator’s stance 
threatens to run counter to that 
of the Government which is 
expected to outline proposals for 
a tax on “excess" utility profits 
when it publishes its Green 
Paper on utility regulation next 
month. 

Mr Byatt said that his review 
of prices from 1999 would be 
based on the existing RPI-X 


formula remaining in place and 
not being replaced or comple- 
mented by any formal profit 
sharing scheme. 

He also said that companies 
would be allowed to retain effi- 
ciency savings from their invest- 
ment programmes for five years 
rather than the two years moot- 
ed in earlier discussion papers. 
Customers will also have to pay 
for improvements in the quality 
of water supply up front, rather 
than when the improvements 


have been delivered, a move 
which would have meant greater 
risk and therefore a higher cost 
of capital for companies. 

However, Mr Byatt stuck by 
his proposal for a big one-off re- 
duction in water bills in 2000 and 
said he was “sympathetic" to the 
idea that prices should not rise 
by more than inflation thereafter. 

Mr’ Byatt said he accepted 
that his proposals would be sub- 
ject to ai^ legislative changes aris- 
ing from the DTI review of 


Barclays to create 2,000 tele-banking jobs in North-east 


By Lea Paterson 

BARCLAYS, the UK bank, is 
to create up to 2,000 jobs in the 
North-east with a new tele- 
phone banking centre. 

The centre, at Doxford In- 
ternational Business Park in 
Sunderland, is scheduled to 
open in early 1999. Barclays 
hopes to begin recruiting for the 
centre in the summer. 

Gary Hoffman, delivery 
channel strategy director at 
Barclays, said: “Our decision re- 
flects the increasing popularity 
of telephone banking, among our 
customers. It is vital for our tele- 
phone banking service to be able 
to grow to meet their needs.” 

BarelaycaU, Ihe bank’s tele- 
phone banking service, cur- 
rently has more than 600,000 
customers. Barclays predicts 
this number will grow to 1 mil- 
lion over the next two years. 

Councillor Bryn Sidaway, 


leader of Sunderland City Coun- 
cil, said* “We are delighted that 
Barclays has chosen Sunderland 
for this major new development 
This is further proof ... that Sun- 
derland is an excellent location 
for businesses." 

The news was not enthusi- 
astically received by everyone. 
UNLFI, the trade union that rep- 
resents more than two-thirds of 


Barclays’ staff, said it had mixed 
feelings about the bank’s plans. 

Sarah Messenger, a national 
officer, said: “UNiFI always 
welcomes the creation of jobs 
- and the North-east is an area 
where the union has been press- 
ing for a new centre to be 
iocated However, the fact that 
the union is not recognised in 
this centre is a matter of major 


concern for staff It is hoped that 
this new project will not remove 
jobs from existing staff." 

A Barclays' spokesperson 
said it did recognise the union 
on issues of health and safety, 
as well as on grievance and dis- 
ciplinary procedures. He ad- 
mitted the bank did not discuss 
pay with the onion. 

The spokesperson denied 


that the move would endanger 
branch jobs. He added: “The 
union ought to welcome 2.000 
new jobs. It is good for the 
region and for Barclays as a 
whole." 

Barclays' two other call cen- 
tres are based in Coventry and 
Manchester. Barclays said the 
bank had considered numerous 
possible locations before settling 


Scots voice outrage at Diageo’s plan to close Perth spirits HQ 


SCOTTISH MPswere outraged yesterday 
at a decision by Diageo, the biggest drinks 
company in the world, to turn its back on 
Scotland by closing its spirits sales and 
marketing headquarters in Perth, writes 
Andrew lores. The move Is likely to lead to 
hundreds of job losses. 

It is another bitter blow for Perth, com- 
ing just 24 hours after Commercial Union 
and General Accident announced merger 
plans which leaves thousands of workers 


faring an uncertain future with the com- 
bined group looking to locate their new 
headquarters in London. 

Diageo, which was formed in December 
by the mega-merger between Grand Met- 
ropolitan and Guinness, has chosen Har- 
low In Essex as its marketing base, where 
is already has an existing sales ofpee. 

The site in Perth marketed leading 
brands such as Bells whisky and Gordons 
gin. “It is a sad day for Scotland but this 


put ns much doser to our main cost outers," 
said a Diageo spokesman. Angry Scottish 
nationalists today attacked the decision. 

Roseanna Cunningham, the town’s ME 
warned that Diageo would Lire to regret its 
decision: “I find it astonishing that in 1998, 
with modem communications and excel- 
lent transport links, a company of this size 
should give weight to considerations of ge- 
ographical proximity to the head offices of 
the supermarket c hai n s." 


on Sunderland, but had been 
won over by the quality of the 
site, the local workforce and the 
communication links. He said 
the North-east accent “engen- 
ders warmth and trust". 

The spokesperson denied 
the bank had chosen to locate 
in Sunderland because of 
financial incentives. 

Barclays’ announcement fol- 
lows a similar move by the Pru- 
dential and is part of an 
industry-wide expansion into 
telephone banking. Last month, 
the Pru announced it would 
build a new telephone centre in 
Derby, creating up to 1 ,500 jobs. 
Bank of Scotland and Standard 
Life have both said they will 
double their lelcbanlting staff 

High street banks have rapid- 
ly expanded tbeir ide-bankiog 
services in an attempt to daw 
back market share from suc- 
cessful entrants such as Virgin 
and the supermarkets. 
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utility regulation. He also said 
that future price levels would 
depend on the extent to which 
ministers imposed new environ- 
mental and drinking water 
standards on the industry and 
whether consumers would be 
prepared to forego price cuts to 
pay for them. 

An Ofwat spokeswoman de- 
nied that there was any signifi- 
cance in the timing of Mr Byatt's 
announcement - just a fortnight 
before the Government Green 
Paper is expected. She said it had 
always been planned to issue the 
price review document in late 
February and that Ofwat could 
only work on the basis of gov- 
ernment policy as it stood. 

Outlook, page 23 


Centrica 
gains ground 
in battle with 
gas rivals 

By Michael^Hairison ^ 

The opening up of the domes- 
tic gas market is provoking a 

consumer backlash wth i^‘ 

tomers returning to Bnush Gas 

in their thousands and com- 
plaints rocketing against inde- 
pendent suppliers. 

Centrica, the demerged 
trading arm of British Gas. said 
yesterday that it was winning 
back customers at the rate of 
3,000 to 5,000 a week with the 
help of lower tariffs and inno- 
vations such as its Goldfish 
credit card, contents insurance 
and home security products. So 
far 80,000 of the 980,000 cus- 
tomers that deserted British 
Gas have returned. 

Meanwhile, Ihe Gas Con- 
sumers Council said it had nj 
ceived as many complaints in 
January from consumers switch- 
ing suppliers as in the last six 
months of \9^1. Sue Slipman. 
director of the GCC. said an 
unprecedented 1,372 com- 
plaints were filed last month 
against 3.170 in the whole of 
1997. Where suppliers could not 
cope, the GCC would be urg- 
ing Ofgas to intervene and pre- 
vent them from transferring 
customers. 

The electricity company 
Eastern hit hack saying it had 
signed up more than 175.000 
customers in the North West 
and Yorkshire - which open to 
competition today - offering £75 
off the average bill. 

Roy Gardner. Centrica's 
chief executive, said he had n^' 
given up hope of preventing elec- 
tricity companies from poaching 
gas customers until their own 
markets are open. He is meet- 
ing the John Battle, the energy 
minister, to demand higher fines 
and ensure the RECs meet their 
September deadline. 


Barry Cox makes shock 
exit from ITV Association 


By Peter Thai Larsen 

The sweeping changes at ITV 
yesterday daimed another ca- 
sualty yesterday as Barry Cox, 
director of the ITV Association, 
announced that he was stepping 

down at the end of March. 

Mr Cox. a former director of 
LWT who made millions from 
his share options when the ITV 
franchise was taken over, joined 
the JTV Association in 1995 
with a brief to handle ITVs re- 
lations with the government 
and mastermind the network's 
switch to digital television. 

Both those roles will now be 
taken over by Richard Eyre, 
who took over as chief executive 


of ITV last year, in a move wW* 
strengthens his control aver se 
network as he tries to reverse its 
slipping ratings. The ITV Asso- 
ciation will be merged with the 
nV Network Centre and Mr 
Loxsjob will disappear. 

Mr Cox said the departure 
"'as perfect amicable” while 
^ Eyre said hewas“veiysor- 
rT to see Mr Cox go. 

However, ITVs move into 
digital television has been 

ly problems, and the net- 

th0u 8 ht ^ to be 
one of the last analogue channels 
the switch to digital. 

aqo^he?b J r id ^ ** not have 
^^f^^andwasin 
no hurry to move on. 
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Why Abbey’s Mr Birch takes a lot of beating 


OUTLOOK 

ON ABBEY 

NATIONAL'S SUCCESS 
STORY, WATER 
INDUSTRY 
REGULATION, AND 
THE INTEREST RATE 
DILEMMA ' 


ASK ANYONE in the Cily who ihuir 
layounte hanker is. and the answer would 
be almost unanimous; Sir Brian Pitman 
chairman of Lloyds TSB. Over the years. 
Sir Brian hsis left everybody else trail in a. 
consistently delivered a rip roaring return. 
Almost everyone, that is. There is, however, 
someone who has done even heller in terms 
of shareholder value, and that’s Fl ier Birch, 
chief executive of Abbey NationaL He re- 
tires this weekend after 14 years in the hot 
scat and he does so on a high note, with 
pre-tax profits up another 16 per cent and 
the dividend up nearly u fifth. 

Abbey was the first building society to 
convert to a pic and float on the stock mar- 
ket. At the tffne, virtually all the others 
including the mighty Halifax, poo-pooed 
Abbey s trail hlazing experiment, arguing 
that long term the customer would be 
squeezed by the demands of sharehold- 
ers. But one by one they've followed suit. 
Only the Nationwide and a few also rails 
now cling to the mutual tradition. 

You can argue until the cows come 
home about which structure of ownership 
is best for the customer. As you might ex- 
pect, Mr Birch makes a compelling case for 
the joint stock company. Bui one thing is 
certain; the Abbey conversion has been out- 
standingly good for those customers who 
hung onto their share allocation. In the 
eight years from conversion to the end of 
last year, shareholders recorded a total re- 
turn of 1 157 percent taking account of the 
movement of the share price and gross div- 
idends over that lime. That makes ft the 
best performing share in the FTSE 100. 


This is not all down to Mr Birch, of 
course. In large measure it is due to the 
fact that when Abbey floated, the stock 
market had no proper appreciation of how- 
much a building society might be worth. 
It is also down to the market’s general love 
affair with the banking sector. But Mr 
Birch has played his part with good man- 
agement and well chosen acquisitions. His 
successor. Ion Harley, says be wanes to em- 
ulate Mr Birch’s achievements. Wc all wish 
him well, but it's hard to see how he can. 

Indeed, it is Mr Harley’s unfortunate 
lot that however hard he works and how- 
ever successful he is in his management, 
his reign is much more likely to see a pe- 
riod of share price underperformancc than 
a continuation of the heady gains of the 
Birch years. Without another round of far 
reaching consolidation, which ministers 
and regulators are hostile towards, the 
boom in bank shares cannot be expected 
to continue. Mr Birch is going to be an 
impossible act for Mr Harley to follow. The 
same will be true for whoever steps into 
Sir Brian Pitman’s shoes loo. 


Watery grave for 
Byatt review 

LAN BYATT is not the sort to fire shots 
across the Government’s bows. The di- 
rector general of Ofwat is generally more 
subtle and methodical than that and. in 
any event, he gets on better with New 
Labour than most of his fellow regulators. 


Nevertheless, what is one to make of 
the strategy document Mr Byatt issued yes- 
terday setting his face against profit shar- 
ing in the water industry and generally 
indicating that bis forthcoming price re- 
view will be less harsh than feared? 

The stock market lapped it up, mark- 
ing the shares of several water companies 
sharply higher. How well it will go down 
with the President of Lhe Board of Trade, 
Margaret Beckon, is less clear. Mrs Beck- 
ett is keen to include some formula for 
sharing out “excess” profits in her forth- 
coming Green Paper on utility regulation, 
if the DTI can ever achieve sufficient 
agreement with the Treasury to get the 
wretched thing published. 

Neither Mr Byatt nor any of his fellow 
regulators much like that, arguing that the 
RPI-X price capping regime has served 
customers well while giving the utilities the 
incentive to raise their game and their ef- 
ficiency levels. 

Mr Byau’s carefully crafted statement 
yesterday obliquely accepts that Mrs 
Bucket! may take a different view of reg- 
ulatory needs when her Green Paper 
emerges. “Changes resulting from the 
Government’s review could affect the bal- 
ance between incentives to efficiency 
and early benefits to customers," he says 
sweetly. Shorn of regulcse. (his means Mr 
Byatt may have to flush his own review 
down the pan and start all over again. 

The longer the Green Paper is delayed, 
the more apparent it becomes that its con- 
tents are a moveable feast. Since the sit- 
uation seems to be as fluid as water 


regulators can hardly be blamed for seek- 
ing to influence the shape of the final pro- 
posals. But this is a dangerous game. Some 

of the regulators, like Clare Spdttis- 
woode at Of gas, have given up hope, much 
less interest, in being re-appointed when 
their terms are up. 

And how is Mr Byatt to buckle down 
to implementing the sort of regulatory 
regime he has so vociferously campaigned 
against up until now? 

A tale of two 
economies 

WITH BUMPER City bonuses again this 
year, if not quite as gpod as hoped for. and 
executive pay rises running into double fig- 
ures, it’s no wonder one of the South-east’s 
most chi-chi chains of sandwich shops has 
just put up its prices- A six per cent rise 
in the cost of a cup of tea in Canary Wharf 
this week leaves no room for doubt that 
the steam is escaping around the edges of 
at least some parts of the economy. 

Unfortunately, the same is not true of 
manufacturing industry north of Watford. 
This is why it has become conventional wis- 
dom to argue that the interest rate judge- 
ment is finely balanced. On one side of 
the argument there are booming services, 
retail sales, and private sector pay settle- 
ments. On the other there are depressed 
export orders, manufacturing gloom and 
falling producer prices. 

For the gloomier pundits in the City, 
the worsening trend in the trade figures 


. w hich should not be obscured by a mod- 
est improvement last month - tips the bal- 
ance in favour of manufacturing and 
against a further increase in interest 
rates. But there is one problem with this 
lo<ric. It is that exports are still growing 
at*a remarkably robust pace. 

The trade position is getting worse be- 
cause imports are growing like topsy, 
sucked in by their cheapness - thanks to 
the strong pound - and buoyant consumer 
demand. This looks ominously like a clas- 
sic British balance of payments crisis in 
the making. And ir’s being caused by an 
overheating economy, the only obvious dif- 
ference from the traditional pattern be- 
ing that some production is still going for 
export rather than all being diverted to the 
home market. 

In other words, the evidence weighing 
against another increase in interest rates 
is not as great as we are supposed to be- 
lieve. Manufacturers have rarely been so 
pessimistic, but there is little evidence that 
business has collapsed because excessive 
interest rates have squeezed demand dry. 

There are two risks the Bank of Eng- 
land’s Monetary Policy Committee will be 
weighing up when it meets next week. To 
raise rates would be to risk slowing 
growth to below trend and having to re- 
verse the decision later. The other risk is 
that of not doing enough to prevent the 
British economy from running into the 
same old inflationary difficulties that 
have plagued it in the past. Its members 
should tty the novel risk of doing a bit too 
much rather than a lot too little. 


Slowdown in growth 
may be less severe 
than analysts feared 


Eidos 1 entertainment software sales soar thanks to efforts of computer heroine Lara Croft 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

A — 


THE FOG of uncertainty ob- 
scuring the outlook for the econ- 
omy thickened yesterday with 
betler-th an -expected trade fig- 
ures, a survey showing a mixed 
picture in manufacturing and 
news of a pick-up in the housing 
market. The latest batch of evi- 
dence suggested growth might be 
slowing less sharply than some 
analysts have been braced for. 

City experts were unchar- 
acteristically vague about bow 
the Bank of England’s Mone- 
lary Policy Committee would 
vote on interest rates next 
week. “The three members 
who voted to raise rales in Jan- 
uary and February will not 
have changed their minds. The 
question is whether another two 
4 will have joined them," said 
Ciaran Barr, an economist at 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell. 

The split vote on the MPC 


in the latest two months 
demonstrated how dose a call 
the interest rate decision has 
been. The Bank’s Inflation 
Report said the inflation out- 
look depends on whether over- 
seas trade slows the economy 
enough to offset strong pay and 
price pressures at home. 

The shortfall between ex- 
ports and imports of goods 
narrowed unexpectedly in the 
latest month. Official figures 
show trade with countries out- 
side the EU was £777m in the 
red in Januaiy. down from just 
over £1 bn the previous month, 
while the whole world deficit 
□arrowed from £1.6bn to 
£1.3bn in December. 

However, the unexpected 
improvement could not dis- 
guise the worsening trend in 
trade, with the deficit jumping 
to more than £4bn in the final 
quarter of 1997. The underly- 
ing growth of export volumes 
slowed to a still-robust 7 3 per 


cent in the fourth quarter but 
was overtaken by import 
growth of 9.3 per cent. 

Against this disappointing 
background, the Confedera- 
tion of British Industry report- 
ed an improvement in orders 
this month. Its survey of indus- 
trial trends for February showed 
domestic orders up although ex- 
port orders remained weak. 

Sudhlr Junankar, a CBI 
economist, said: “Exports are 
still being hit by the strength of 
sterling." But he added, “The 
manufacturing picture is not 
totally bleak." 

Further evidence that the 
economy remains buoyant at 
home emerged from the Na- 
tionwide's house price index, 
which increased by 0.7 per cent 
in February to a level 12.9 per 
cent higher than a year earlier. 
The building society said the 
average house price, at £62,770, 
has regained its 1989 peak. 

Outlook, this page 



LARA CROFT, the 
pneumatic heroine of the 
computer game Tomb 
Raider, helped Eidos, the 
software company, achieve 
a 329 per cent surge in 
pre-tax profits in its latest 
three-month financial 
period. The launch of its 
top titles over the busy 
Christmas period boosted 
profits in the last three 
months of last year to 
£31. 3m from the £7.3m it 
made in the same period in 
1996. Eidos, which is 
Europe’s top developer and 
publisher of entertainment 
software said sales of the 
key titles Tomb Raider 2, 
Fighting Force and 
Championship Manager 
had been ‘particularly 
impressive’. Charles 
Cornwall, chief executive, 
said: 'With a significantly 
better quality line-up of 
products, combined with 
the robust growth of both 
the Playstation and PC 
markets, we are very 
optimistic about the 
company^ growth 
prospects.’ Eklos* shares, 
which have surged from 
447.5 at end of August last 
year, closed yesterday 
at I087.5p, up lOp. 


EMU first wave stake their claims 


By Katherine Butler 

in Brussels 

and Barrie Clement 

FRANCE, Germany and Italy 
will stoke their claims to be- 
come founding members of 
'fjthe European single currency 
today when they submit data 

showing they have managed to 
scrape through the Maastricht 
treaty convergence tests. 

With just 44 weeks to go be- 
fore the launch, the official euro 
countdown begins today when 
Haims from countries hoping to 
join in 1999, backed up by 
proof of. sound Finances in 
1997. must be submitted to the 
European Commission. 

After months of grappling 
with the German deficit, Tbeo 
Waigd, Bonn's finance minis- 
ter, is expected to announce a 


2.9 per cent deficit to GDP ra- 
tio for 1997 which to his great 
relief, comes within the 3 per 
cent ceiling allowed by Maas- 
tricht. Bonn’s deficit will be 
higher than 1997 deficit out- 
turns announced during the 
week by Spain and Portugal. 
The Spanish can boast a minor 
economic miracle with new 
figures showing the public 
deficit down to 2.6 per cent of 
GDP from 4.6 in 19%, while 
Portugal's is 2.5. 

Even Italy, which has borne 
the brunt of German and 
Dutch criticism for slack fi- 
nancial housekeeping is ex- 
pected to announce that it has 
brought it’s deficit down to a 
creditable US per cent of GDP. 

Eleven countries are bid- 
ding to join in the first wave, and 
if the forecasts for the last three 


to announce their 1997 data are 
borne out, then an 1 1-member 
Euro seems a certainty. This will 
fuel suspicions that widespread 
fudging has been employed to 
ensure that, on paper at any rate, 
convergence has been achieved. 

The figures submitted today 
are the ones the Commission 
will assess to recommend Euro 
zone participants. Its report is 
due out on 25 March and heads 
of government will make their 
selection based on this recom- 
mendation on 2 May. 

Yesterday the leader of 
Britain’s biggest union warned 
that tens of thousands of jobs 
would be axed throughout 
Europe as the cost of the single 
currency. Addressing the leaders 
of 5 million public sector workers 
in London yesterday,' Rodney 
Bickerstaffe, general secretary erf 


Unison, said the challenges faced 
by the euro were “immense 
and possibly insurmountable”. 

The warning came as in- 
dustry and union leaders 
claimed that 23,000 British 
jobs would be lost because of 
the abolition of the duty-free 
system next summer. 

Mr Bickerstaffe told dele- 
gates from 11 European Union 
« countries that EMU was a “risky 
venture” and a “trip into the un- 
known”. Unison's opposition 
to monetary union flies in the 
face of both Labour party and 
TUC polity. Mr Bickerstaffe 
said: “We know that the coun- 
tries that go forward in the first 
wave will constitute something 
ofa new 61ite group- That is why 
I assume within the Govern- 
ment there is still a great deal 
of debate and discussion.” 


feeS Smith & Nephew pioneers 
div0 ' 'engineered skin’ treatment 
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By Andrew Yates 

SMITH & NEPHEW, the 
UK’s largest healthcare group, 
is hoping to introduce a revo- 
lutionary new cure for cartilage 
and ligament injuries based on 
its pioneering skin-grafting 
work which uses human tissue 
from the foreskin of circum- 
cised babies. The new treatment 
could eventually prevent the 
amputation of patient s legs 
and act as alternative to the in- 
sertion of artificial knees. ^ 
S&N is the first company in 
the world to develop specially 
engineered skin, called Der- 
magraft It is currently used to 
help treat foot ulcers in dia- 


betics. Sufferers often lose sen- 
sation and have poor blood cir- 
culation in their feet, which 
makes them more susceptible 

to ulcers. Dermagraft acts a nat- 
ural cure for the ulcers, pro- 
viding new skm tissue. Now the 
company is trying to extend 
Dermagraft’s applications, us- 
ing the skin to treat leg ulcere 
and pressure sores. This year it 
will also start human clinical tri- 
als to treat cartilage injuries 
Chris O’Donnell. S&N’s 
chief executive, said; “We have 
developed an ‘off the shelf bio- 
engineered human skin- It may 
have a wide variety of uses that 
could transform our company.” 
investment column, page 24 


National Express director leaves 
after boardroom shake-up 


By Michael Harrison 


A SENIOR director of National 
Express left the company with 
a £200,000 pay-off yesterday 
after a boardroom shake-up 
which concentrates farther 
power in the hands of Phfl 
White, its chief executive. 

Alan Kelsey, group corpo- 
rate development director, left 
National Express “by mutual 
consent” after a review of 
boardroom responsibilities left 
him without a job. Mr Kelsey 
was on a one-year rolling con- 
tract and was paid about 
£200,000 last year. He is un- 
derstood to have received his 
full entitlement 


Mr White said Mr Kelsey's 
role was to lead the deoelopmmt 
of the group and that included 
identifying opportunities for 
acquisitions and expansion of 
the business. “He left because 
the board decided that should 
be the role of file chief executive 
and the finance director,” added 
Mr White. 

In the past four years Na- 
tional Express has expanded 
massively to take on airports, 
trains and buses in addition to 
its core long-distance coach 
business. It is the biggest single 
operator of privatised rail 
services and will receive £L8bn 

of subsidies over the life of its 
franchises. 


Wembley plans to sell stadium 

WEMBLEY, the company that owns the UK’s biggest football sta- 
dium, yesterday said that it was planning sell the site to the Eng- 
lish National Stadium Trust (ENST), an independent group that is 
supervising the construction of a new national stadium. ENST whose 
directors include Lord Shephard, Grand Metropolitan's former chair- 
man, and Greg Dyke, head of Pearson Television, are applying for 
lotfeiy money to fond the grand scheme which involves Wembley 
being closed for [wo-and-a-balf years. However, the plans for the 
new stadium and will not be unveiled until April, which threatens 
to delay the project beyond its proposed starting date of mid-1999. 

KPMG shows 17% rise in fees 

THE INCOME of KPMG, the accountancy firm thaL recently 
abandoned plans to merge with rival Ernst & Young, grew IS per 
cent to £I76.9m in the quarter to Lhe end of December. The fig- 
ures came as the firm launched its 1997 annual report ’and ac- 
counts, showing a 17 per cent rise in fees for the year to 30 
September 1997. Profit per partner was up 24 per cent at £256,000, 
while the total pay, including pension contributions, of Colin S bar- 
man, senior partner, rose from £771,000 last year to £904,000. 

Duty-free loss threat to jobs 

ABOLITION of the duty-free arrangement would cost 23,000 jobs 
in Britain, reduce the number of tourists and increase travel charges 
by £14 a visit, according to a report commissioned by the Duty- 
Free Confederation. The study, by the Centre For Economic and 
Business Research, showed that most redundancies would occur 
in the ferry port region of Kent and in the Scottish Highlands. 

Emap to make radio disposals 

EMAP, the publishing and broadcasting group, has put Red Drag- 
on FM and Tbuch Radio, its radio stations in Cardiff, up for sale. 
Emap was forced into the sale after breaching radio ownership 
limits following the acquisition of Melody FM from Hanson for 
£25m yesterday. 


TOURIST RATES 



Australia (dollars) 

23698 

Italy (lira) 

2.872 

Austria (schilling) 

20.34 

japan (yen) 

207.89 

Belgium (francs) 

59-75 

Malta (lira) 

0.6293 

Canada (S) 

2.2698 

Netherlands (guilders) 336Q 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.8454 

Norway (kroner) 

EL2I 

Denmark (kroner) 

11. fO 

Portugal (escudos) 

295.01 

Finland (markka) 

8.8532 

Spain (pesetas) 

244.65 

France (francs) 

9.6977 

South Africa (rand) 

7.7916 

Germany (marks) 

2.9029 

Sweden (kroner) 

(2.90 

Greece (drachm d) 

459.73 

Switzerland (francs) 

23511 

Hong Kong <$) 

1233 

Turkey (lira) 

359.923 

Ireland (punts) 

1.1637 

USA($) 

1.6028 



Source: Thomas Cbofe 
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INDEPENDENT 

WIN 

National Geographic 
‘The Decades’ 
on CD-Rom 



For nearly 1 1 decades. National 
Geographic magazine has 
fascinated and educated readers 
everywhere with its compelling 
explorations and descriptions of 
the natural world. 

You now have the chance to view 
thousands of full colour photo 
Images from award winning 
photofoumaJists covering the 
American West, Polar Regions 
and The Natural World on the 
new CD-Rom set available on 
Win 95/Mac CD-Rom. 

The CD-Rom set Incorporates 
every issue from the 1980’s 

through to 1996 which indudes 
the stories, page maps, graphics, 
biographies on National 
Geographic photographers plus 
classic period advertising from 
die past century. 

Calls cost 50p per minute at all limes. Winners Dieted at random an« lines Oase 
28 February 1998- Usual Newspaper PuHgNng rules apply; Edita's deration Is final 


Included with this CD-Rom 
is a robust search engine which 
links direedy to an exclusive area 
on the National Geographic 
website. 

We have five National 
Geographic CD-Rom sets (5 CD 
Rom’s in a set - price £29.99) to 
win, courtesy of Mlndscape. 

To enter this competition simply 
dial the number below, answer 
the following question on line 
and leave your name and full 
address; 

G Name the largest manvrad. 

Call 0930 525274 
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Asia crisis puts a 
dent in Rio Tinto 


SPARE a thought for Robert Wilson. 
For most of 1997 the chairman of Rio 
Unto, the world’s largest mining group, 
thought he was doing quite a good job. 
The benefits of the 1995 merger with 
CRA, the Australian group, were be- 
ginning to flow through. In fed, Rio Tm- 
to now reckons the combined 
companies will save $300m a year on 
coas- $5Qm more than it had previously 
calculated. 

When you're in a commodity busi- 
ness, however, certain basic factors - 
such as prices - are beyond your con- 
trol- And since economic turmoil first 
rumbled across Asia last autumn, met- 
al prices have slumped. The copper 
price, for example, has dropped by over 
a quarter to less than 80 cents a pound. 
Given that every 10-cent-a-pound fall 
wipes SI 00m off Rio Tinto’s bottom 
line, it’s no surprise that the company’s 
shares slipped from £10 to £7 in just 
three months, although they have since 
staged something of a recovery. They 
closed up 22p at 812p yesterday. 

Potential investors need to ask 
themselves two questions. First, to what 
extent will the Asian crisis dent the 
company's profits? Second, how much 
of that gloom is already reflected in the 
share price? Yesterday, Mr Wilson had 
a pretty good stab at convincing share- 
holders the crisis is not as bad as it 
looks. Although 40 per cent of Rio Tfa- 
to's sales are in Asia, half of that is in 
Japan. What's more, even though 
prices have dropped, sales volumes are 
still expected to rise in (he coming year. 

Nevertheless, the impact on eco- 
nomic growth in the West remains un- 
clear. The drop in metals prices has also 
prompted Rio Tinto to re think several 
potential investments, although ft claims 
that all current projects are going 
ahead. 

So the company is thinking of oth- 
er things to do with its cash. Mr Wil- 
son acquisition opportunities may pop 
up. Rio Tinto also has permission to 
buy back 10 per cent of its shares. In 
the UK, the company win have to wait 
until Advance Corporation Tax is abol- 
ished next year before it can return cash 
to shareholders. In Australia, howev- 
er, it’s more likely to do so sooner. 

Uncertainty about macroeconom- 
ic conditions shows up in the spread 
of profit forecasts for the coming 
year, with rival analysts forecasting any- 
thing from a 10 per cent fall in prof- 
its this year to a 10 per cent rise - which 
translates into a forward p/e ratio of 


ffio Tinto: At a glance 

rate £8^ stare 

Rye-y^ir record 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 


Turnover pan) 3 18 

Pre-fax profit? (am) 0.44 

■ 

Earnings per share (p) 27 .Q 
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453 

4.71 

1.15 ■ 

1.42 

1.11 
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Energy 13% 


Copper 25% 


Share price 
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1100 



Iron ore 21% 



between 14 and 18. The 4 per cent div- 
idend yield is some consolation, but for 
the time being these shares are effec- 
tively a punt on global economic con- 
ditions, and are no better than a hold. 


S&N has some 
aces up its sleeve 


ON THE face of it Smith & Nephew 
offers few attractions for investors. 
Profits fell by 12 per cent to £16 lm in 
1997 due to damaging impact of the 
strong pound and the squeeze on 
European health budgets as European 
monetary union approaches. 

Earnings are likely to be flat in 1998 
as the rise in sterling continues to bite, 
with more than 80 per cent of its earn- 
ings coming from overseas. S&N has 
put aside at least £5 00m to spend on 
acquisitions but it has failed to find any- 
body to buy at a decent price. 


Nor can shareholders look forward 
to a special dividend or share buy-back. 
And this perennial bid target has, 
conspicuously, failed to attract a 
takeover offer. 

But S&N has several aces up its 
sleeve. Its big hope is Dennagraft, its 
revolutionary bio-engineered skin 
derived from the discarded foreskin of 
babies. S&N predicts it will bring in 
revenues of at least £150m within 
three years by helping to cure foot 
ulcers for diabetics. 

If it can be applied to other prob- 
lems such as leg ulcers or cartilage in- 
juries then it has the potential to 
transform SAN’s finances, although this 
is years away. 

Meanwhile SAN’s profits should 
pick up in 1999 as the effect of steriing 
diminishes and the investment in Der- 
magraft begins to pay off. The Euro- 
pean healthcare market remains tough, 
but there are signs of some improve- 
ment in the US following SAN's shake- 
up of its sales and marketing set up. 


And, while it is sensibly cutting costs 
by £25m or so a year it is not scrimp- 
ing on its research and development 
budget, which can only help its long- 
term growth prospects. 

Dresdner Kleinwort Benson fore- 
casts current year profits of £161m, 
putting the shares, which fell 2_5p to 
173p yesterday, on a prospective p/e 
ratio of 17. 

That looks about right for now, but 
if Dennagraft takes off the shares will 
begin to look cheap. 

Walters surges 
on IT hopes 

ROBERT WAITERS, the finance and 
information technology recruitment 
group, has had . a storming run since 
coming to the market 18 months ago. 
Floated at 105p, the shares have surged 
to 548Sp, up another 58-5p yesterday, 
and were one of the five best performers 
on the whole market last year. 

Yesterday’s jump was on the back of 
a bumper crop of results showing that 
full-year profits doubled to £7.7 tn on 
sales that also doubled to £91m. Robert 

Walters, founder and chief executive, has 
bold plans to increase IT recruitment 
to 50 per cent of contract staff sales by 
3)00 from the current 25 per cent. There 
is even talk of being able to cope with 
an acquisition in contract recruitment 
that could run to £50m-£60m, almost 
half the group’s market value. 

The company is dearly growing 
rapidly at the moment but what the City 
has been keen to know is how well it 
is insured against a potential downturn, 
which tends to hit cyclical companies 
like recruitment consultants hard. 

Its answer has been to expand into 
outsourcing, where Robert 'fthiteis takes 
on the recruitment functions of a major 
company or bank and installs its own saff 
on ate. The benefits are that it provides 
more secure revenue and enables the 
company to get to know clients better. 
From a standing start ayear ago Robert 
Walters now has 12 diems on this bass. 

It points out that only 20 per cent 
of its revenues are from the more cycli- 
cal permanent/commerce sector with 
60 per cent from contract placements 
which tend to increase in downturns as 
employers seek labour flexibility. 

On the house broker’s increased 
forecast of £11 5m the shares trade on 
a forward rating of 17. There could be 
some profit-taking after such a strong 
run but with earnings growing so fast 
and the stock tightly held there could 
be more to go for. Hold. r 
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as results disappoint 
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By Michael Harrison' 
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Ian Poulter, analyst at banks such as the Wbolwieh 
Williams de Broe, said: “The fig- ■ Bardays, Abbey has no Lmme- 
ures were slightly poorer than diate plans to return capi 


we expected. The whole lot- in- 
comes, costs and provisions - 
came in slightly worse than we 
might have hoped for.” 

Profits before tax rose by 
16 per cent to £1.4bn, although 
this was before exceptional 
charges of £145m resulting from 
last year’s changes to the cor- 
poration tax regime. 

Expenses leapt by 15 per 
cent to £l-2bn, largely because 
of tte costs of integrating recent 


shareholders- 

Mr Harley said: “We will be 

watching developments and in 
the absence of sufficient organic 
growth and acquisition oppor- 
tunities, we will return capital 
to shareholders.” 

On the subject of acquisi- 
tions, Mr Harley said Abbeys 
areas of interest were in 
life, pensions and retail fund 
management. He said Abbey 
was not going to buy a Euro- 
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Lonl Tugendbat, Abbey' s chair 
man, saifcl Mr Birch had “trans- 
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Lasmo reveals 
ambition to 
double output 

LASMO, the ofl exploration 
and production group, yester- 
day unveiled plans for a near 
doubling fa output over the nest 
seven years and said it was 
considering entering Iran, 
writes Michael Harrison. 

The company aims to in- 
crease production from 200u000 
barrels a day to 350/XX) from ex- 
isting fields in the UK North 
Sea, In d onesia and Venezuela, 
which it bought into last year fa 
a £275m deal. 

Lasmo also plans to sell off its 
Colombian interests, which could 
raise about $280m (£167m), and 
has pm its operations in Italy and 

Gambon under review. 

Announcing static pre-tax 
profits before esceptionals last 
year of £48m, Joe Darby, Las- 
mo 's chief executive, said it was 
looking at diversifying the pro- 
duction base. This could involve 
taking on production licences in 
Iran which the Tehran govern- 
ment is advertising next month. 

Other areas for expansion 
include Brazil and the Capsian 
Sea but Mr Darby rejected sug- 
gestions that Laanowas adopt- 
ing a “gung-ho" approach. 
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Time for Lower Factory Prices 
and the Best Showroom Service 


We cut out the middleman 

We 9dl w ymi tfirea because, wlh no 
mJddfcman. It meats loner prices hr you. 
Our (Jen showroom strf who specbllse only 
m PC systems serve you dbeaiy and can gw 
you better advice to enable you lo select Die 
right system. 

We design our PCs to be 
future-proof 

We make all die PCS we seO to Britain and 

can incocpofaie the latest TC technotoe to 
ghe you better specifications. Systems are 
designed to be easiy upgradable so that 
they wffl grow wtth you and rwt become 
outdated. 

Try before you buy 

Wstt your local showroom and cate a dc&er 

took at the quaKry and perfwmarK- of our 
systems. Pick-up our PC Buyer's Guide and 
speak to cur stall who trill give sound 
spedaflst advice, in fargoi-free pbto engfch. 

We get you started 

Our PCs are pre-oonheunsd and ready lot use 
watt piehaded software. Simply pfag in and 

swhdi oa Ckir unique <W mkuae VHS video 

trainer and user gli de cowKaB aspects of 
nomal PC usage and you can watt* It and 
leant from It at your own pace and at times 
convenient to you. 

10 years of service and 
support 

Out servioe b also cSrea and we haw been 
serving customers for over lOyeats. Whoefae 
can provide the best service but the people 

wto designed and hulk your PC. Each store 
has trained technicians and an in-store 
wnfce centre In addition to tfcea h«Sne 
telephone support. 

Money back guarantee 

Buy with con fid ence with complete peace of 

mrtt we befim our products, sente and 

prices represent the best value h the UK. tf 
you ate not happy for whatever reason, you 
can return ymv K to us within 14 days for a 
fofl refund excluding defiupy costs. 


41 UK Showrooms 
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■ 38k Voice modem 
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■ 3D snmreie sound 

• 4M» 93 Adored Graiftlcs 
usng system RAM 

■ 14" SVGA afcnjr screen 
(15~ apdorat extra) 

• BM GOUtapwdi recension 

• VktooPfconoraodve 

• SF52S stowo speaker syaton 
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FREE PRINTER 
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Free Epson Stylus Color 
300 colour Inkjet P**** 
Hgher spec Epson Styfos 
Color 400 with M-2 
mod ab- Sated 
roMraJ PC cable. 

WcrosoBMrtBmatSe software Included w6h models 
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COMPUTER SYSTEMS 




Springtime in the 

city 


2 ^ 1 hotel offer 


The Independent and Independent on Sunday have 
joined forces with Inter-Continental Hotels to offer read- 
ers a unique 2 for 1 weekend promotion. Available at a 
selection of hotels in the UK and Europe, rates for these 
special weekends Include breakfast for 2 each morning 
and all taxes and service charges. This fantastic 2 for 1 
deal, which represents a 50% saving on the usual weekend 
rates, is available exclusively to Independent-readers, and 
is on offer every Friday Saturday and Sunday from now 
right through until the end of April 19S8. 

HOW TO BOOK 

Simply collect 4 out of the 7 tokens we will be printing every 
day until Friday 27th February Choose the dates that you 


Hold iRter-Conliaaittl 
London***** 

Located jus off Park Lane, ovcriooldng Hyde Park 
Comer nod Buckingham Pfrlace Gardens. With 458 
elegantly decorated bedrooms and suites, a fabu- 
lous French Restaurant, informal cofTec shop and 
modem health dub and gym, the bold boasts aft 
the services and farilirie* you would expect from 
croc of the capital’s premier hotels. A brand new 
Club loter-Continental executive floor is being 
launched in March. 

Rale (per room per weekend) £189 

May Fair (nicr-Cootinental 


On Stratton Street, this five star defuse hotel is per- 
fect for reaching the Bood Streel shops, royal porks, 
theatres and galleries. Jl offers superb accoauoo- 

dapoc and facilities mduding a stylish, contemporary 
restaurant. Opus 70 . popular cafe, traditional pub 
and sophisticated (nano bar. Its health chib boasts 
a swimming pool, gym. saunas and solarium. 

Ratc(per room per weekend) £195 

Churchill In ler-Cod linen til 
London***** 

In Poriman Square in the centre of the West End 
with the Oxford Street just rwro minutes walk. Re- 



Etegnnce and comfort at The George 
Inter-Continental, Edinburgh 


cently renovated to the highest standards, the stun- 
ning Churchill Imcr-Conlincaial boasts luxurious 

accommodation, a superb restaurant. Clementines 

and anew Churchill Bar &Ggar Divan. Guests 
have the use or a private tenuis court just opposite 
the hotel. 

RJtc(pcr room per weekend) £1SV 
The Fonun Hotel London 


y 

INTER-CONTINENTAL , 

HOTELS AND RESORTS 

want to stay and telephone the Inter-Continental Central 
Reservation office on 0181 847 2277. Callers should quote 
The Independent Weekend Promotion' when making their 
booking. On your arrival at the hotel you should present your 
tokens in order to qualify. All bookings are subject to avail- 
ability. 

EASTER BONUS 

As an extra bonus for Independent readers, these amazina 
weekend rates will be available throughout the Easter period 
at the London and Edinburgh hotels. The 2 for 1 deal (or 4 for 
2 during Easter) will be on offer for a period of five nights 
startmg from Thursday 9th April right through to Monday ' 
13th April inclusive. y 


ftrfectly situated ctac nj ifac shopping area nt Km*, 
melon and KnighLsbridgc. Wiih 27 floors, mmv 
of the hotels 91 0 bedrooms and su i ies enjoy superi 

Mews over rhe Lo ndon ^ inc A 

resiauraaisaDd ha,* include the Gloucester Rr at 
Deb iwuh , itsautfamfc-Mew Yu# atmosphere am 
ihc Kensington Garden Cafe. 

Raieiper room per weekend) £129 

The George Inter-Con tinenta] 

Edinburgh 

This first dass hotel occupies a classic' Georgia: 
Bu Klingdaungfromihe ^century. InU*^ 
°™ h \ c, «y. 195 bedrooms and suites enlTT 

peril \kws over the tiiy and ibe Firth of Fbnh°^[>h! 
mg options include a choice of three rJrT ^ 

Resiauram, housed in one of the t < ^ rven 
lar dining halt* in Edinburgh. s P«iaeu 

Raiefpcr room per weelmndi £109 

m E“nape induding Paris. V™ 

Md (prices □aappliS , ) Canne ' 


token 

7 


INDEPENDENT 

INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY^ 

0 

INTERCONTINENTAL 

"■■ir irT.iVV- 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

Tj paruopaw in Ibc offer you ermsr coilca 4 dif- 
IcTcrnly nuntoed iot«B from ihc -avcnwcwOI 
prioi between February 21 and February 27. 
Thcsc Wens will he redccnreHe a| any of ihc 
IrtiLT-Couiincatol aid Rnum hmek Inacd in The 
Indcfwndeni and Independent on Sunday. Alt 

prise shown are per mom per weekend (coo- 
pies (or two nighisj including fa|] Enclish 
hreakfBtand VAT AB brndtin^nM he nude 
uwQglarlBterTjwiincnulCaural Rewrvolion 
lifti These vpecnl weebend rale* fnr □ mini- 
mum _ night «ay arc available on Friday. Sai- 
urday and Sunday nights from Fntlav ’7 
February uniil Apnl 2f. I*« (but indwk Ihc 

Bwer period is nmol rfreel. RansarcnjyahJe 

in Mto currency and ,k nut iadude I mvH. This 
■<lei cam* ( he u«d a amjunction wilh atomh- 
er pnmmian. AU rewmuidns arc sutveci to 
availibilirv. 1 


Each of the hotels in the fa 
nental Hotels and Resorts ( 
with the highest level of ser 
including; superb accomma 
resiaurants, room service, 1; 
cleaning, in room satellite 1 

radio, millibar, direct dial, 
plcmcmed by the friendly, 

™ d expect fromth ; 

located ro r Tc^“ 

rartions and places oFfa tei 
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Second-liners rampant as Footsie edges to a peak 



MARKET REPORT at long Mwnd-iinc 

OUI performed their blue chip 
peers. As Footsie edged its 
way to a new peak. Midcap 
shares were in rampant form, 
with the FTSE 250 index surg- 
ing 605 points to a S. 132_3 
high. It was the sharpest ad- 
vance since September when 

D E RJE K. PAI N lhe stock markel got hold of 

a story that the Government 

had softened its EMU stance. 

The Midcap resurgence 
occurred at a lime NalWest Se- 
curities said the second and 
third-liners were expected to 
record faster growth than blue 
chips. 

IT shares provided much of 
the midcap impetus. Logics 
topped the list with a 107 Jp 
gam to 1.472Jip. Misys rose 
I45p to 2,570p and Sage 70p 
to 1.275p. Besides the seem- 
ingly heady prospects for com- 
puter shares the market was 
caught on the hop by an acute 
shortage of stock. 

The shrinking pool of 
shares was also a major factor 
in Footsie's progress, up 19.7 


to 5,764.8. Fund managers arc 
actively chasing shares and 
with few investors prepared to 
sell the inevitable pressure is 
upwards. 

The Smallcap index was 
also strong, gaining 9.9 to 
2,457.6. a record. 

Utilities, particularly waters, 
made a contribution to Foot- 
sie’s advance. After suffering in 
recent days on worries that the 
Government planned a much 
tougher regulatory environ- 
ment. they found themselves 
floating on a rising tide of 
hope as the industry regulator, 
Oftrat, adopted a soft line over 
pricing which could influence 
any Westminster review. 

Thames Water surged 5 Up 
to 895p; Seven 'frent, said to 
have been gloomy about the 
government review, put on 
35p to 929p and United Util- 
ities rose 29p to 799p. 

Even electricity shares re- 
sponded. National Grid 
gained 1 6p to 33Sp and Pbwer- 
Gen 26p to 85 Op. 

Elsewhere the market drew 


strength from company re- 
sults although Abbey Nation- 
al was a disappointment, off 
lOOp at 1.22(jp. Centrica put 
on 6p at 108p on figures and 
the prospect of a Panmure 
Gordon review next week. 

Takeover speculation 
cooled after Wednesday's ram- 
pant display hut the hum for 
possible targets continued, 
providing a whirl for one of the 
market's oldest candidates, 
United Biscuits. 

In busy trading the shares 
hardened' 13.75p to 272p, 
equalling their year's high. LIB 
has enjoyed some spectacular 
surges in the past on takeover 
speculation. The shares once 
shot to 435p on talk of a bid 
from Cadbuiy Schweppes. It 
seemed the two did hold talks 
but price, not personalities, 
was the stumbling block. 

Signet, the old Rainers, 
sparkled with a 2p gain to 
3S.75p, highest for four years. 
An American bid or even a de- 
fensive alliance with Argos, 
fighting a hostile strike from 


Great Universal Stores, pro- 
vided he encouragement. 

Lasmo rose 20.5p to 2772>p 
on results. Its decision to pull 
out of Colombia could cause 
concern for supporters of 
Emerald Energy and others in- 
volved in the South American 
country. 

“Almost every well we drill 
out there is a success. But they 
are just not material reserves ... 


Share Spotlight 

share price, penes 


Thames 

Water 



FMAMJ J ASOND J F 


with the capacity to support 
Lasmo's target of 5(MXO barrels 
a day." said chief executive 
Joe Darby. Emerald, due to re- 
port on its Colombian drilling 
any day now, firmed to 9p. 

TulJow 03, as stories that 
its Bangladesh agreement had 
finally been signed weal round 
a gain, rose 7.5p to 15G_5p. 

Ronson gained 3pio9_5p 
on stories that Victor Kiam, 
the man who bought Rem- 
ington because he liked the 
company, would become 
chairman. The struggling 
luxury goods group confirmed 
it was involved in a refinanc- 
ing but did not comment on 
the Kiam rumour. 

Pbotobition. the printing 
services group, gained 21 ip to 
325p on the Henderson 
Crosthwaite investment 
dinner. 

Colt Telecom's remarkable 
progress continued with an &5p 
gain to 1 ,235p. Last spring the 
shares were 267.5p. Other 
telecoms were firm, with BT 
up 4p to 606p and Vodafone 


3 Jp higher at 542^p. R*cal 
Electronics, on HSBC support 
and rumours of a telecom 
deal, rose 17.5p to 288 -5p. 
SDX Business Systems, sup- 
plying sophisticated telephone 
switchboards, put on 5p to 
227_5 p after Dresdner Hein- 
wort Benson dialled a 300p 
target. 

3i, the investment group, 
improved 26p to 571p after an 
investment presentation. 

Motor shares, nursing 
some of the market’s lowest 
ratings, firmed, helped by the 

Lex Service figures Lex ended 
14p higher at 460 Jp. 

The coming flotation of 
Desire Petroleum, owning the 
largest Falkland Islands off- 
shore acreage, continued to 
create action at 20 per cent 
shareholders Greenwich Re- 
sources, up OJSp at 21.75p, 
and Westmount Energy, 2p to 
168 _ 5 p. 

Computer group Spargo 
Consulting jumped 22 jp to 
195p. Figures are due next 
week. 


TAK1NGJTOCK 

IAF, with interests ranging from 
aircraft to properties in Kiev, 
held at 112p- Stockbroker Greig 
Middleton beheres the shares 

are cheap. Analyst Richard 
Andrews forecasts profits of 
£JL6m this year with £4.Im next 
The company has nine aircraft 
which are leased to airlines. Its 
properties in Kiev have the likes 
of BAT Industries, BP and 
Dekatte & Touche as tenants. 

Pea, the stru ggling sock makei; 
slipped to 2+75p after con- 
firming a £lm cash call. It is 
pinking a otre-lbr-four rights 
issue at 3p and buying 
Sodnrise, which is in 
receivership. 

Dealings are due to start on 
O&x today in Supreme Plastics- 
The shares were placed at 65p 
to raise £266,000. capitalising 
the company at £6L8 dl 

Utility Cable, responsible for 
lay ing many of the nation's 
television cables, is thought to 
be negotiating a deal with 
Eneigis. UC shares rose IJSp 
to 6.75p; Eoergis was up 64p to 
51&5p- 
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^ What if the trickle into Swiss francs 
turns into a speculative flood? 



RUPERT 

CORNWELL 

ON A EURO 
HEADACHE FOR 
SWITZERLAND 


rF BRITAIN'S monetary 
authorities are worried about 
sterling being pushed too high 
by doubts over a weak euro, 
imagine how the Swiss feel. 
Theirs is the ultimate safe haven 
currency, and eight months be- 
fore the euro sees the light of 
day, rumours of speculative in- 
flows abound. The German 
mark is brushing the 80 Swiss 
centime level which sets alarm 
bells ringing as loud in Beme as 
a 3-DM pound -in London. If the 
Germans conclude the euro is 
not a patch on their currency- 
cum-national symbol the trickle 
into Swiss francs could become 
a flood. 

Of course, it's not that 
Switzerland isn't rased to tins sort 
of thing. In the past the “real*' 
Swiss economy has coped as- 
toimdingty well with huge spec- 
ulative surges in the franc, and 
it retains enviable advantages to 
mitigate such a run-up now. 

“Made in Switzerland” con- 
veys 24-carat quality and relia- 
bility. Compared with their 
prickly French and angst-riven 
German neighbours, Swiss 
companies have taken globali- 
sation in their stride, and the 
Swiss labour market is less rigid 
than the classical continental 
models of Germany and 
France. But this time adjust- 
ment will be tougher. 


With 5 per cent unemploy- 
ment (stratospheric by Swiss 
standards, see graph), the 
Beme government can’t simply 
let the exchange rate take the. 
strain. Unlike Britain, which 
wonders when the Major boom 
wfll end, Switzerland is only now 
emerging from seven years of 
next-to-zero growth. In 1998, ex- 
pansion is pul at 2 per cent, but 
with no sign yet of a pick-up in 
capital spending and the con- 
struction sectors. This Swiss 
recovery is still young and dis- 
tinctly fragile. 

For the Swiss, like us, the 
benchmark is the German mark. 
Over the last 15 years, the franc 
has revalued against the DM by 
an average 0.5 per cent a year 
( though its historic rise against 
sterling has been far greater, see 
graph) amid short-term fluctu- 
ations of up to 5 per cent either 
way. More of the same would be 
tolerable, Jean-Pierre Roth, the 
deputy chairman of the Swiss 
National Bank (SNB), implied 
in an interview this week. 

Beyond that however, “We 
are not ready to accept an ap- 
preciation of the franc. The 
SNB will do everything in its 
power to prevent the Swiss 
economy being a victim of mon- 
etary instability in Europe.’' 

The prayer of course is that 
Lhe euro does not generate 
monetary instability - that it 
proves to be the DM by another 
name. If so, “then that’s good 
news,” Mr Roth went on, “Well 
have the same relationship with 
it as we had with the mark.'’ But 
what happens with a weak euro? 

These are questions upon 
which Swiss central bankers do 
not care to speculate in public 
Still less do they want to provoke 
diplomatic incidents by saying 
who should join the single cur- 
rency and who should not 

Plainly though, the SNB 
would infinitely prefer a narrow 
euro similar to today's de facto 
D-mark zone, perhaps aug- 
mented by the French franc Al- 
most certainly, though, the 
beast will have a more Mediter- 
ranean (read Italian) hue. And 
the Swiss, understandably, are 
not a little jittery. 

Polite as he must be, Mr 
Roth refers to the “huge flue- 
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tuations” in the franc/lira rate 
in the past More graphically, 
and despite Italy's current burst 
of economic rectitude which has 
enabled it to meet the Maas- 
tricht guidelines, armadas of 
motorboats crossing Lake 
Lugano laden with high de- 
nomination lira banknotes dur- 
ing Italian crises past are an 
image etched in Switzerland’s fi- 
nancial folk memory. So haw to 
stop a repeat? 

The obvious answer is some- 
how to peg the franc to fee euro. 
But that presupposes Switzer- 
land is going to join the Euro- 
pean Union. Such is the goal of 
the Swiss government, and even 
the Swiss banks, for all their fears 
that Brussels regulations will 
spell the end of their “offshore” 
status in Europe, are slowly 
coming round to that view. 

But assuming the country 
settles its current disputes with 
the EU (in particular over 
transport and the free move- 
ment of people), full member- 
ship is inconceivable before 
2005 at the earliest. If Britain 
is a euro “pre-in”, Switzerland 
remains an unqualified “out” 
The feet that Swiss interest 


rates are 2 per cent below Ger- 
man ones sends exactly that 
message. In these circum- 
stances, a peg would be next to 
impossible. 

But if no peg, then what? 
Exchange controls, in this day 
and age, are out - as are nega- 
tive interest rates, which 
Switzerland used in the 1970s, 
but which are now considered 
to discriminate unfairly against 
those sending money to the 
country for “legitimate" 
reasons. 

Instead the SNB, like the 
Bank of England, is putting its 
faith in a flexible exchange rate 
which doesn’t offer specula- 
tors an easy target On top of 
that, the SNB has signalled it 
will provide liquidity if there's 
a large demand for Swiss francs. 
In other words, run an accom- 
modating monetary policy and 
hope you can convince markets 
there'll be no easy pickings. But 
at around I per cent already, 
short-term Swiss interest rates 
don’t have much further to faH 

Whatever happens to the 
franc in the short term, the euro 
is another harbinger of change 
in arguably Europe’s most 


change-resistant country. Just as 
the EU is eroding the m eaning 
of Swiss political neutrality and 
independence, the euro is 
gnawing at its financial inde- 
pendence. 

The Swiss banks have al- 
ready set up Euro-SIC, a 
privately owned institution 
based in Frankfurt that will 
function as a euro clearing 
bank, linking Switzerland with 
die euro-zone, aid ready to start 
operations on 4 January 1999, 
the first business day of the 
single currency. 

They realise too their coun- 
try’s long-term future cannot be 
as a Cayman I slands in die heart 
of Europe, growing fat on asset 
management and protecting 
capital fleeing the euro and 
prying national tax authorities. 
The banking industry accounts 
for 10 per cent of Swiss GDP, 
but ultimately the strength of 
the franc depends on a 
prosperous real economy 
behind h. 

And for Switzerland as for 
Britain, like it or not, that pros- 
perity will be shaped, in good 
measure by their relationship 
with the euro. 
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Yesterday’s session rapidly turned into 
something of an interrogation of Mr Buxton, 
as Mr Davies harried the Barclays man re- 
lentlessly over all sorts of issues. Finally Mr 
Davies appeared to tire of his harangues, put 
on his coat and made to leave the room. 

Whereupon he was summoned by the 
chairman of the Tbeasury committee, Giles 
Radice, Labour MF for Durham North. A 
heated discussion between the chairman and 
Mr Davies ensued, which culminated in Mr 
Davies throwing his coat to the floor and 
slum ping back into his chair. 

Mr Buxton’s erstwhile inquisitor then 
told the asembly that he was “a paid adviser 
to NatWest Bank”. One can only speculate 
what then passed through the Barclays boss’s 
mmri Barclays and Nat Wat have been at dag- 
gers drawn ever since NatWest rebuffed 
Barclays’ merger overtures several months ago. 

So who grassed Mr Davies up? Step for- 
ward Charles Qarfae, Labour MP for Norwich 
South, who was earlier seen handing a note 
to Mr Radice about Mr Davies’s advisory role. 

At least Mr Buxton could reflect that pol- 
itics is one of the few professions that makes 
banking look respectable. 

TO THE presentation of KPMG’s annual re- 
port, a lively affair following the rejection of 
the proposed merger with Ernst & Young. 

MHoe Rake. UKchief operating officer, was 
about to begin his presentation, when Cotin 
Sharman, senior partner of KPMG, at- 
tempted to alter the lighting in the room and 
succeeded in switching all the lights out Mr 
Rake quipped: Tve been in the dark for the 
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QUENTIN DAVIES, Tory MP for Stamford 
and Spalding, threw a tantrum yesterday at 
the Treasury Select Committee hearings into 
the single European currency. 

The MPs, including Mr Davies, were 
gr illing another committee made up of lead- 
ing businessmen, who haw been asked by the 
Government to advise on preparations for a. 
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Of the Status quo which causes regular 
changes in the qretem. 

BERNARD ASHER has a number curings 
to his bow other than being bead o 
vestment Bank. He is also a non-exeeutne di- 
rector of Remy Cointreau and Randgpld 
Resources, as weD as being a governor of the 
London School of Economics. Yesterday he 
added to this list by joining specialist con- 
struction group Morgan Sindall as a non-exec. 
Where does he get the time? 

PRUDENTIAL-BACHE Securities (UK) 
has poached Graham Elliott, 39, from Dean 
Witter to be its head of US institutional equity 
sales. Mr Elliott graduated from Christ 
Church, Oxford, and moved from Shell (UK) 
to Merrill Lynch and then Dean Witter. His 
chief claim to fame, however, is that in the 
height of the 1980s boom he was a keyboard 
player with Gordon and the Gekkos, a band 
inspired by the character of the same name 
from the film Wall Street. 

HAVE YOU ever tried that Scottish soft drink 
Iro-Bru? No, neither have I. But the Russians 
seem to like it. Barr Soft Drinks, makers of 
the said Bin, have signed a deal with some 
American investors to set up a plant in Russia 
which will produce 27 million litres of drinks 
and mineral water in its first year. 

The drinks are going to be manufactured 
in a former aircraft warehouse, leased from 
Yakovlev, Russia's largest aircraft producer. 
Former aviation engineers win be flown to the 
UK to retrain at Barr’s sites as bottling plant 
engineers. I’m sure sales will take off (sorry). 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 


Country 

UK 

Australia 

Ausira 

Belgium 

Canada 

Denmark 

ECU 

Rntand 

France 
Germany 
Greece 
Hong Kong 
kBiand 

Japan 

Malaysia 

Mexico 

Netherlands 

New Zealand 
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10000 
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20967 

61537 
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Other Spot Rates 


Country 
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Brad 
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Czech Rep 
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Hungary 
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Sterling 

Dollar 

Country 

Sterling 

Dollar 

1B445 
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1B5» 
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piii t 
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72358 

44000 
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nt iTTIa i* II i 
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85972 

40T17 

553?1 

33944 

Poland 

5801 

35385 

56058 

34088 

Qatar 

50068 

36405 

37906 

23050 

Russia 

99755 

80680 

34148 

20765 

South Korea 

2704 

05300 

84563 

39260 

Taiwan 

52953 

32200 

108005 

90000 

Thatenfl 

70487 

42850 

05016 

03050 

Turkey 

338617 

227800 

138.14 

84000 

UAE 

60394 

36725 


Interest Rates 

UK Germany 

Base 725% Dtacouit 
France Lombard 

Intervention 330% Canada 
Italy Prime 

Discount 550% Dtocotnt 
Netherlands Denmark 
SpAdvanca 330% Discount 



US 


Japan 


250% 

Prime 

850% 

Discount 

050% 

450% 

Discount 

500% 

Belgium 



Fed Funds 

589% 

Discount 

275% 

050% 

Spain 


Central 

330% 

500% 

0-d Repo 

450% 

Switzerland 
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Discount 

100% 

350% 

Repo(Ara) 

435% 

Lombard 

275% 


Bond Yields 

Country 3mBi chg 

Austrafa 490 -002 

EWQMTi 354 005 

Canada 467 -001 

ECU 434 Q00 

France 000 000 

Germany 353 -001 

Italy 588 -000 

Japan 048 000 

NTands 347 QOI 
Spate 440 000 

Sweden 437 040 

Stand 100 001 

UK 7D0 000 

US 517 002 


Money Market Rates 
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Contract Setflaraant High 

Long On Mar-06 12305 12341 

5VfG» Jun-96 10231 -0257 

German Bund Mar-98 HJTBt 0801 

Bafian Bond Mar-sa na57 1077 

Japan Govt Bd Marts 12993 0983 

3 Mth Staring Marts 9245 9247 

Jut-98 9252 9257 

3 Mth Euomaric Marts 9645 9548 

JiartB 9835 9636 

3 Mth Euralra Marts 9401 9402 

JtirtB 8501 9504 

SMtfiEuoyon Mar-06 9905 

3 UOr Euoswfss Mart 8 9893 9894 

Jun-98 9850 9850 

3 Mth ECU Uar -88 8559 9586 

MartB 95.* 9579 

FTSEOO MartB 378300 579600 5 

Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option 

SaUarmnt Price: 576480 

Series Call toatM Pi* fcnpVM -Sal Put 
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a Jan 

Put C— JBft 

5700 153 21 67 17 225 04 283 158 348 203 

5750 12220 B617 194 W 232 185 9K221* 

5800 93 18 K»1B *4«4 219 204 .252 240 

5850 70 g 137 15 136 188 191 227 252 2S1 

Energy 

Brent Cmda(avtnnel) Gas o9(!S4onna) W71 Cruda(Srt>afTsf) ProductsfMonne) 

IPE lari* Chg Vol PE Ow CM VBI NVH latt* Chg SpotCff NW Eur 

Apr MOT DIE 20982 MV 0325 025 3522 Apr «40 000 GBMtn95 0400 

May 1446 023 6544 Apr 0550 025 382S May STB 005 Naphtha flUU 

Jut HM OS 2079 Me* 13825 TOO 836 Jun 1817 000 GaaM B2D0 

JJ 553 007 Rid 04(3510 BMP 

Commodity Indices GoWman Sachs zeuapm 

Base date Last Chg %chg 31 Dec %«hgY7D 


Industrial Metals 

LME (SAmm) Caah Chg 3 month Chg UBE stocks Chg 

AlumHumHG 1437 1438 «50 1452 1453 f7 567750 -2900 

AJumWun Alcy 1255 1285 1000 1285 1300 12 43020 400 

Copper A 1875 1678 6300 1697 896 60 378500 -825 

brad 5485 5495 1400 553 554 12 *17000 -325 

McW 500 500 5000 5270 5275 50 65706 -72 

Th 5265 5275 2500 5200 5290 25 9535 -E5 

^ 10335 10345 ItOO 1057 058 10 4MES -1650 

Precious Metals 

pm IMt par oz pm tfcx/2 per pst Coin* (5) 

IS W W 
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SfcW 805 -029 082 Stvra 369 -016 049 Notate 36755 
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Staring CDs 
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ECU Dgposte 

www.bloomberg.cbm/uk 


Ovanf^rt 1 Hcefc 1 month 

BM Offer BM Offer M Otter 
735 700 

739 731 725 731 741 747 

731 744 731 744 744 750 

727 721 
743 737 
558 

422 434 


3 months E months 1 year 
Bid Oriar Bd Oltef Bd Qflsr 
735 TOO 

744 750 744 750 744 750 

747 753 747 753 747 753 

728 722 729 723 

746 738 746 738 741 733 

558 581 

422 434 422 434 

Source: Bloomberg 


. Coco* 
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UFFE SQUi pi 
Fab98 04QOO 
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Livestock 070-00 

Prac Metals 073-00 
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Apr Uw Cattle (CME) 3/aOk to 
Mar PorkBefies (CMElS/40kto 
M^r Orangs Jukw (CTN) S/T5k to 
Apr (CSC)$/50fcb 

Jtay Oats (CSnsrtkbsh 
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Potatoes 
UFFE C/tannfe 
Marts 7000 
AprtB 6600 
MaySS 7800 
Vbfc 82 
Com* 

CBOTCentsrtJsM 
Marts 28250 
MayQB 27150 
JU98 27750 
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Lge Potatoes 
®t SCSchg 
AprtB 84900 
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CBOT asktetto 
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us fotftn 2508 2842 4X» i 

«sisi;JS:is: Tnwhta,c " i 

Car^nratfenStj Comcrr CVl ICD j 
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Bloomberg are sponsoring the re-opening celebrations of 
the Serpentine Gallery, Kensington Gardens. London W2 > 
Britain's most popular contemporary art gallery » 

The Gallery opens to the public on Saturday 28th February, 
atari s sion free > For further Information call 
0171-402 6075 > Hake ft your business to be there. 
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Libel case 


• The gambling husband of the trainer Lynda Ramsden now has an extra £50,000 to bet with. Richard Edmondson reports 

Yet another winner for Jack the lad 


JACK RAMSDEN has buili a 
reputation for embarking on a 
gamble only when there are lone 
odds on offer so it came as 
something of a surprise when he 
announced that he was going i„ 
sue The Sporting Life for libel. 

Jack likes a bit of value and 
speculating in a two-horse race 
at short odds with scope for 
heavy financial defeat is not re- 
ally his modus operand!. He 
must have been quite confident. 

The punting icon’s self-belief 
was once again upheld yesterday. 
The newspaper must now pay 
costs estimated at £500.000 and 
almost £200,000 to the plaintiffs 
themselves, and heaven knows 
what Jade might turn his £50.000 
into at the racecourse. 

It may also mean a new 
leisure pool with slides and 
fountains for the Ramsdcns 
string at Sandhutton. near 
Thirsk. Part of the evidence in 
this case chronicled the 1989 vic- 
tory in a Leicester seller of a 
moderate four-year-old geld- 
ing called Arbory StreeL His suc- 
cess was most notable for the 
sum it netted the husband of the 
winning trainer. Lynda Rams- 
den. Jack Ramsden invested 
£1.500 to win and £500 a place 
at 14- 1. The returns bought an 
equine pool at Breckenhorough 
House, from where the Ranis- 
dens have trained for 14 years. 

The yard in James Herriot 
country was little more than a 
pig sty when the couple look res- 
idence. Tbday it is a Champncys 
for horses. There are 52 boxes, 
one and a half miles of all- 
weather gallops equipped with 
a timing machine and automatic 
watering system, a laboratory 
for blood-testing horses and a 
weighing machine. And. of 
course, the pool a symbol to the 



The winning team: Kieren Fallon (left), Lynda and Jack Ramsden leave court 


punting shrewdness of the man 
of the yard. 

Not all the money has been 
re-invested on the horses, how- 
ever, if this month's fashion pa- 
rade at the High Court Is to he 
taken as crucial evidence. Buck 
in Yorkshire. Jack and Lynda 
may also have all-weather walk- 
in wardrobes judged on the 
splendid variety of their outfits. 

From within the clothes 
there were persuasive perfor- 


mances from both throughout 
Lynda Ramsden looked noth- 
ing less than indignant on every 
occasion her honesty was chal- 
lenged. her face contorting 
most at The Sporting Life’s ac- 
cusation of “cheating". Jack 
would not believe she was un- 
truthful even if his wife herself 
insisted on it. “When 1 set out 
on this whole mission I always 
felt 1 would be really surprised 
if anyone could ever prove in a 


court of law that Lynda was a 
liar and a cheat" Jack said yes- 
terday. “Thai's been my main 
conviction from the start. 

“All Lynda wants to have is 
winners so if 1 suggested any- 
thing like that [betting skul- 
duggery] at the breakfast table 
she would be mortified. The bet- 
ting consideration of mine is to- 
tally secondary to trying to have 
winners for our owners." 

Jack is not a man poisoned 


HYPERION 

2.00 Hightech Touch 4.10 El respray 

2.30 DANA POINT (nap) 4.40 Lord Relic 
3.05 Even Blue 5.10 Stage Pass 

3.35 Green Crusader 


GOING: Good. 

•Left-Hand course with imposng drop fences and rum of tvyd futongs. - 
•Course IS near junctran of AMO and Mb. Newton station 2m ADMISSION: County 
Stand F6: Tatttareate £9; Newton Stand 24 (QAPs halt- price r Taneraals and Newton 
Stand). CAR PARK; Free. 

•LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe »133 (218*.) G Richards 3W8 0*5*1, N TMston- 
Davies 1&-69 (275%). D Nicholson w-58 04.1%). Mrs M Rave ley 13-65 (20%) 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: C Llewellyn 13-46 (273%) A MaguJrt 1653 p45%) L Wyer 
11 -63 (775%) A Dobbin 11-72 053%) P Niven -0-72 (I3S%) W Marston 7-40 (175%) 
•FAVOURITES: VH-336 HV7%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 


2.00 


TWEED LE DUM 'NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HANDICAP 
, HURDLE (CLASS C)£5£00 added 2m Penalty Value £3£73 

von DUKES MOUNT (46) (PI (Ms Owe &ntti) D Mchcbcn 6 n 10 _..AM»giire 

4214 NATIVE CHARM (27) (D) (Pel Mel Partners] C LfcfO* 6 Ti 4 J A McCarthy 

2-3304 BUILDER BOY (52) (Bf) {G J Jones) S Bioofcdoe 8 n 3 S Wynne 

22AM SUPREME GHOTW (34)(D) (WESttn)JC» 9 BO_. CU wwIt yn 

5P-F3F JUDJCTQUS NORMAN (77) (James R Adcvre! J Adam 7 05.^ __.BPowb* 

*3602 MRTEBCOMPOfOfIS(22)ffeesCanpenenBLttl)IA5Mlta*iey6e4.. . PMvsn 

7 OF-426 HIGHTECH TOUCH (671(^13 tawivHimtai) L Gras** BBl WIMntol 

8 50PP2 8HOOTYESKWO(22)(niefiaswfbcngP»rtnwav)JHa»fiw6«l 

-B declared - 

BET7TNG: 3-1 Mr Tees Components, 7-2 Dulwfa Mount, 4-1 Native Charm. 61 Supreme GonoHn. 
6-1 Bulkier Bay, 6-1 ItytaBdiTbucti, 12-1 JutWoua Norman, 2S-1 Snooty Eskimo 
S97- ThB Prams 6 n O C Umelyn 7-2 (N TwKtnOwiesJ 8 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

MR TEES COMPONENTS was a beaten favourite In Sfymoreb NH Flat race at Perth 
bach in Septetttoer. and there has been a more fancied Reveiey runner In the lour races 
he haa contested since then. Mr Tees Components should get that with Judcfous No r- 

... — ... k. h. ihi. in itiA mn it ihA Ttiti ha receives 

not haw 
iratong 


C 35441 U IBSHAAR (USA) (G) (D) (BF) (Use 5 BUrtnig} L Lingo 6 1) 6 R&ppie 

it -251FP DAMN MSSSI0H (21) (BF) (Mre Jemta E Pafctat) T Eaaertiy 6 BB LWyetB 

C 2250 LORD HCHRELD (NZ) (41) (Hara Aasoriatet) S Bookshan 7 t) 8 J( AtapufU (3) 

G 61-254 NEWl£AF(62)(Ws0JHU^DGan*tti6tJ5. BPMefl 

14 /PPFP5 FALMOUTH BAY (21) pwnBsNtanon)OShBnnad 9 S3 J A McCarthy B 

6 5046 ■ M)W YOUNG MAN (Z77) (Ms BertBia Lingo) L Lingo 9 6 2— . .WDonlngtf) 

6 5«D04 GREEN CRUSADER p5) (D) (MsR Kay A MsVWtadJMreV MM 7B1 RThonAonV 

17 653334 PRUSSIA (36) (0) (W) (The Pivesn Partwtfm) W Cby 7 01 Glbrnm 

18 00*01 EBBJ ALHABEEB (14) (The Bankhouse Cofederacy) DMcCan7 SO SWym 

« *4160 TEXAS SCRABBLE (15) (C) [Dj (Qrimes, Wm, Wfcon) B Baugh 9 DDR Studhotaa p) 

-I9itactared- 

tfnmuji wogft Ufa. ImehenOeap weighs: Efim Al Huaeb 9st 7b fetas Scramble SW 9®. 
BETTING: B-1 Gtw Boa, 7-1 Mnlw; B-1 Harbour Wand. 10-1 Moby Wne% Quango, Winn's 
Pride, Green Cntsadsr, 12-1 others 
■637- Big Strand 8 TI BJ Evans 11-2 (M Rpe) Bran 

FORM GUIDE 

PRUSSIA nay wefl be fettered by he pnmttdy to Deanes Beano and Backhouse Boy 
(wmner o( two con^ethjw handcaps ance) at Bangor n Decernber. but it was at! a 
cradling effort from 20to out ot the handcap. Pasaa ran cawftatty at Ludow last Bme 
to be fourth of 17 to Titty over an extended three and a quarter mtea and srtwJd be suit- 
ed by the ttop bach » (Ids trip He wore a v*o» Iasi Urn* but it is left off non No More 
Hassle'* form has been a bit kt and out fhla season and last hneB fifth of 13 Id ' " 

Lad at Market Rasen gives fctte encouragement but he had been In good form 
that. indudfog when a dose ttwd to Lets Be Frank at Doncaster, and should not be writ- 
ten oh Noisy Miner has been pulled up an his last two starts having been unbeaten si 
two bumpers and two novice hudles. They were good races and the switch to hand- 
cap company may hefo. but he la sil one to be wery ot Lord Richfield was let dotwi 
by a couple of mistalees when only sewnth of T7 to Cabakis on his handcap debut a 
Wferwitir test month, but he had shown promise previously and appeals off a 6ght waghl 
Menshaar, bach to form with a wtdB-mar(pi wn el Ayr 13 days ago. f el at me sixth at 
Newcastle last bme and would be better on a softer surface. The rehrat to hurdSng may 
work n New Leafs favou. Selection: PRUSSIA 


nn| HATTER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 

2m 4f Penalty Value £3,615 


_ Its shodd get that wim Jutocious Nor- 
man to take them along and he might be able to make the most of the 20to he reeft ves 
from Duke'a Mourn. With odds-on^ Thmartodo ruirtng poort* IXteY. Man n 
beaten much at Pkanpton. but lhaf debut hurdles wet was n testetg groutd 

I n ..l kw haHnr ttWlftC 1 HcA TW MnUll. SUDfeTItt GCflt 


ma OWUl IlilUBb "II W« II OJL&' M AAiy 

lay-off and he can goon to better trtngs. Like Ehiu& Mourn. Supreme Genofo has had 
tratsng problerite, but he was a far fowth behtod Kings Measire hate (an 4fl onfrs 
reappearance and comfog beck to two tides in a hanrfcap coud nefo. spreniB Qenonn 
may have been unlucky not to win a race of ttss sort last March, becar ce hew^s sMiTi 
cortentmn when fatsng two out In the Newbtry contest won by The Brewtraster. fflgh- 
lech Touch finished closer to Gngor Fta at Warvnck 52m) than Natfve Charm oo at 
^^a^rsuggestinghewn mate to presence felt Intte 
Fan's Doncaster run, however, was ctearty better than that at 'NarwtdtBnd N^v egta rm 
wmcxeaffecbw back at lh» tr^x Selection: MR TEES COMPONENTS 


. -= 1 QUEEN OF HEARTS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
2.30 £7,500 added 2m 4f Penally Value £5,095 

■ ~ « v. im awvn ■ D UnPwi V 


&SR ALLEGATION (77) (CD)(lfartinP|»fto]gCkb)URpe8TJ0 

111-44 JUYUSH (USA) (76) fC) rS2S 

4E222 DANA PtWTfl^ (0) (IBs SSnrf tf MsSST dhSJ) « - - |i r ‘cRanr^CT 

44fr® OUTSET (Zffl (CD) (Mari' KtoalMrtntmod 6 ... . 

ti 

^ ssssgastsasss^s^^^m 

3 ABSS ROBSTTO (16) (D) (M [Aol S^rtes 0) J 0»iea 5 B a • Michaet Brennan (3) 

StSSSi OaSmdISsISw 

Kins. 14-1 BeedAM nym 16-1 ^ 1,188 Robefto 

^Afcgdiw7fltJB0ri 6 2S-1(MP^«t GuiDe 

fourth ^tBr makmg most at ihe rtm>& 
ket Rasen. where Matcosnt Nbs nnmnri am hrtri n me classy Juyush, un- 

baeden as a two* jwheni ^ 

room for mprovemant but SjwfmpCwBre touched oH by stablemate Btg 

Strand r the Coral Cup PMaca^te «a|n from 7to out r?the 

sive Beecfdlelef Flyar wU have to be better than ewr io wm DANA POINT 

handicap. — — 


1 £336 FEEL5 LKE GOLD (17) (BF) (^dependent tome ) G Rchards 1) C 0. -A Dobbin 

2 53-04 CSTtC GIANT (27] p J Giber? L Umgo 8 tt B R&uppls 

3 i JATUI92) (D) (LYIterahiS) P Beatmort 8 ft O „.B Grattan (5) 

4 4PP-P1 SHARE OPTIONS (B2) (D) (See Hamrord) T Easlwby 7 ft B. LWysr 

5 222221 BRE3PRAY (1) (Vsvor Hamvigs) 14s S SiNfl 7 71 t) R (toast 

B 5PMF MAOI30NCOUNTYp7)(BKF^pplBn)PHDtlJietl4 .CLtoaeflynV 

7 2-FP26 TI« SECRET Gf«Y (57) tCteytx: BgeyPartner^te Ltd) DUcC*i 7114.. . ,TJ«r*sB 

-7dwfarad- 

BETT1NG: 2-1 Jayin. 7-2 Ebupray; 4-1 Madkon County Shore Opttora, 13-2 Fash Lflu Gold, 
12-t Caftic GUra. 25-1 Tba Secret Drey 
1997. Eudpe 5 it 4 R Duraoody 11-B |t far (U Ppe) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

JAYH defied odds of 33-1 a Carfele In November, boatng Shanavogh (wnior since) 
a comfortable four lengths, with CaSic Gianf a further seven lengths bafand in thud. This 
farmar eventar needed that race and. open to plenty of im pr ovement, can Mnagande- 
spite not havatg run area Celtic Giant was beaten a tong way In fourth to Foote Lite 
Gold a Ayr last month. Feels L*e Gold had done wa9 prtvwusiy to be third to smart 
Eacartefigue at Wathatby but he d te appioBnad when tawouhta at Cartde last lima Share 
Options beat Feats Lite Gold [same tarnc) >£t ova r a length into third whan breakng 
tw tfock over fences at Wetherby (2m 1 1) r December, but the drop back to this top may 
not aiL Eiraspray ended a fnjBtratng iun of second places by scoring at Hmtfogdon 
yesterday, wNb Madison Gouty became deappokiting cm fences last season and. 
after a good thrd to Cyfor Mato on No reappearance at SandcMm. was an early fate 
ax Cheltenham. Selection: JATM 

rs Ift] WELCOME BREAK GROUP HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) 
£2,000 added 3m Penalty Value £1 ,523 

SOB- mmBtRBCTORpi1)<lB)(n»VfcnfebmtferacriC Bncto9 B7jfcACfosiato{?) 

1SP4-1 LORD FfHJC (fC) (14) fCD) [Mrs H J Cbrta) 5 BrxSsfHw E E 7. Mr R Ford 5) 

301 FP MYNCM9S(lB)(D)[DENcftfc)DE»fchcfeBi2 7 Ife R Burton (7) B 

CF5P-1 AfffiY BURNETTB2) (D) (MssE ABamed) Mrs S Faster 9 B4 ilrCWSm(7) 

FP41-3 BUCKS DBJGfrf^) (D) (Mrs RfcfanJ Artfir) Ms A ArthJ B "G 4ilr H Brtobume S) 
2BM ENSUM EVfART (22) (D) (Mapr M W Sartfa) Ms J Scxey 7 G 4 Mr C Storey 


331-31 RUITASTIC FiaT(P2Q](Eq (Us R Madtness & Ms VRawni Us JWttto 6120.. _ 

F843/4 PMCKS Gat (1^(l4rsSM Shone) Ms SShomBCQ MrHtNMley(3) 

I1-4P2 FISCAL POLICY (P12)m (A R Thttr) A Tam B B G Jfr R Trotter [7] 

BIFP-3U PIN UP 80Y (PS) (D) a*s C M Brown) R hbonB 9 12 0 Mr C Stockton f7) 

It S6425 PMDEAtKPBWCEnaPIfMsCGOafosrrJMsCGoadnaonBEOJA-JUnfohBrdfT) 

C F6324> SAAH (USA) (14) (lbs Jen Wood) J Swrdafa 9 12 0 Met K Dtggle (7) 

13 P31-54 SHULSAOR(P12)(liEsPRtlcn)M£3PRIon fl GO. Hr C Mdtal (7) 

* -13 dedired- 

BETTM&: 13-6 Lord Bole, 4-1 Arely BumeB. 9-2 Bwlgn Ewart Ftehw Rector, 12-1 Bucte De- 


RgfiL IB-1 My NootlMa. 20-1 
war Lxxd Rale 


3.05 


W W LANGENBERGER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 
£7,000 added 3m Penalty Value £5,016 

3RM e R M “aoB 


SS — ItyS 

«5e EVBf S MK v'wtari'Ti flj£ j JoE 

IS jSSKl 

B VU33 SBTHf Z-' 

It 32TW MALAWI (730) (n)(BF)(WAB««BWBara 

bet™g:3-i &%'»«8aSSVSHSaSBB 

10-1 tfaUant Warrior, 1M Wt*P««9 a™*- 

’S^mm.« K «^^SSSSlSr 

twi hrn-r r°>y» «hte season tesf bme at Ludlow when fafatg by a 
EVEN BUIE ran Tttodt hBbwlra»»S Gats corrptemg a hat-Tnck-Thrawasasmart 
lengfo and a quarter to Bran Bfoa w as un- 

aHort and ha te tetported Kt he jumps wel and xhb www 

to mate the aar^Bren Slue finehedje- 

is ftaly tobrirjB hem (« Hgh 
Nnd Stater TKraza at Bangor and ^ bu, B expected to do mu* 

held at these wei ghts goes olt the same maifc as whan acor- 

better now Co% ® r ^J^!l B v ^^?^teio-porter Druhfa Brook score d &st time 

" MOBYiimffl FiMtyja 

an2P3 awoo CT tir^SSl H T it 2 -.GteyUw* 

SS rSSgfc:: --1SSS 


Rte. 25-1 odwre 

n 12 0 M R Ford 17) Mfal (S aooteB^ TI IS1 
FORM GUIDE 

LORD RELIC won this last year op good grand and can tolow up. even though he 
woUd prater it softer. The -G-yaar-dd made a wtnring return al Bangor (2m 41. good to 
soft) two weeks ago just having to be pushed out to score by 13 lengths, with Finch's 
Gem w on behind at fourth and Saaht puled up. and le ctearty m good heart. Andy Biar- 
nett a the danger, having spring something of a surprise when wfonng an Ns debut In 
this country at Kelso thu month Successful In two Irish pants, he had Buck's DeSght 
17 lengths back In third at Kabo with Ensign Ewart a further ten behrtd in fotnth and 
nscafPoHey piled up. ti may be that those beaten horses do batter now after the ruv 
but there is no obvious reason to suppose Andy Bimetl wi not agfan come out on top 
Ex-lrish Father Recur, worer ctf a Thurias novfca chase, was Are to on n the last at 
Ffontfogdon yesterday, whde My Nominee, successful at Ludfout Bangor and 
last season, has been ptted ifo both starts this term Selec t ion: LORD 

LEVY BOARD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,750 
added 2m Penalty Value £3,207 

41 AGHAWADCM GOLD (22) (D) [Thelvy Syntfcate) T 'feteB 11 9 flGmty 

20301 BALLADMM&TRELfinmiBEBnferiJFibGeaUeilB ? CSrtwry 

Q STAGE PASS (13) mjyC&actxryjGBflirwttS h 9 —Mr K R Otywi (71 

(USA)(8) (M Ejngrae) B Prases 7 11 4 J Mogtarf (7) 


5.10 


ppppo cajuscaugula 

0 COURSE DOCTOR («3) 


JdrBcr) G M Ifcxra 6 11 4 — — J 


CUseedye 
J. Harvey 


JL Dobbin 


□ANGBI0US GUEST (F9S3) (W E SU1) J CW G TI 4 . 

4- FCNBT BOY (R94)KH Maris (Bsrtuy)) MR Bosby 5114 — 

04 JAHBOBWAkA (SB (D E ffaTScrt G RdWWS 11 4 

OFO JUPTTHI PR0BE(1 3^ Robert WheyOneniRYfeiByCchsi 7 tl 4 WMareton 

S MISKYBAT pi) (M &ayCakn VLcdd^ jDMes WC)B|r) WCby 5 TI 4 Gthnasy 

OOOSn REGAL RAMBLSt (CAN) plO) (P L Lcal«) L BafTEd 7 ft 4 L Cummin* P) 

»C6 S^nNGtM)&toUooa}Jtfadce5-iU E Husband (3) 

F5 80KSN DB) pay BMay) A Beley 5 11 4 S Wynns 

00 YOUREAGOODUN(g)USLBTn«ni4DShHi01l4 R McGrath (3) 

■OOC22 ONESTOP (21) (Bf5(Ud«al Bremen) Mflames5 BO STbytar 


50 AMOTHBtMGHTH2l)g M M ft ritBBiip)PMwNiy4Ba 1 

4 cm2ENKANED7)(KmftKofflfak«09«wOOd4Be JAN 

32 SAN FRANCISCO QK) (CB^fi A tMtera 4 B8 1 


__APWCoy 
„„JLSSnBh 
ft ft.PffilM 


RFwtjo 

Mc Carty 

VBETUNSC9iE'0F3dn(RdaidGreen(RneRsirAigq))MRpe4B3 -.A PHeCny 
-iBdadBred- 

BETT1)f& 7-2 Stage Hm, 4-1 AghaweditB Gold, fe2BaltadlflnMreL 5-1 C8h*n Idea, felVnat- 
tan 5cm. 12-1 Oangaraue Gu**L 16-1 Saa Franctaoo, Jambo Bwwta, 25-1 RegN HMttt* Bo 
Kean, 33-1 oftere 

1987: Break 71w Ifofes 5 11 2 G p) 5-1 (U PW B Wi 

FORM GUIDE 

K3g0Pass.at3trsononth8RatriFr2ffice,matJeawlnr¥iBdBbutov8rhurtleBallJxJ- 

bw si December and ran urel it thid of 15 to Zarafaska a Newtxry last tma Some of 
the gloss has been taken oft that latest effort, wftn runner-up Bahamian Knight befog 

detested at 8-1 an at SedgefiekL but Stage Pass should ba thereabouts again. BALLAD 

minstrel fritted s« lengths in from of AghMMlda Gokl when they were inW and 

taurthtoFrentfoVfoiytwolccaseandaBtancainDecantiei.BdShharewonsInce.Ba)- 

laj Mnstrat puttrg behnd hm a poor Ascae rwt to beat Revo/t a neck at Nwastla 
That was a competitive race and he can folow 14). Aghawadda Gold Had KtUe to beatM 
Kebo fast tiro but he coJd do no more than score by an easy ZT lengths and w* pwt 
my sefocfxtn hard. Irish Flat winner CSttaen Kane shaped wl on hta first run over rea- 
dtes for direr Shemood al Vterwfch, fiNshfog totrti id El to Upgrade He wi Improva 


ttairetyn Scene, a C-furteng wirnar te UkteSfot: ia a recnit 16 nofo as to Dro|gr« 

Guest, who had useful Flat form rivee years ago Selection: BALLAD wNbtrb. 


Photogrpah: Dan Abraham 

with sdMoubi and he. along 
with the original author of the 
damaging piece. The Sporting 
Life \ associate editor. Alastair 
Down, were not abashed by the 
grandeur of the highest civil 
court in the land. They even 
managed to snatch the slipper 
out of the headmaster's hand, 
each firing back unexpectedly 
under fierce barrister attack. 

The bullets, arrows and mis- 
siles were flying around Court 


15 for almost a month, but the 
big bombs seem to have been re- 
served for the body racing as a 
whole. The sport is cloyingly 
close, a son of Wbltons on the 
turC with a sense of communi- 
ty no other sport possesses. 
This February, though, at the 
High Court, racing’s represen- 
tatives have looked more like the 
Borgias with dripping daggers. 

The most dramatic chapter 
cam e when Derek Thompson 
said that Kieren Fallon, the 
champion jockey, had told him 
m a Newmarket pub that be had 
puQed Top Cees. Thai was denied 
by Fallon, though the idea that 
the plug has been pulled on their 
relationship is not disputed. 

The Ramsdeos. plus friends, 
family and legal representa- 
tives expressed their relief by ne- 
gotiating the traffic on the 
Strand late yesterday afternoon 
and slipping into Daly's Wine 
Bar on Essex StreeL “We’ll 
have a glass or two of cham- 
pagne and a decent meal" Jack 
said, “the same as we’ve done 
for the last four weeks." 

When The Sporting Life 
team emerged they had the 
look of men who would not have 
been worried if they did not 
manage to negotiate the traffic 
at all “We fought a good fight 
and w*e got beat and there’s no 
point whingeing about it,” Alas- 
tair Down said. “It's not been 
a good day for press and pun- 
ters.” 

Tom Clarke, The Sporting 
Life ’s editor, added: “We think 
it is a sad day for raring, but we 
do not regret defending this ac- 
tion for one moment.” Certainly 
no apology then, but then sor- 
ry seems to be the hardest 
word. Cheating is certainly the 
most expensive one. 


HF ARD IN COURT 

■Hold the horse up for as tong as you can. so he can get 
the mPe [and] six.” Lynda Ramsden vereton of the 
Swaffham riding instructions to Kieren Fallon. 

“I thought the horse would win as well, but when l got in 

the paddock Jack told me to stop it Derek Thompson fe 

vereton of what FaJkxi told him in a pub that night 
•He’s a Bar,” Fallon on Thompson. 

-Is he allowed to call me a Bar?’ Thompsons question ito 
judge under cross examination from Patrick Mlmo QC tor 
toe Ramsdens and Fallon. 

•I am not a Bar.’ Mrs Ramsden. 

■By and large, they are a bunch of failed punters and 
tipsters, who seem to resent success.” Mrs Ramsden on 
the southern- based noblemen of the press room. 

That man sitting at the back - hefc a failed bookmaker 
and punter.’ Mrs Ramsden on Channel John 
McCririck. 

“He talks a lot" Mrs Ramsden again, on toe television 
role of McCririck. 

‘I don't like Mr [Jack] Ramsden much and I steer dear of 
him.” Jim McGrath, Channel 4 presenter. 

“I've been married to my wife for 20 years. I don't thffik 
my activities resemble some of those that Mr Havers has 
got up to for 20 years." Jack Ramsden on being 
compared to Nigel Havers and his eponymous role in The 
Charmer. 

“Mr [Mark] Winstanley [The Sporting Life's betting 
expert], hete got a good reputation hasn't he?" Richard 
Hartley, QC to the Mirror Group. “What as?" Jack 
Ramsden. 

‘I think Jack is a very dever man and I think on occasion 
he thinks he can outflank the authorities." Alastair Down, 
The Sporting Life associate editor, on Ramsden. 

"You know nothing about timing of racehorses You are 
taking absolute nonsense:” Mr Ramsden to Mr Hartley. 

“You know nothing" Mr Milmo to Raceform senior 
correspondent and racereader for 33 years, Alan Amies. 

"I have a terrible [disciplinary] record altogether, you 
could say probably the worst record of any jockey.’ 

Fallon. 


Kempton 


HYPERION 

2.10 Teeton Mill 2.45 Bassey 3.15 Far Dawn 
3.45 Nearly An Eye 4.20 MiUcroft Riviera (nb) 
4-50 Bigsound 


2 03BO* BAAGAPIM0U(USA) (41)GLUoare51l BSDuMOOdy 

3 22-2TO RUNAWAY PETE (USA) (20) (D)M Pipe 8 H B-TJItapty 

4 3U2FPP TBMESSEKMG (27) ARmBBO IfrSDuracfcP) 

3 P-53P3 TOUR LEADER (NZ) (1CM) R BueNer 9 B 0, G Hogan (3) 

- 5 declared - 

Msmwnwafgrr 7Q& TrvetmntScap i nig f ia ta n ncHM Xftg 9* tOb, four 
Leaner SsrSh 

BETTING: 15-8 Runty Pita, SF4 Bb Agapl Mon, 3-1 Far Own. 10-1 
Tsflosasae Kng. 1M Tour Laxter 


GOING: Good (watered). 

• RjgM-hand course PracDcafy flat. Run-fo of 200yds. 
•CotSW ta on A308 Ol Surtxry (Boeing Day only: Bus Mi tram 
Betmonfl Underground statev) KempSon Parti raforay Staton a&- 
)on course ADMISSION: Cfab ft Tattersafis EB fC to 25-yeer- 
0*03 £8); Sliver Bng £5. Accompanied chktren under-* free. 
CAR PARK: Marrfoers £2; remainder, free 
•LEADING TRA»ffi«:D Wchataon 21-82 (250*4 N Hanctaraon 
13-00 (lea*). K BaOay 12-54 (222%). R Alnar 11-39 (282%) 
•UAOW JOCKEYS: M A Rogmkf 22-S5 (ITWfe). H WUBsraon 
«83 (I93%L R Dunwoody 16-93 (102%) A P McCoy 9-71 (122%) 
•FAVOURITES: 128-3)4 (400%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Far Down (3151 


3.45 


MANOR NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 3m 

1 P-P3F4 D0UBLEACfflBfBBfrpg|AOBntntainBll5JIRichadi 

2 2K1-3 NEARLY AN EYE (107) (D) (BF) P Nchds7 D 5-TJLhrjty 

3 30C-2 TRISTRAM'S MAGE (7B) NHendaraon 7 n 5 JH A dzganikf 

4 504 B1AZ1NG BATMAN (41) Ms R Henderson 5 BB-ATTBnftn 

-4<tadmd- 

BETT1NG: 10-11 Trtaranrt tarogi. 04 NMriy An tya, 10-1 BtatygBta- 
raan, 2-10 Doidrli AcMmmant 


g -jQ j CORINTHIAN HUNTER CHASE (CLASS 


4.20 


£2,000 added 3m 


1 1771-1 TEETON MILL (20) (D) Its G Bafey 9t27_J*rB Pttedi (5) 

2 lFn,1 PONTABULA (P2IQ (D) H Manners 8 12 4 ..Mr AC-Jorws (7) 

3 3323U REPEAT THE DOSE (P77) S &wn T3 ED A* T McCarthy (5) 

4 1B.AJI RJGHTSflUFRED (P33) (□) lAte A N-Smh t) B 0 Jlr P BIN (7) 

5 U22B2 QUSETCONROBICE(t^p)(BF)Ktteley8ll9 

MrD AleraHtatey (7) 

-SdMtand- 

BETT1NG: 5-4 Teeton MU, 3-1 Rfohtaahtanf, 4-1 QuWConRdmB. 13-2 
ffotabtaB.8-1 Repeal TTmDom 


PORTLANE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
D) £6,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

400544 GREBBAQC (BEL) p4) (CD) PFkttff 711 B £ Maude 

■n-m TID®ROQK P8) K Balay a 11 9. N 


1P45P DSTVOIVE (27) (D) M UMnon 9 It 7 I 

43W-1 NOT MY LIE (22) W Cfaltwl B B 11 MrASMsme 

B-1U3 WLLCROFTBVraAfl2)RAh*7B9 AThantet 


2.45 


BEDFONT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£4,000 added 2m 5f 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

8 P-2112 (KftUAMBfTARlAN (71) T CoBf BB« .0 

7 3443*- CHAMB. PASTIME (372) (D) DEtaftel MBO.Cty Leab(3) 
-7dedtaad- 

bfotwm waigrt lOsi TnjohBnttcap»aigtSs:Chuml Pastime Bet 5b. 
BETTING: 2-1 TMBbnok, 8-1 Wteraa (Men, M Not My Line. 8-2 
BsnantariHi, 51 &eanhae*; 20-1 Usdncthn, 33-1 Charnel Puftoa 


1 41 BASSET (72) N Henderson 5 Bff MAI 

2 000 BROUGHTON BLAZE (17) Wtesscn 7 B 12 GBradey 

3 BQ23 KMSflSBnDGESCOT(114U9BV««arB7BCNVMnean 

4 0 PWCHA3ENNEH(2a)PHedgB5B12 -JRKemgh 

5 2AW 0UICKB0WLSMiflPRWea»6B-e._ AThontan 

5 00OT HACK ONflSfPHobbsB B7 JlrR Widger(7) 

7 60000' SCENT JAR (877) R anpson 8 fi 7 DGaBtyter 

-7<taeUred- 

BETTING: imo Bassey, lt-« Knightabrfdgs Scot, 51 BraagNoa 
Btaza. 12-1 Qii^ Boater, 25-1 Plnehatemei, Hade On, Seen! Jar 


4.50 


3.15 


SCOTTISH EOUfTABLE/JOCKEYS AS- 
SOCIATION HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 5f 
t -23000 FAR DAWN (USA) 00) l*s A Perttl 5 120 C 


KEMPTON PARK ‘NATIONAL HUNT 
NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 
added 2m 

1 43322 ANDANITQP9)(D)(BF) Lady Haros 7H0-. JtDumody 

2 5312 SGSOUND (09) MssVVWBrrsSII 0 NKUaraoi 

3 0 B(ME (STY (29) H CcteyldQBS 11 0 JRyan 

4 ro DiwNEflnHriiajJGfionisiio .OBunwin 

5 6300 METER OflPS p9) J Khg 7 11 0 MHcfttade 

6 O&OPO NCMIANDt DIKE (N3{22)C Men 6 no ILemnca 

7 34/ pennaips(usA)(nB)u<«Araontitto sunm 

8 2- PULKBnYf4BS)(BF) PMfofciacrftSTI O.JfrDMcPbOlfS) 

9 SUPER HAC P Hedger 5 11 0 JIAFTtynM 

O 00 WARWNQ BOARD (39) TM Jcvcs7 ti 0 DGaBsgtef 

-lOdadvod- 

BETTlNa- 11-10 Andanlto, 54 Hgeound. in DMuRIgftL 18-1 PiA- 
sriy, 2&-1 5iyiT M» C. 33-1 Bone t%. Ulster Ctiipa. Horaandy pufca, 
Wntaf^p*,. Wining BoBftf 


Champion 
display from 
I’m Supposin 


By John Cobb 


Southwell 


HYPERION 

2.20 Shamokin 2.55 Dandng Rio 3^5 Just Dis- 
sident 3-55 Ramho Waltzer 4.30 Heatoyards 
Sheik 5.00 Blooming Amazing 


GOING: Standard (Atewariier track) 

STALLS: Insfoa. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Nora. 

•Fbrasand surface; left-rend sharp, oval course 
•Course is 3m SE drown and 5m W of Newark. FfolestonJunc- 
nen adjofos come. ADMISSION: CUi 02; TMinrsals EE (GAP 
members of ctwsefe Diamond CMi Ea accompanied under- 18s 
free) CAR PARK: Free 

•LEADING TRAMERS: M Johnaton 46-2® (21%) S Bowrfog 
43044 (B5A4 J L Eyre 3S-W8 fKJ%) R HoMnahaad 3«71(a2^ 
•LEADMG JOCKEYS: J (Mm 33467 (53*) L Cftamoc* 3*334 
Dean McKaosm 27-310 (8.7%) F Lynch 23-174 (132fa) 
•FAVOURITES: 52T-WS6 (34B%) 

BLMOTRED FIR8TT1ME: My Handy Itan P20) Prate* Be &0Q. 


5 000-B KDMASEm (14) (CD) RManfoSSB TGMcLwabBnl 

fi WCCO SWUNG TIE pZ7) Lord rtirtngdoi 4 9 6 JMbm CocJ< (5) 

7 00003- BAIALBJR (123) (D) G Vtoodwaid 5 9 3 ,G Carters B 

8 DOTS MADMANS WAGE (8) <pU) (BF) M lj dnj0n393pB4-_ 

9 WOW HnAMwiBiMGM~(C^CWa^4B2CLNtyrOTl1 

B OCBM SWSTUATEflS) (CD) SBamfogSBIS — CTtanaetBBB 
11 MHO- KASS ALHAWA (34) D CTepman 5 7 ft _LCharwi9 


SETTING: 94 Sue Me. 4-1 Rode Anakertng, fe2 Hadmarfa Htage, 6-1 
JUH Dtaaidm, 16-1 KonaMpb. 12-1 BMataiA info Double, ShWin 
Time, 14-1 Decen Invader; 70-1 odiere 


3^5 


ASLOCKTON HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 7f 


2^0 


FARNSRELD APPRENTICE MAIDEN 
HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^)00 added 1m 

1 50006 HOURS IN SPORT (182) Dienofe 4 B0 AtfchofaB 

2 22202- LUCKY EGOTAA (98) A Canol 5 9 11 CScoddarB 

3 000-54 CAMBRIDGE BLUE (14) I Serrate 4 9 G PDotafaaSB 

4 -32620 C0NCERARAU(19SCVMamB4 95 DWBams7 

5 466010 mWAJOTBRSoMingesi PFmdMtdBl2 

6 05320- GADROON(128) P Hasfan 4 8 9.. — — P Goode ^1 

7 30062 PATMA (4) R HoAnsbead 4 8 B PMQufon(7)9 

8 QOO WLDCnY{USA)(M) RMerwi4 88 SFSgHonlS 

9 C&6CC MY HANDYMAN (28)DBwfar788 Jetty Benson 18 B 

B 58006 BEAU ROBERTO (tatyJ Gotta 4 86 J UcAuty(3)4 

11 500(06 HWERQCtFCLRSS!C(34)T JNau^Krt5fl7. 


V. 60448 ARRASAS LADY (^JRxSon 884' JFDMbll 

O 63603 SHAM0KM(1BPWN»ifiB3 Vfctarie Appleby 10 

N 4S06 HBHIS MAGIC (291) EAfefon583 — Mctarte Warden (71 14 
15 64300 TRENTAMB.pl) PDalcr4B3 PEMtayB 


5™«™W^DNdK*89l2Ataa« H M8 

WXB- KNOTTY HBJ. (Ill) (CO) RQagjsBBS SWhtyorihS 

53-m DAMS ROCK pg(D)ff)Mr4Bg -tferdn Dwyer 9 

«M5 EBII1CO(iq(q(D)U3NMKadey98llFMcCebaaiV 

»1D5 MR RARADSE pD) (D) R CcmM 4 8 9 WRW12 

22te3 HANNAHSUSHBI{14)(C) PFdgaBBSS G Carter 5 

-13230 PLEASURE TTBCK (18) (CD) Etacda7Bl.. .-.XtaTUdarB 

3fi0« ROYALE RNALE (13) R 5favin 4 8 1 TGUcLaugMktTB 

B333 SCAffHEBUffp)(D)K6utoS7B AMcCtaty(^4 

Maeauwi ntyr tat IMP Tnx frrxfcap waght Sca&etxiy 7V 7 fa 

^TuM&62 Rarafco WsBzta 61 Mr Paradke, 5-1 Hannah's Uclrai; 61 
M Kn °«Y wt 1M SeaBMaa* 12-1 

BenOcn.20-1 RoyetaFfoifo 

WELLOW SELUNG STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2^00 added 3YO 7f 

*«H1^9«CTpj)RHtyteed94JVMc(faty(R2 

*^ 33 . SLMPWOTOTPJKartaSA D Swaney (3) « V 

4 AKCTg W BtaBngail TSpcakaS 


....TO 


-AtMMenS 
.Kfen Tinklers 
7B 


2.55 


BETTBiG3-l Mty5-1 ConcarAnB, 61 Gerkoon, 7-1 SftKK«in,61 Ttus 
In Sport, 10-1 Lucky Begode. 12-1 Mna) Arrasaa Lady, 14-1 CotArfoge 
Bbe, BanAobatta, in Henr Go# CtaeMc, Rfous ttagkc 20-1 aHWB 


BEESTHORPE CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 3YO 1m 4f 

B211 QANQftG R>0 (T7) (C) P ftasfem 9 0 — C LomOwOTS 

2 00005 cane COMFORT pi) PHadtan 8 B. i.Cftamack3 

3 50653 UIDERE (7) J Hefoatn 8 7 -Merita Dwyer 5 

4 05600 CWCASHAN (48) SMetarBS JQubui4V 

5 02463 KATCSCRACKBIfn) MQAn82 AWbetanl 

6 0406 trakhdr ( 7) R HcHnsrieed 7 B JBamfflU 

-6 decUrad- 

BETT1RG: 8-11 Dancing Hto, 114 Cattle Comfort, 94 XatUe Crw*et 
14-1 Ludere, 161 Daketac 26-1 Cbtaa Shan 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
B 

BETTwa im HaatyntaSMMOMO Brnilea Own, 4-1 Ahema, 6-1 
Sky Mmtata. 161 SSm Prior; 13-1 Nouvm Ctwvet, 14-1 Essnpped, 
20-1 OBWk 


03040 ES70PPB) (7) M Own B 11 
5 HAGPB(18)NlMfaBH 

6066 SHRAAP) MPtytaaaBII ■ v 

64003 SKY H0UNIABI (4) S Qpanro 8 If C7hague(B9 

*54ffl BUNMESQim(U)JLtfa(beO RWtttBt 

N0UVEAUCHEVALJJtattB86- .GBMnll 

0 TCEPOHLAGB) (4) jWtaifonB8 LCfarnaekB 

-10 ' ‘ 


5.00 


3.25 


FARNDON HANDICAP (CLASS E> 

£4,ooo added 6f 

1 43-318 (BCE'S DOUBLE (20) (D) Ms N Ucafoy 4 9 12- 

P McCabe (3)4 V 

2 321-32 AJSrDSSaSfflTfl^ (D)(BF) RMadarSBB— WRyanl 

] MS" agHE CS|(COPItefa68a AleaGwnlO 

4 68054 DBSTTlNYADS? pz) (C) (D) OCTnpmm 797_ACUfar»7 


EAST STOKE HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
24,000 added 1m 4f 

1 BB06 HOHlHERNMQTTD(JlQ(D) JGdde59BOG3TOa(315 

\ ^ BUDGWIG AMAZING (28) JLEjra4fl8 JCfetonSV 

? fJ®®®|t®4W(C0)PF)EhcBafl98—KtaiTtaliIarl0 

i S ®U®UVT(711) (C) (D) S Cambldga 7 8 E ACiM»7 

5 3ft® DOUBLE aSfPflB) (O^ (BF) J Beaal BSTIMarfti Dwyr6 

® AHratW(C)DNdieta5B9 FNcnanlB 

l ™ CAROL A3AM (4) (CD) N Byodl 6 87 (Ba^ Jfiityi2 

6 WOT4 TBB>EI»CG(4)(CO) DCfa|nHiEB6 PF«S8y(^4 

9 3S0-3 CABCHA«SaUE(11)(QTJtefllOjiB8«_.TSptakaB 
B /D600 PRAISE BE (ffl) (42) DCfGfXiBi87B XCfWDOCttSB 

-lOdactand- 

^i^wtagttrtarJlELTfae/a^wBotefttyaeTsefa 
pE nWO; 6 4 BtanBUng Aaaefog. Double Echo, >a Carol AgMn, 
6-lHctor t, 7-1 Northern HeOn. 8-1 Aretah, 1 0-1 Cabdnrgs Btaa, 261 
Ttenpeflog, 25-1 cOnra 


IN A YEAR in which impres- 
sive rehearsals for the Cham- 
pion Hurdle have been thin on 
the ground, Tm Supposing 19- 
length win in the Kingwell Hur- 
dle at Win canton yesterday was 
as dramatic as^they come. 

Certainly many punters 
thought that the gelding's easy 
victory over Master Beveled 
represented Champion form 
and the post-race 14-1 offered 
by William Hill for Cheltenham 
was soon snapped up. I’m Sup- 
posin is now 10-1 for the Cham- 
pion with that firm after starting 
the day at 33-1. 

“We had our ground and we 
had a real gallop as he needed 
a race like that to put him spot 
on for the Champion Hurdle,” 
his trainer, Richard Rowe, said. 
“He’s a galloper and could 
have gone round again.” 

Strong Promise failed his 
Gold Cup test when outstayed 
by Go Ballistic in the Jim Fbrd 
Chase- Geoff Hubbard's geld- 
ing, attempting three miles for 
the first time, was still moving 
sweetly in the straight but fal- 
tered after jumping two out and 
had nothing left as Go Ballis- 

RJCHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Bunnies Own 
(Southwell 430) 

NB: Dulcet Mount 

(HaydOck 2 , 00 ) 

tic and 1b ny Dobbin powered 
away to score by eight lengths. 

“He is stUl on course for the 
Gold Cup as that's all he's in at 
Cheltenham,” Hubbard’s as- 
sistant, Chris Kinane, said. “I 
would like to think we will see 
him better there.” 

Norman Williamson, his 
rider, said: “It took him five 
runs last term to get on top and 
I am sure he will improve for 
today. I might be wrong but I 
am happy to be on him at Chel- 
tenham.” 

Strong Promise is now 25-1 
from 12-1 with William Hill for 
the Gold Cup while the John 
O’Shea-trained Go B allist ic, 
last year’s Cheltenham fourth, 
is 25-1 from 50-1. 

# Whiter S win burn rode his 
first winner since returning 
from his 10 month break from 
raring at Nad al Sheba, in 
Dubai last night. The three- 
times Derby-winning jockey 
had a dream ride on Ragsak 
Jam eel who strode away for a 
runaway six-length victory in a 
one and a half mile handicap. 
Swinbum said: “Its unbelievable 
to have such a great ride on only 
my second mount back All I 
can say is that I am delighted”. 

Results, page 28 
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European Indoor Athletics 

Edwards back in 
the form to 
make new mark 


Triple jumper returns to the countfy where his assault on the 
world record began. Simon Turnbull reports from Valencia 


i: Britain’s best hopes of winning gold nest 


IT WAS in Spain three jtars aga 
that Jonathan Edwards first 
hopped, stepped and jumped 
into the world record books. The 
scoreboard in the Estadio Javier 
Sotomayor in Salamanca 
flashed up the distance 17.98m 
and the be aming Briton was 
greeted by MDce Powell, the man 
who consigned Bob Beamon's 
long jump to history, with the 
words: “Welcome to the dub.” 

Edwards returned to Spain 
last night with the intention of 
taking out another subscription 
to the world record breakers’ 
dub. The outdoor triple jump 
record re mains In his name; a 
month after his trip to Salamanca 
he improved it to first 18.16m, 
then 1829m, at the 1995 World 
Championships in Gothenburg. 
Now the spring-heeled 
Gateshead Harrier wants the in- 
door mark to complete a match- 
ing set of membership cards. 

The indications are that he 
will get it here in Spain’s third 
city in the 25th European Indoor 
Championships, which open 

this morning and n»n until Sun- 
day. Having jumped 17.64m 
while suffering the after effects 
of flu to claim Keith Connor's 
antique British indoor best in 
Bir mingham a fortni gh t ago, Ed- 
wards would appear to be with- 
in range of the 17.83m ALiecer 
Urrutia of Cuba achieved in Sin- 
delfingen 11 months ago. 

“The world record certain- 
ly isn't an unrealistic proposi- 
tion,” he said. “Hopefully I'm 
in 17.80m or 17.90m shape. I 
surprise myself with how far 1 
jumped in Birmingham. It's 
given me a lot of confidence for 
this weekend.” 


Four to follow 


JUDY OAKES 

The three teenagers in the Great 
Britan team - hlghimpera Susan 
Jones and Ben Challenger and 
sprinter Dwan Chambers - were al 
babes yet to celebrate their first 
birthdays when the veteran shot- 
putter took the bronze medal tithe 
1979 Championships In Vienna. 
Now 40, the Croydon Harrier wins 
her 80th British vest hera 
THERESIA K1ESL 
The top-ranked entrant far the 
womens 1500 metres, the Austri- 


If be achieved the landmark 
indoor distance of 18m it would 
be a strong indication that, at 31 
and after two years of frustrat- 
ed ambition, Edwards’ best days 
may still lie ahead of him. Those 
who have pointed to his ground- 
breaking 1995 season as a fad- 
ing peak have ignored the fact 
that his last-round jump at tbe At- 
lanta Olympics would probably 
have improved his world record 
- had he not strayed fractional- 
ly over the take-off board - and 
that his silver medal perfor- 
mance at tbe World Champi- 
onships in Athens last summer 
came after six weeks out of ao- 
tion with an injured heeL 
Edwards goes into the qual- 
ifying rounds tonight 40cm 
ahead of his closest rival on cur- 
rent form, Denis Kapustin of 
Russia. He is also the most like- 
ly Briton to strike Spanish gold 
in the Luis Puig Palacio de los 
Deport es but by no means the 
only spariding prospect 
After two summers of silver- 
linings, in Atlanta and in Athens, 
the British team could return to 
the gold standard with a 
vengeance here in the city fa- 
mously wrested from the Moore 
by El CSd and conquered by Ger- 
ry Armstrong, with his winning 
goal for Northern Ireland a gairw 
the hosts, in the 1982 Warkl Cup. 

Jones spoke yesterday about 
the potential dawning of “a 
new gplden era” and it is entirety 
possible that the five gold 
medals won by the British team 
in the 1994 championships in 
Paris could be matched by the 
1998 squad. Like Edwards, Ju- 
lian Golding (in the 200m) and 
Solomon Wariso (in tbe 400m) 


an competes under afamiy ckxid. 
Her bodybulder husband, Manfred, 
with whom she runs a gym in Linz, 
was last month charged with the 
possession of legal dugs Anabofic 
steroids and human growth hor- 
mone was fateid in a fridge at the 
Kiesls’ home in Tram 
STELLA JONGMANS 
Championship races are free from 
rabbits of the pace-making variety 
but the field for the womenb 800m 
happens to Include this fanner 
Btnny Git Ranked fourth h Euope 


lead the rankings m their events, 
1 whfleTbny Jarre tt (in the 60m 
hurdles) and Ashia Hansen (in 
the women’s triple jump) are 
also potential golden shots. 

The last two European In- 
door Championships held in 
Spain featured international 
breakthroughs by two British all- 
time greats and the gifted Gold- 
ing stands to make his mark in 
the steps of Sebastian Cbe, 20- 
year-old winner of the 800m ti- 
tle in San Sebastian in 1977, and 
Linford Christie, surprise 200m 
champion, in Madrid in 1986. 

Tbe strength the 23-year-old 
Blackhead] Harrier has gained 
from following the advice of 
Eraidde Fredericks- to train “like 
a 400tn runner” — has been evid- 
ent in the powerful surges that 
have taken him to impressive 
200m wins in the AAA Cham- 
pionships, the Bupa Games and 
tbe Gaz de Ranee meeting in 
L&vin on successive Sundays. 
The Golding boy starts as the 
man to beat in the 200m here. 

So, in the 400m, does 
Wariso, whose last European 
challenge ended before it had 
even started. The Haringey 
sprinter was sent home from tbe 
outdoor championships in 
Helsinki four years ago when it 
was discovered he had been in- 
advertently powered by the 
banned stimulant ephedrine, 
derived from a herbal tonic 
given to him by team-mates. 

Yesterday, Wariso drew 
strength from a different source 
as he spoke of his new career 
as a reluctant but thus far suc- 
cessful 400m runner. The doo- 
dle left behind on his notepad 
was the Superman sign. 


this winter, the 26-year-old Dutch 
women earns her Irving as a run- 
ner these days She Is. spon- 

sored by Rayboy. 

GRIT BREUR 

Twice banned for contravening 
anfrdopng nies, the German 400m 
rimer is stS chasing international 
gold Her oridnal suspension, for 
tampering with a urme sample, 
was overturned by the German fed- 
eration. And since serving athree- 

Jias retumecMi? the top of the 
European rankings. 



with the elevated and the eccentric 

Wariso looks 
at home in 
alien dimension 

Adam Szreter enters the weird world of 

the British sprinter Solomon Wanso 


Solomon Wariso, science-fiction writer and video maker Photograph: Robert Hal lam 


IF THE art of becoming a star 
is believing that you are. then 
Solomon Wariso does not nave 
far to go. Only time will tell 
whether it is as an athlete, or a 

writer, or any other vocation tins 

immensely likeable and obvi- 
ously talented Londoner choos- 
es to pursue. But if it is to be 
as a sprinter then, at 31, Wfcriso 
knows time is running out. 

After two minutes’ conver- 
sation with ^&ri» you would be 

ready to believe anything. He 

tallrc like he runs— cAtremefy fast. 

Bom in Portsmouth of Niger- 
ian parenB— his father was in the 
Navy -the family moved to Lon- 
don in 1971. A late developer, 
Wariso's first brush with fame 
was of the notorious variety 
when he was sent home from tbe 
1994 European Championships 
after traces of ephedrine were 
detected in his body. He bad 
been given what he probably 
thought was a harmless stimu- 
lant called Up Your Gas, al- 
though Wariso with upped gas 
is a frightening thought. Un- 
derstandably, perhaps, he is now 
reluctant to discuss it “That's all 
anyone asks me about, and I'm 
not talking about it,” he said. 

Four years later, after re- 
covering from the mental dam- 
age of his three-month ban as 
well as various injuries, Wuiso 
has come almost full circle. “In 
’96 1 was walking around with 
a big lump sticking out of my 
groin,” he kindly explained. “1 
think I was training too heavy* 
phis I had a hernia operation in 
'92 and the scar tissue had 
hardened. It was jagged and I 
was on painkillers all the time. 

“Then I had an Achilles 
problem and I dropped a 20-kilo 
weight on my big toe in train- 
ing and crushed it, so I took last 
year off, just dossing and stuff, 
writing and making a video 
with a friend about scooters." 
The writing he refers to extends 
to a burgeoning career as a free- 
lance journalist and he has 
even written a film script called 
Sweet Dreams of Escape. 

“It’s a sci-fi film.” he said. 
“The guys I was working with 
thought I was on arid because 
they think all my ideas are a bit 
weird, which is true. It’s set on 
an alternative earth in another 
dimension in 1998 but they're 


about 500 years ^ of 

'njey'roonMais.onthem^ 
there's abig tunnel that connects 
America to Britain, a race 

^BritBfageneticallyOTgraeeffid 

soperhumans created ty 
Government, like Tnternation- 
S- The world’s getting 
ripped apart and IVe got to go 
to other dimensions to^fight 
aliens. That’s it basically. 

Bade in the establishment 

wodd, a tunnel under the Atlantic 
■would suit Wariso just fine now 

as much of his Lottery grant K 
spent on travelling to America to 

train under Nigeria’s Common- 
wealth 400 metres record hold- 
er, Innocent Egbunike. Wariso 
himself has switched to the 
longer sprint so far this season 
with outrageous success, running 

the year's best time at bis veiy first 

attempt. But although be lines up 
in the 400m hears at tbe Euro- 
pean Indoor Championships in 
Valencia today, and should be 
among the favourites for Sun- 
day’s final, he has not com- 
pletely forsaken the 200. 

‘Teople say IVe given up the 
200, but I haven’t” he insisted. 
“I know Fm good enough to be 
British No 1 in the 200 and in 
the top two or three in the 400. 
But remember I'm 31, and when 
you do the 400 metres year in 
year out your body's going to 
break down. As I’ve come into 
it relatively late. I’ve had a few 
years off with injuries and when 
\ couldn't really be bothered, I 
should still be quite fresh.” 

He would like to attempt 
both events at this year's Euro- 
pean Championships in Bu- 
dapest. k la Michael Johnson, but 
the schedule prevents it so be in- 
tends to run one in Budapest and 
the other at the Commonwealth 
Games in Malaysia. But what 
makes him think he will find the 
kind of sustained motivation he 
has often lacked in the past? 

“I’m getting married this 
year,’’ he replies, finding a pho- 
tograph of his Australian fiancee 
Vicki. “She doesn’t want to 
have a slacker on her hands. IVe 
been a slacker too long, know 
what I mean?” It is hard for arty- 
one to know exactly what 
Wariso means, but you get tbe 
impression he means well. 
Whether he means business is 
another matter. 


Racing results 


WINCANTON 

2-OS: 1. COOL GUNNER {A P McCoy) 
0-2: 2. Zabadl 3-1 : 3. Marstock 8-1 9 ran. 
5-4 fov Mandys Mamino (puled up) */•. a 
(J Kna Swindon). Tot* QUO; E15Q £130 
£150k . OR £1180. CSF; E238a Trio: CO 30. 

SL35: 1. GO BALLISTIC ( A Dofatwi) 9-1; 
2. Strong Premise 1-2 lav; 3. EudpeSKt 
6 ran. & dht (J CTSheo, Srafad Upon Ann). 
TW* DSO; EZ5Q £130 DF: £3X1 CSR £090 
3.10: 1. I’M SUPPOSW (R Dunwoody) 
4-i; a Master Beveled s-t; a WahBn 
SwhM few. 7 ran. 10 'h. (R Ro we. Stor- 
GUO: E2JO £29(1 OF: £1000 

X40: 1.CAPEN1NRAY IA Dottxi) 5-2 fav. 
2. Mr Strong Gale n -4; 3> Koo's Promise 
40-t 7 ran. ‘fc. */■• U Kina Swindon). Tate: 
E2B0; £160 £230 DR cSo CSF; CST7. Tri- 
cast £18791 Mfc RedeemyouraeK 

4.15: 1. BENATOM (P Holey) 5-6 few; 2. 
Afon Ahven 10-1 ; 3. Lenango 20- 1 18 m 
0 1 Vt to EbwortO WWtoornbe). Tbm C17D; 
£130 £240 £540 OF: 04*1 CSF: 0040 
Tno: cs&ga 

•Ufc 1. SUPERMICK (A P McCoy) 4-1; 
2. Storm Tiger 9-4 tar 3. Mystic Hffl 7-1 11 
Pipe. V**BtonTJbte £330; 
Cl50£lBa£22ODF:£S^lCa=:eia3lTn- 
cast £5961 Trio" £830 TO Gtowng Path. 

530j1. ESTATE AGENT (LQyrvrns] 94 
few; 2. Shagreen 90 3. Tola Cota 33-t 16 
tt (P Mchofc. Sheplon Malet). Tbte: 
£300 CtBQ £140 £U30 DR £890 CSF: 
£1150 Tno: £9450 
Jackpot £4190890 

Ptacepofc EZ78Q Quadpot E890 
Place 8: £3139 Place 5: ST78& 

HUNTINGDON 

-Mat 1- NORMAN LA (O Burrows) B-l; 
2. Keutech Boy -&-1: 3. Claire's Dancer 
*4-1; 4, Knock Sea tt- 1 19mn.5£favSev- 
1 Vj. 17- (Mae S Edwards, PUboraurtl 
Tote: £2*80: £470 £420 £290 E440DR 
CS F=- £36241 Tneasfc £3*0738. 
Trfo:W9090; 0*8400 carried tarward to Hay- 
dock 335 today. NR: Ntfcjst 

21K1.SAMM0RHJJ3fC Llewelyn) 114 
fee 2. Nocstdibn 7-1 : 3. Neaof Ti-Z 6 ran. 
17r. 3* (N TwtsfcnOaw*. Cheltenham) TotK 
£130; £180. £220 £120 DR £1430 CSF: 
£2148 Incase £3280 Trio: £3501 
ZSk 1. THE FRENCH FURZE (J Low 
or) :-3fer;2. Green Rower -B-i ; 3. MMy 
Cay 7-2.8 ran. 15. 5. (M Pipe: VWngon) 
Tbte£M0;£l4O£2S0L£tXlDF: E7DCLCSF: 
£828 NR Thahb Trio: £870 

325: 1. rCTHBBY SAD (R SlfM &1 ; 
2. Just Bruce 9-1 ; 3. Who’s To Say H-l 7 
rea fl'S far Eton Bay (M). 1!i2. (P Beau- 
mont Ekardsbyi Tote: £800: E1SI, £280. 
DF: 0870 CSF: ES13B. TMcasC £6880* Mt 
Not My Lna 


4.00: 1. KATHRYfCSPET (P Nwm 
Wont- 
3‘A. (MrsMRev- 


far 2. Mustang Scatty 8-1; 3. 
cootatotbut &2. 20 imv 3, 


F: £1880 CSF: £2142 Trio: £1670 
430: 1. El RESPRAY (Rfchard GuasQ 
Evens; 2 . Smw Ford 10-1 ;& Lftsnlng Con- 
ductor 10-tl taw: 4 ran. 18 10 (Mrs S Smttv 
Bngtoy). TMk £200 DR £350 CSR £04& 
80tt 1. FATRB1 RECTOR (Mr ACostel- 
b) 94 fav; 2. WHd fusion tl-fl; 3. Spuff- 
ington 13-2. 6 ran. £ 21 (C Brooks; 
LawbounA. ToAk 1230. £120, £180 OP. 
£280 CSF: £327. 

Ptacepofc £80010 Quadpot: £2440 
Place 6: £44088. Place 5: £7020 
LING FI ELD 

1 -53S 1. MOJJORS (A Daly) 94 far, 2. 

Sn Spouae 10-1 : 3. Rtpsnortar 7-1 8 ran. 

9 pit HeeiDrvBfc^ 'M k £ 280; £120 £39Q 
£170 DF: £1030 CSF: £1390 Tricast 
£5080 

22& 1. BON GUEST (P Doe) 7-2; Z 
EueatoRutb91;3.CMngrehgook92taK 
6 ran. SWld. 8 (Mas 8 Sanded. Tbta: £800; 
£220 £130 £140 OF: £1410 CSF: £1381 
3-00: i. CORSBCAN (P Doe) 12-1; Z. 
Cadge 4-1; 3. WBhout Friends 13-8 lav. 8 
ran. H 1V<. ffl Dow) TMk CM 40; £280 £130 
EtIO DF: £2050 CSF: £5234 THcaat 
£10987 

&3S 1. MASTER CASTER (K Fatal) 
Evens fer; 2. Feel Free 9-1 ; 3. Zada 92. 9 

ran. 6 O (D LodeOToto: £190; CUO £180 

£120 DF: £990 CSF: EBSOTrio: £1430 NR: 

Make BeSova. Nanogin 

4.10: 1. MARY CORNWALUS (Dab 
Gbsor^ 4-1; 2. DouMe Oacar tl.10 bv; 3. 
Hafl Tfena 9-2 5 ran. Vs 4. (R Cowef) Tcta: 
£*80; £140 £150 DF: Pgnn CSF: £782 
4.40: 1. PHILOSOPHIC (A McCarthy) B- 
i: Z Staled And Seated 8-1 :a Broughtons 
Rcm«*94fei 10 ran. 3*6. (MsL Jew- 

eL ) TWk £ 1040; £210, £270 £190 . DF: 

^O CSF: £5683. Tricast: £14460 Trio: 

5.10: 1. JUST LOUI (D Sweeney) 3-1 ; 2 

Jrfc (K SiriBl fcte C33Q; £Z4Q £150 £Z3Q 
CFjmaOC^CttiaTHcaBCSWTTO Trio: 
£1700 ret: McrranSaqua 
Ptacapot £371 Quadpot E2.U 
Pbce tk £363 Place 3: roan 

#THE FRENCH FURZE 

earned himself a 20-1 quote with 
Will i a m Hill for the T rium ph 
Hurdle with a facile -win in the 
Chatteris Fen Hurdle at Hunt- 
ingdon yesterdav. 


TKt. 


INDEPENDENT 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


KEMPTON 


HAYDOCK 


1 SOUTHWELL 973 983 


971 


972 


981 


982 


ALL COURSES RESULTS 

0891 261 970 




TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


THE number of months' aus- 
that two French foot- 
i must serve after testfen 
Bitive tor st ar okla. Vincent 
ii6rln of Paris St-Gormain end 
DomnquaAutoagaoflbulouse 
had protested agaist their b»is, 
arriomcxd last year, but their ap- 
peals were rejected yesterday. 


Cumbria’s Rangers put on a brave face 


TWO quiet towns in Cumbria 
will be quieter still this Sunday 
afternoon, with part of their pop- 
ulations and much of their 
attention over the hills and far 
away. 

The Rangers of EUenbor- 
ough and the Rangers of ^re- 
mom will be doing what no two 
amateur tides have ever done 
simultaneously - competing 
against the big boys in the last 16 
of the Silk Cut Challenge Cup. 

The two very different clubs 
have few illusions about what 
lies ahead at Hull and Sheffield 
respectively. There are no 
extravagant promises, just a 
determination to make sure 
that a glorious adventure does 
not end in humiliation. 

For a dub that has domi- 
nated what is still called tbe 
Cumberland League. Ellen- 
borough prove surprisingly dif- 
ficult to find, party because they 
are not based in EUenborough, 
a village tagged on to the old 
eoalhaibour of Maryport, at alL 

The first two people con- 
sulted in EUenborough - or 
Hbta, as it is always pronounced 
and often written - deny all 
knowledge of the dub. A third 
reveals that it is over the other 
side of the railway tracks, op- 
posite Maryport’s Spa super- 
market and BP garage, “with a 
big wa’ round it". 

That is just about what 
Elienborough Rangers have to 
their name: a pilch with a wa' 
round it - not theirs but rent- 
ed - and a working men’s club 
half a mile away where they get 
changed. That and a team that 
has knocked two professional 
dubs, Bramley and Huntiei, out 
of tbe Challenge Cup. 

Their player-coach, Gary 
Murdock, makes his way to the 
Milltofts ground to meet us and 

flags down a couple of other 


Dave Hadfield tracks down Elienborough and Egremont, two 
amateur clubs making history in rugby league's Challenge Cup 


players on the way, for a bit of 
moral support 

He has seen professional 
rugby league, if not at the very 
top, then about as elevated as 
it gets in Cumbria, having played 
for White have u, Carlisle and 
Workington before returning 
to his homo-town amateur dub. 

“In a lot of ways, Elienbor- 
ough is more professionally 
run. This might look pretty 
basic but tbe players want for 
nothing.” he says. 

“Being realistic about it, we 
aren’t going to win at Hull. It’s 
about getting some more mon- 
ey in the bank and maybe get- 
ting a ground of our own. But, 
having said that, we don’t want 
to go there and let anyone 
down, least of all ourselves.’' 

Sunday is all about not show- 
ing up themselves or their area. 

Maiyport, with 11,000 people, 
supports three rugby league 
dubs and more on its outskirts. 


“VfeVe had over 3,000 on this 
field,” says Murdock. “Six orsev- 
en deep all round the touchline 
and loads too tight to pay their 
quid watching over the wa’.” 

Many of EUenborough's 
players are in the building trade, 
kept buty by the restoration of 
a harbour that used to ship coal 
and iron rails all over the world. 
Theirs is still the traditional 
rhythm of rugby league lifer fin- 
ish work, go to training. But 
EUenborough have nowbere of 
their own to train on winter 
nights, relying on a dimly flood- 
lit rectangle of shale at the 
nearby Maiyport club. 

After seeing the unpromising 
circumstances from which one 
set of Rangers have fashioned 
their success, Egremont, down 
(he coast, look like the Brisbane 
Broncos by comparison. 

Egremont might be home to 
the Wbrld Guming Champi- 
onships, but - like Maiyport, to 


be fair - it hardly presents an 
ugly face to the world- What is 
more, you can hardly miss its 
rugby ground as you arrive, 
sandwiched between feU and by- 
pass. with its lighting pylons and 
tiny grandstand. 

Egremont have been here 
since 1900 and, for much of that 
time, there has been a Reid in- 
volved. Jackie Reid MBE 
played his first game for them 
in 1949, before? spending 10 
years with Whitehaven and 
going on to manage Great 
Britain at amateur leveL 

His son, Paul, is now secre- 
tary and his grandson, Mark, 
plays for the under-eights, one 
of nine teams Egremont run. 
They arc an organisation with 
deeper roots than Elienbor- 
ough - “They do a lot of poach- 
ing,” says Jackie darkly - with 
their own ground and a dub- 
house which bcUcs its history as 
a Methodist chapel by being just 



Family affair: Egremont Rangers’ Jackie and Paul Reid Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 


about the most luxurious place 
to drink in the town. 

Unlike EUenborough, whose 
set-up prevents them applying, 
Egremont are pillars of the 
National Conference, the top 
level of the amateur game, 
whose credentials they en- 
hanced by beating Workington 
18-0 in the last round. 

“It wasn't really considered 
a surprise round here,” says 
Jackie. “We expected to win. 
although not by so many." 

At one time, a club like 
Egremont could expect to lose 
all its best young players to its 
professional neighbours. “But 
now they've got no money,” says 
IfauL “They're offering them 
£2,000 to £3,000 over three or 
four years and they think ‘Whv 
bother?’." 

The result is that Egremont 
have a side studded with ex-pro- 
fessionals and players who, in 
different circumstances, would 

have moved across by now. 

'Hieir attitude to that trip is 
similar to EUenborough’s. 
"They've got a very strong side 
and youVe got to be realistic," 
says Paul. He and his dad have 
their eyes on a stretch of mead- 
ow alongside their pitch which 
could be turned into an all- 
weather training area and both 
have hopes their Cup run will 

yield a m^OT sponsor for the dubL 
Mosl of all, they do not want 
to leave the coachloads of sup- 
porters from the gurning capi- 
tal of the world with longfaoes 

EUenborough have a differ- 
ent problem. “We can’t find any 

tosses*” says Murdock. “They’re 
all booked up for that hum 
demo m London.” 

The two Rangers have al- 
ready hunted for bigger prey. If 
they get home on Sunday night 
without a mauling, it will have 
b een a successful foray. 


Acton man to 
make debut 
for Broncos 

By Dave Hadfield 

THE London Broncos will 
unveil the latest of their home- 
grown players in Sunday’s Silk 
Cut Challenge Cup match 
against Halifax. 

Dominic Peters, a teenager 
from Acton who can play in the 
pack or on the wing, is in the 
squad for the tie at The Stoop. 
He has played for tbe dub's higb- 
ty successful under-19 side and 
becomes another English addi- 
tion to what is still a largely Aus- 
fralian roster. One of those 
imports, the former Perth half- 
back, Damien Chapman, makes 

his competitive debut. 

The administration of Super 
League alsotookonanAus- 
hueyesterday, wifo thear. 

nval of Ian Robson to take up the 

role of marketing and public af- 

fensdmxtor. Rotsonhasthe 

detraction of occupy™ 

high-profile jobs in three coui 

toes witfam a few months. He was 
^f’^cWefatecufivEof 
the Auckland W a[T i ots unta 

forced out midway through last 

season and was then head of the 

operation for Super 
L^gue in Australia. ^ 

“What we will do with Super 
League EuropeBwhatwetiS 
to achieve with Super League in 
“ t0 on the best 
^ week out, 
and make n so good that every- 
pne wanfa to read about it Jd 
hear about it,” he said. 

Doc Murray, the former 


establish him**. 
season, has joi 
tty® On loan, h 

fllfil/inn I— ■ 


r T ^ e . Ca f lleford ufflity player 
Grant Anderson, has completed 
his move to Himsfet^^ 






F r au ^ 

arrests 



^ ifi ■ ■ , (i 
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Richardson wins 
acclaim despite 
loss to Goellner 


Tennis 


By John Roberts 

ANDREW RJCHARDSON 
grew in stature yesterday, which 
is rather frightening consider- 
ing he was 6ft Tin to begin with. 
The 23-year-old left-hander 
from Peterborough was near io 
advancing to his first ATP Tour 
quarter-final untD be misjudged 
a forehand drive and was finally 
bamboozled by a net cord. 

Although not as dose to de- 
feating Marc-Kevin Goellner as 
Greg Rusedski, who held two 
match points against the Ger- 
man before losing the night be- 
fore, Richardson’s performance 
was one of the the highlights of 
the week from a British 'stand- 
point, second only to Tim Hen- 
man’s win against Richard 
Krajicek. 

Ranked No 3 in Britain and 
No 145 in the world, Richard- 
son has been good value for the 
wild card which gained him 
entry to the inaugural Guardian 
Direct Cup in Battersea Park. 
While fortunate to catch Marc 
Rosset on an off day in the first 
round (the Swiss retired ill 
when trailing 6-3, 2rl ), Richard- 
son impressed with the quality 
of his serving and shot-making 
yesterday. 

Having lost, 6-4, 6-7, 7-5. he 
will now return to the Satellite 
and Challenger circuit to pre- 
pare for a call to join Ruseds- 
ki and Tim Henman for 
Britain's Davis Cup tie against 
Ukraine in Newcastle on 3 to 5 
April. 

“Flex", as Richardson is 
known to his fellow Brils in iron- 


ic allusion in a lanky physique, 
had his serve broken in the 
opening game but was then 
encouraged by the No 6B- 
ranked Gocllner's propensity 
for double-faults. Richardson 
scored only one point off his 
own bat in the second game, the 
German double-faulting four 
times io beckon his opponent 
into the contest. 

Goellner s service errors 
cost him 13 points in total, but 
Richardson's misplaced fore- 
hand in the concluding game 
proved to he the crucial shot af- 
ter the players had entertained 
the crowd for more than an 
hour and 50 minutes. 

Sensing his opportunity to 
push to the match into a second 
tie-break, having won the first, 
7-4. Richardson pounced ea- 
gerly on to a service return at 
5-6. 30-30. In his anxiety to kill 
the point, he drove the ball over 
the baseline. “1 just took my eye 
off the ball.” he said. 

Goellner. presented with the 
match point, mimaged to put his 
racket on Richardson's final 
serve. The return dipped the net 
cord, and Richardsun, scram- 
bling to retrieve, dumped the 
ball in the net. 

Richardson, although dis- 
appointed with the finish, look 
heart from the experience he 
had gained. The spectators 
were delighted to see another 
Briton capable of competing at 
this level of the game and were 
left with warm memories of two 
of his shots that had thrilled 
them, a spectacular running 
forehand winner and a reflex re- 
turn conjured from behind his 
hack. 


Gocllner’s win at least as- 
sured the promoters of a British 
resident in the last eighL Bom 
in Rio to a German diplomat, 
the 27-year-old lived in Tel 
Aviv. Sydney, and Recife, 
Brazil, before moving to his fa- 
therland. He moved to Hemel 
Hempstead four years ago. “I 
like England, and 1 thought I 
would have some peace and qui- 
et hare,” he said. 

Media pressure quickly 
mounted in Germany after 
Goellner won his firsL title in 
Nice in 1993. defeating Ivan 
Lendl and Stefan Edherg. “I 
shot up like a rocket, and the 
press didn't give me any lime." 
he said. Gocllner's nickname, 
“Baby Boom Boom", under- 
lines his point. 

Sadly, leading players con- 
tinued to leave the arena. Petr 
Korda, the lop seed, lost a chance 
to challenge Pete Sampras' po- 
sition as the world No 1 after los- 
ing to Cedric Pioline. last year’s 
Wimbledon finalist, 6-3, 6-3. 

There were no cartwheels or 
scissor- kicks from Korda on 
this occasion. He packed his 
bags and hooked a flight to 
Prague, where he will have 
treatment for a back injury. “TU 
visit Dr Pavel Kolar as soon as 
I get back." Korda said. “He 
looks after the Davis Cup team 
and has just got back from 
Nagano with the hockey team. 

I hope he’s not too drunk after 
the Czech victoiy.” 

Pat Rafter is still with us. 
The Australian No 2 seed will 
play South Africa’s Wayne Fer- 
reira in the quarter-finals, hav- 
ing beaten Sweden's Magnus 
Gustafcson. 6-3, 7-6. 



Britain's Andrew Richardson plays a backhand during his three-set defeat by Marc-Kevin 
Goellner, of Germany, in the Guardian Direct Cup in Battersea yesterday Photograph: PA 


Ballesteros’ just deserts in the desert 




Andy Farrell 

reports from Dubai 

CALL the Emirates course 
what you want - Greg Norman 
prefers “diamonds in the 
rough" although an “oasis in the 
desert” seems more appropri- 
ate - this is a miraculous place 
made reality only by the addi- 
tion of a milli on gallons of 
water every night. 

As unnatural a phenomenon 
as the fairways here are, how- 
ever, the fact that Seve Balles- 
teros was playing from most of 
them counts as an even bigger 
miracle. 

Id recent years, the only 
way it seemed possible to geL 


Ballesteros to drive straight was 
for all the trees and long grass 
to be planted down the middle. 

But the Spaniard's hard 
work over the winter months 
paid off in the first round of the 
Dubai Desert Classic yester- 
day. A round of 6S. four under 
par, saw only three tee shots 
miss the fairway, and those 
only by the narrowest of 
margins. 

This, of course, created oth- 
er problems. Ballesteros’s only 
dropped shot came at the sec- 
ond hole, after bitting the fair- 
way. His second shot was 
pushed into a bunker, from 
where he failed to get up and 
down. “I’m not used to playing 
from the fairway," he joked. 

“1 had a sand wedge shot, the 


easiest and simplest shot w 
golf, and I pushed it. If 1 was in 
the rough, I'm sure 1 would hove 
made the green. But other than 
that I was pretty steady and felt 
comfortable." 

Ballesteros, who missed 23 
out of 20 cuts last year, was two 
strokes behind the Swedish 
leader. Robert Karisson, bat two 
strokes ahead of the five-times 
European No 1, Colin Mont- 
gomerie. 

One of the Spaniard's play- 
ing partners was his country- 
man, fgnacio Garrido. “It was 
nice to watch Seve in good 
shape again," Garrido said. 
“He has improved quite a lot 
"from last year." 

This would not be difficult, 
as Seve admitted himself. “I’m 


pretty sure it will be a betteryear 
than last year." 

Garrido shared second 
place, on five under, with An- 
drew Coltart - who has had an 
impressive winter in Australia 
where he is leading the order of 
merit - and two Australians of 
contrasting reputations, Nor- 
man and Stephen Allan. 

In 13 rounds here. Norman, 
twice a runner-up in the event, 
is 50 under par. 

The Shark feels at home 
partly because the greens are as 
swift as he is used to Down 
Under. 

“They get firm and crusty so 
I know what to expect," he said. 
“On the flat, these greens are 
probably quicker than those at 
Augusta." 


Azhar has a field day to put 
Pakistan in promising position 


Cricket 


AZHAR MAHMOOD scored 
a century to help Pakistan to a 
first innings total of 259 on the 
first day of the second Test 
against South Africa in Durban 
yesterday. The 22-year-old all- 
rounder hit 132. He is in scin- 
tillating form after scoring 138 
in the first lest and 11] against 
Free Slate last weekend. 

For good measure he also 
held a diving catch at gully to re- 
move Gary Kirsten for nought 
as the hosts reached 23 for 1 by 
the dose. His acrobatics brought 
the 19-year-old debutant Fazl- 
e-Akbar his first victim with only 
his sixth ball in Test cricket. 


Soilfi Africa men roes 
PAKISTAN - First Innings 

Snood Anwar tw b Dennis 43 

*Aarm Sohafl c Boucher ti Pdtadc 17 

tax Ahmed c do VBets b Pofcc* — 2 

htokammul WsoJm c Kaos b Donald .12 

VbuEuf YSuhanac Boucher b Donald..—. 5 

tMoai Khan c Donald b do vaiers 25 

Azhar Matvnood b Donald _132 

Mushtaq Aimed c KaEs b Ktuearar 2 

Waqar Vftswc Hudson b Donald B 

Shew* Akhtar c Boucher b Wusener 6 

FaaJ-o-Akbar not out ... ... .0 

Extra* (2b. Ilx 4ntn 2wj — a 

Tbt*l — 259 

Frik 1-35. 2-37, 3-70, 4-82, SBft 6-127. 7-VC. 

B-ea »23a 

Bowfew Donald H2-4-7B-S fiwj; De VISere 
»5»-l flnb, IwJ; PdBdcV S-& 55-2 flnb); 
KLeaner 18-067 2 Oob) 

SOUTH AFRICA - First kmtngn 

A U Bacher not ou> _..V» 

G Kfcoanc Azhar b Fazt-e-Akbar 0 

J H Kals not out 7 

Extras (nBZ) — 2 

TbM (tori)—. 23 

Fait 1-23. 

1b bah H D Ackerman AC Hudson, *W J 
Oonja S U Polock. tMV Boucher. L Kkaener, 
P Sda Vifters. A A Donald. 

Bowling; Wsqaf'fciir*) 3-0- 17-0 (nb-3; FazaL 
e-Aldjar 2-0-3- 1: Shoato Aktifar i -0-3-0 
Umjiraa: M J Kitchen (Eng) and D L OrchanJ 


Palace offer 
share deal to 
lure Venables 


Football 


By Mark Bradley 


MARK GOLDBERG, the 
businessman who is to be Crys- 
tal palace’s new owner, is tc of- 
fer the former England coach 
Terry Venables a huge financial 
incentive to join the club. 

Goldberg believes the for- 
mer England coach is the only 
person who can save Palace 
from relegation and turn them 
into a force in Europe. Venables 
will be offered the chance to re- 
turn to the club be managed 
from 1976 to 1980 in the role of 
coach when the two men meet 
on Monday. 

Although Venables is barred 
from becoming a company 
director after a Department of 
Trade and Industry inquiry into 
his financial dealings, Gold- 
berg will offer him the bait of 
a share option scheme that 
could be worth millions if bis 
plans to float the club on the 
Slock Exchange go ahead in five 
years’ time. 

Goldberg has also moved io 
refute reports in the Italian 
press that the Sene A club Ju- 
vemus are not planning to take 
up a JO per-cent stake in Palace. 
Juventus do not currently own 


any Palace shares - a move 
which is prohibited under Ital- 
ian law - but they are instead 
set to reinvest the manage- 
ment fee they will charge the 
club for providing their techni- 
cal expertise over the next four 
years to secure the stake. 

Brian Horton has been 
named as the new manager of 
Brighton and Hove Albion, fol- 
lowing the dismissal of Sieve 
Grin. The 49-year-old Horton, 
a former Brighton player, has 
had spells in charge of Hud- 
dersfield, Hull Oxford United 
and Manchester City. 

Don Hutchison has com- 
pleted his £lro transfer from 
Sheffield United to Everlon. 
The defender Jon O'Connor 
moves in the opposite direction. 
Leeds have concluded the 
£1.5m signing of the Rapid 
Vie nna defender, Martin Hiden. 

Gordon Durie, the Rangers 
forward who collapsed during 
Tuesday's match against Kil- 
marnock, is still in hospital and 
will be out of action for at least 
a month. 

The Rugby Football Union 
last night rejected a Football As- 
sociation request to stage top 
football games at Twickenham 
while Wembley is being rebuilt 
after the 1999 FA Cup finaL 


Tow Law take a 
road well travelled 


Non-League notebook 


By Rupert Metcalf 


TOW LAW TOWN wfl] know 
the way to Suffolk for tomor- 
row’s FA Carlsberg Vase quar- 
ter-final at Sudbury Wanderers 
- they earned their place in the 
last eight with a victoiy In the 
last round at Sudbury Town, 
whose ground is less than a m2e 
from Wanderers’ home. 

Like most dubs who make 
progress in the Vase, Tow Law 
have plenty of experience in 
their side - which indudes a 
player who has appeared in the 
European Cup as well as the 
Football League. Paul Hague, 
a centre-half formerly with 
Gillingham and Leyton Orient, 
played for Cork Gly against 
Cwmbran and Galatasaray in 
the 1993/94 European Cup. 

Tow Law can also boast one 
very famous former player: 
Chris ftbddle, whom they sold 
to Newcastle for £1,000 in 1 980. 

Only two sides in the last 
eight tomorrow have reached 
Wembley in the Vase, and both 
are from the Screwfix Direct 
Western League: Tiverton 


Town, who travel to Lincoln- 
shire to take on Spalding, and 
Taunton, who entertain the 
Cornish side Porthleven. In the 
other tie, Kidsgrove Athletic are 
at home to Potters Bar Town. 

The England semi-profes- 
sional side play their first in- 
ternational of the season oq 
Tuesday when they take on the 
Netherlands at Crawley Town’s 
Broadfield stadium. They have 
a new manager John Owens, 
the former Altrincham player 
who has been in charge of Eng- 
land's Under-15 team f of the 
last three years. 

Owens' first squad contains 
only three players who faced the 
Dutch last season: the Hednes- 
ford goalkeeper Scott Cooksey 
and two midfielders: Rusbden's 
Garry Butterworth and Steve 
Waiters of Northwich. Another 
Hednesford player to be called 
up is Andy Comyo. the veteran 
former Aston Villa, Derby and 
Plymouth centre-half. 

ENGLAND SEMI-PROFESSIONAL SQUAD 
IFftandy v tha Nattwtanda, Tuesday. Craw- 
teypwnFC): Cookaoy (HednesJcrcfl Stew- 
■rt (Sautfiport}: Hooper nCnBstonionl Banks 
(Owtarhaml Smith (SBuenaga) Ryan (Souh- 
porlj. Dmraey (WtokfagX Cofflyn (HednssfenlL 
Bractehaw (Haifa*). Buttwworth (Rushdeni 
Hawed* (CheOerfiam), Paths (Stevenage), 
MMtera (Nortfawtehl. Watkins (CheHerhamV 
(froyeon IHemloraj, H outflow (Halifax). 


Sporting Digest 


N CHAMPIONSHIP Qua Hiving 
round: Group C (Mlnakk Befcuus 
I 60 Group D fSpJR): Croatia 72 


basketball 

UROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP Quad 

■ud-Rnal round: r 

5 England ( 
hhuanoM 

HA: Boston HI Sacramento 9$; Ctovetond 106 
snoouver lOi ; Chart*® 38 Detroit W.Otoxto 
30 Date 79; La Lakers 96 todana BB: Rew- 
ind 06 CftcsQO Ui; Aitarta T12 Denver 88; 
a CWpers ilTmtectefaWa 06 

(owls 

HOLISM WOMEN’S INDOOR CHAMPL 

HBHB^(Hopton-on^*a,QroatlJwinoiahJ 
loote*, VstrSund: C Astt™ .-Frvr****™! W 
IfcPhoraon (Aron Matey: ' 

|(VfcyVdey.Si * 


/JfeNorwich)tt7 Jones M""* 
~ — 321-13. Quarta»*WlK«Jf 

•«; W bt Eiteon 2l-n; C«x*son « Langdon 

21-13; Shorter K Kamp 21 -B 

Cricket 


tea agreed to became Derbyshire's 
overseas player this summer. 


SECOND TEST (Auckland, second day) 
Zkmtiotmm won cm 
ZIMBABWE - First Innings 

G J Oemo < Pore** U OcxA - — £ 

G W Fkw« c Parore b Dou« .O 

MWGoOCiwricYWfig 0 • - 

•ADR Ginouol c AsW t> DoiA 

tA Ftowet c McMfen D Nap ® 

GJWtttWc'faU^&Nart'..-- - ‘-■I 

H H Streak c Rwnfng 0 Nasft - 

P A Strang net out— • • 

ARwmtiBf DwoCarns J* 

M Moangwa t> Cam 

Extras (3t> ibrtib} - - -8 

WY|W.|| - _ - 1 rll 

FtaH: 1-0 2-32 3-S3 *-54 5-55 6 BB 7-157 8-166 

3, Naso ts-Ki-3; vwxm 2-0-r&-0. Asiln s-i-tt- 

0: Priasl 1-<MU 

NEW ZEALAND - F** lnnlllB» 

B A TtnirtB b Streak - 

M J Fkxvw rot out - ” 

TA C Paiore c A Rower b Ubenawo .- J 

-S P Ftanng not out — — 

TtHat (for^ — W 

AalfaCP MOMa n CL_Cajma, D J 
PteSv II W FVies. O L Wttod. S B DoJL 
HowOb Streak IKJ-17-1 , Mbanflw M-2T-1 . G 
WrtSlti -M: Strang 2-0-WT. A WHIM 3^ 

(Aus) and D B Qwia (NZk 
Austraia colapsed to a TO- wic ket de- 
feat io Bombay in the opening match 
of their Indan lour yesterday The 


tourists, traing by i06 runs on tha first 
frmingB, ware Samtesed for T35 In less 
than 42 overs. Bombay knocked off 
the requrod 31 rins easty 

TOUK MATCH (Bombay. Anal day of throe): 
AWUrafa as far a dec (U J Star 96. R T Rnrann 
53) and IK (Q 3 Btewett 50); Bontom 4C tarl 
dec (5 n tmSAar anna. A Pagnta 50) and 31 
(O’ 0 Bombay mn by ID wScwxa. 

( of tout- Port 
rejKCWb#- 

sols vi9m m w nemw s vFfae r 

onhernTXaraaBTIi 


London: Nortnem Thera 
B61 vBtxdK 


fkxS(RF 


Cycling 

TOUR OF VALENCIA Saecnd t 

C*lpatolkH*nMda1MkSgaa):1 L 

(Den) CitEkio Str 48min Msec: 2 H Dfaz Zabata 
rap) ONCE; 3 U ZanaUhta (So] ONCE; 4 P 
Cnereax-fFrlCaino; 5 S Gonzatez (Sp) Kates, 
G F Simon (pi Gan id aame Oma-, 7 M Goraa 

(h) Conifcia +2&SK; S D Garcfa r * 

J L Arrlefa ®>) Banestn; 

BanasB al at OvaraK 1 
3*9ec; S Hamburoer; 3 Gonzalez: 4 Diaz ZebaJa; 
5 ZenaMtiQ; 8 Stikxi al aft; 7 GerxF +SSbbc. 
B Uancabo: B R Potto (IQ Saoco; 10 Anleta M 
art 

TOUR OELANGKAWl (MaMa) Unth slaga 
{Sliah Alaai): 1 M (taaaaio (fa Scdgn»Gaanw 
Ste 4nxn 3kMC 2 R Gaogfai OmaWiAi: 3 L Oaf 
SdWGaaiTia, 4 R Hr*w (SA1; 5 P Ussch 
(S-%d am *ne Own* 1 A Tut Map+Oto- 
N; 2 F Bodrto«z (US); 3 N Ambstxt (SwoJ: 4 
8 GuUbaok (Danl: S G ISssa^ia (fa 


Jha SNOW REPORTS 


Ski Hotline 

Latest snow and weather reporrs 
from 2DO+- resorts In Europe and 
North America. 

VWce reports 0091 333 HO + code 
Fax reports 0897 S00 08S + code 

For a fijfl R« of all" ski codes by 

voice or fax dial 0990 «0W3 

Ski Snapshot 

Ar a gbnee to snow condittons at 

over 200 resorrs world-wide 

0897 500 MH 

in association with 

ewstel 

|,| i, IVUliK - b 


around the resorts 
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Calls to 


| numbed 50p/mlnj "ta 08975 numbers fl/min at all times. Helpline 0990 133 345 


Football 

West Bromwich Atoton have released 
thair Scottish Under-8t intBrnartonai 

^TMon^^wcek-to^nek contract 
since the start of the season but did 
not make a first-team appearance. 
England will play Germany In a 
womens World Cup qualflar at MUwaB 
on 8 March. Germany, the European 


for the 1999 finals In the I 
but England wil draw level on prints 
If they win. 

Notts County have mealed ttietr [ 
keeper Mhe Po*tt - fust three i . 
after aSowing Hm to join Sunderland 
on loan Rofirtt is stanefing by to 
deputtse tor Darren Ward, who Irfjred 
an elbow in Tuesday's win over 
Swansea. 

Romania have promoted Victor Pftur- 
ca. their Under-21 coach, to the po- 
sition of nationaJ team coach. 

South Africa* captain, Lucas Radebe 
of Leeds, wll be allowed to play in to- 
morrows African Nations' Cup final 
against Egypt h Ouagadougou, Burk- 
ina Faso Reports that he had been 
booked twice n the tournament have 
been rebutted by the organisers. 
TRANSFER: TbnyThorpBfitawd) Lufexi id R4 
ham caocumo pus ometanoe money), Gor- 
ard MdMwn to Si Jofretona 

LOAN TRANSFER: Bny Colton (loraaidl 
uanctwater Ctty to PtyiTioutti (one month); 
Mefcy Cotean (goatteaper) Chelase to FteKlng 
(one monoq: Grant Brataoar (mklfletdor) Men- 
dwstM Untied to Hbarnfan (one mortfa 


Today's fixtures 


Football 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
THIRD DIVISION 

Coldiaater v Peterborough (7-40) 

UHLSPORTUNrTB3 COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Pramtor Dhdaion: Bucktogham Town v 
Hofasach (7A^. 

KARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
IRELAND Premier DMskxi: BoJwnSans v 
Shamrock Rowrs (74Q. 


FA CUP SUlHiuttf ftxtura ctuvrQ— • Sun 8 
March Aisenat v Wm Han (30) (fira on /Tfa; 
NawcasHs v Bwnstey (SOI (too anSkyTfl. 
FACABIJWlPBHMBlSHPPaxfaoratlBW te tv 
rn Sal 7 March: Arsenal v Darty, BfacMwn v 
Bamctoy, oyssai Palace ■ West Ham; Leicester 
vNstfoaafa Re-arranged match: Mon lAprfc 
□ta d b um y tfa nc t ia sto Utd (trotn 4 April) 
KATKMWDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE PoalpODBd 
iPBWwe: Bat7 Itath; lektetaoupi v Wttm. 
AVON IHSUItANCE COMBINATION Firet DL 
vision: Luton 0 Queeris Part Rangers CL 
WHRteBDATS LATE RESULTS: FA Cup Mh- 
rotmd mptay. Btabdxm 1 WBal-tam 1 (asc Wtat 
man won 5-1 on penatotj- 

Gotf 

DUBAI DESERT CLASSIC (EminttM Ckttl) 
LeatSng flrst-fouid acona (GB or lit unless 
stated): 66 R Karhson (S'*** 87 1 Gantdo (Sol 
A Conart 3 Norman (Au9L fi Alan (Aufa SB 0 
ctaital P Plica. B Baksttnn (Spl I Wooenam. 


JcftareaSn (Swel JM OtarabeJ 


(SML R Irtrtz (Ntthi A Hurntt 70 D Roben- 
son. S O oBoititav. C Marraxnoda. W Darts. P 
Hsugsrad (Nor), G teand Ji^ A Cauora (Argi 

^S c p v w^ sanj *^ 


Hockey 

Engtancfs men gakiad a woricnanite 
2-1 win against Malaysia yesterday In 
their final warm-ip for jhe six nations 

irwtta5x>n icixrarTkjnt, whscti begins in 

Kuala Lurrvxjr tomorrow. Jason Lee 
and Russel Garda were on target 

FRIENDLY (Kuala Lunpi*): Maleyda 1 England 
L 

Ice hockey 

MC: Buttato 2 texito 2 (M: -ttnipa Bay 4 Wnh- 
ington 3; Denali 1 Loe Angeles i (at): New j*r- 


Cncket 

FOURTH TEST (Rrw day. Modes Sunday 
plavk West fades w England &Oj fitthe Sour- 
dAGeofaBCnwi. Guyana) 

Other sports 

BOWLS: EngSsti Wbnwn's Indoor NHUonal 
Ctienuonehlps (Vtemouth) 

SNOOKBb Lhwpad VUotfaCtarty Chelange 

Super Bertas M (tfatflelfa 
TS0US: Gusrdan CNrea Cup (Boaraee Part. 
London) 


sey 3 Ftorxtt a Wtsttugn fi Montreal 2. Dotes 
4; NY btanckn 1; Edrrottxi 5 Ottawa 2; Col- 
orado 4 ntoam 2: Wvtcouver 5 Anaheim 2. 

Rugby League 
WSdnes V3cngs wifl be without their 
winger Roy Utheriand tor Sundayls Sflt 
Cut Chalenge Cup fifth-round home 
tie against the Super League club Sal- 
ford Reds. uthBriand could be out for 
two months after breaking an arm h 
last righto Afcnce defeat at Hunstet 
Hawks. 

Oldham have received special per- 
rrisslon from the Rugby I-aaoun ntew 
London Broncos ki a 
at Boundary Parka week on! 

St Helens are to play their home a> 
per League fixture against Warrington 
on 28 Apr! at AnfleU after the success 
of a mash there against Castlefoiti last 


Rugby Union 




... 7 March): I 

wood (Gehwgfanfa R Handetaon (WtapSL D 
Htekta (SI Marcs CgtegaL D Htmmhrra (Uxv 
tten hsro. M McCaS (London MsSTc McGuto- 

toafa R W— LU (SaracensL Forwoda: P Oo- 
hew (Vbotq Munsffirt. D Corinry (Bristol). R 
Corrigan (Graysonest K Dawson (London 
Hshl M Gzhny (Shannon). P Johns (Sssarfa 
E MHIer (Lttctateri R Nasdtee (Nematdfa M 
OTCaty (London rah). N PoppMweS (Neweaa- 
m P VfaUaca (Saracens), A Ward (Boh- 
nanlncnL K Wood (Hariaquns) 
teELAND Aft Franca A, CUntpac • MarcM: 

K (ienatafi (St MarvX CoSaael: J MoWeanay (St 


- J (DupenranfE Hthrew 

dr (Baht G LaaSa (Duri 
• ICfantarf) 

WEDMSDfaTS LATE RSUU» ChP Matoh- 

Sailing 


mier to Mari 3 Cheswe Rateu tuS) *«7; 4 
L wwaBon rt«™r (Nor) 

371 ; BIT Education (Sen) asaa (tattrodTs* 
Cut ( 08 ) 10539 . 

Snooker 

UyBWOOL IflCIORIA CHARITY CHALLENGE 
toy) Flrct round: 3 Dairts (Ena) fat N BorsJ 
1 * 4 ; J ^nwt (&w) tx L Whfer mil) B-O; 
i (Eng) bt T Drago (Maltaj 

Swimming 

WORLD CtJP SHOfTFCOURSE MEET) NO 
XPJS* BHftB-tc 


Ulirt6(»»j4:M 

(Ch) 4; 1299; 3 S CDBts (GB) 4:038. 

Table tennis 

QATAR OPEN (Doha) totematlonri Wonan'a 
CtoHmne: krfa3 Engbnd (G Sdmertz and L 


ParKLorv 



Tennis 



(Ftos) MM 7-6; pSt^S 

. , 26-4, 

WT A TOU R JUna. Aut) Singlea. Rrat round: 
A KumteM pbJWSpSkWib (AuQ 5-7 8-4 7-8 



Sew* rounifc D yar Roo« lB^ bt A Gerei 

29 7* 7-S: S Farina (It) tot K 

■» B^: 1 Mfad (Croe) M M 

S5SS'«' 7i% L 1 Bay ™ d (USlb,M 


«« &sa> 

&T 1 Maleeowe | 


Sbv 


LTA WOMEN’S TOURNAMENT 

^oa, fnt round: S KkSaal (Get) bt H 

G Martha (Sp)btTGartxn 
— IB) MNUanUmun (Ff) fra 
(D«) fa K Cross (GB) 6-4 6-3; E 
g 

_97-e M Second 
Garfah (fa 7-6 fr-3: □ 
MM L La- 


Zaito 


J W M SrirtaBit. 
I fa L AH (GB) 7-8 


B-l 

6-4, A Or tuna 


R sandu (Ratio 8-2 7-8 J Pufti (GB) fa 
gLorf (Ft) MM M: J Ward (GB) bt A Janes 
E Naa* fr«) fa N Fabar (Bel) 4* 
M 7-6; E tfaartova (Ufa) fa a Otxtoa (Japan) 

IH DV 



Henry Blofeld’s 
West Indies 
Update 

For the latest news, 
views and regular up- 
dates call 
Henry Blofeld’s 
cricket line on: 

0930 563 597 

CAo»a:<fr ppnlnnicalJllbinia. 
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Champion jockey wins libel case 


Racing 


By Greg Wood 


KEREN FALLON, the cham- 
pion Flat jockey, the trainer 
Lynda Ramsden and her hus- 
band Jack yesterday won their 
19-day libel action against The 
Sporting £J/l? over an article that 
accused them of “cheating”. 

A jury at the High Court in 
London awarded damages of 
£70,000 to Fallon, £75,000 to 
Lynda Ramsden and £50,000 to 
Jack Ramsden. With costs, the 
bill for The Sporting Life is ex- 
pected to reach £700,000. 


Channel 4 yesterday, said;' *1 was 
very disappointed with the 
judge's summing up when he 
said to the jury that they should 

hester Cup by five lengths. In a majority verdict of 10 totwo. teen made that some people think we art this action for |®g 

m ~. . i” !— u ^ er J? e Th^ were unanimous, howev admitted “pnfling” Tbp Cees at a scapegoat but I had a lot of liars and .cheats". H^ffloment.” _ . ‘ 


The plaintiffs had sued over 
an article in The Life on 11 May 
1995, the day after Tbp Cees, 
trained by Lynda Ramsden and 
ridden by Fallon, had won the 
(tester Cup by five lengths. In 
a 

headline “Contempt Bor The 
Punter" written by Alastair 
Down, the newspaper’s associ- 
ate editor, it was alleged that the 
Ramsdens and Fhlloti had teen 
“cheating” when the same horee 
finished fifth at Newmarket 
three weeks earlier. - 

Yesterday, the jury decided 

unanim ously that the words 

complained of were neither 


. substantially true nor fair com- 
ment in the case of Mrs Rams- 
den. They returned the m m e 
v ®nhct in- respect of both Mr 


The most dramatic moment 
in the trial was the evidence giw 
en by Derek Thompson, the 
Channel 4 racing presenter. 
He told the court that during a 


punters, he said, “can follow 
our horses in the safe knowl- 
edge that they are trying." 
Lynda Ramsden said that 

she had been “horrified to think 


pointed” by the resnit^The 
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FA anger 
at ticket 
share for 
France 98 


Football 


er; that fte accusation had teen 
published without malice. 

Jack Ramsden said after- 
wards tiaat “When we set out on 


re- 


ally surprised if anyone ever 
came to a court of law and said 

Lynda was a liar and a cheat 
Wve been proved right because 


12-0 verdict on all counts. 


Newmarket Fallon described calls from top owners, trainers 
Thompson's story as a “lie" and jockeys offering support and 
when he returned to the stand. I am very thankful to them.” 

Jack Ramsden added: “The 
suggestion has always been that 
we are cocking a snook at the 
Jockey Club and I feel that in 
this case we’ve been on Cbe same 
side. They might not like to 
think of us as ted partners but 
I felt we were on the same side."- 


Jack Ramsden said: “What 
he did to come in at the 11 th 
hour like that and tell that sto- 
ry was utterly contemptible. 
Every jockey may feel extremely 
doubtful about talking to Mr 
Thompson and 1 endorse that” 
Thompson, working for 


Atherton 
may bow 
to El Nino 
effect 


Cricket 


Derek Pringle 

reports from Georgetown, Guyana 

THERE was a solar eclipse 
here yesterday but it did not 
obscure the fact Chateau islikeiy 
to play an important part in to- 
day’s Test match. But if most 
eyes were looking upwards for 
a glimpse of the unusual, those 
peering down at the parched 
Bourda pitch saw a for rarer 
sight in this part of the world - 
a surface that appears to favour 
spin over pace. 

England, despite the desic- 
cated conditions, are not yet 
entirely committed to playing 
two fipnt-line spinners. With 
Mark Ramprakash replacing 
John Crawley to bat at No 6 and 
Mark Butcher sited at No 3, the 
batting places are settled. 
Indeed, only one berth remains 
unresolved and Michael Ather- 
ton, set to captain his 50th 
Test, will have another look at 
the bone dry pitch this morning 
before choosing between the 
off-spin of Robert Croft and the 
pace of either Dean Headley or 
Andy Caddick. 

Asked if the pitch was a lot 
drier than the one here four 
years ago, Atherton replied: 
“Everywhere’® a lot drier. Last 
time we had a lot of rain before 
the match" - rain that local 
sources are saying has been pre- 
vented from falling for the last 
six months by the El Nino effect 
4,000 miles west of here in the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Yet if El Nino is providing 


the right conditions, historical- 
ly, the policy of playing two spe- 
cialist spinners has not worked 
well for England in the 
Caribbean. Apart from the vic- 
tory at Port of Sjpain in 1974 
where England played three 
spinners (incidentally, the last 
time England won a series 
here) the last three occasions - 
the first Tfest in 1981 and the sec- 
ond and third of the 1986 tour 
- all resulted in heavy losses. 

Atherton, despite his degree 
in history, prefers lateral to 
chronological thinking, how- 
ever, citing Australia and India’s 
recent use of a two pacemen 
and two spinner lest attack. 
“There are plenty of prece- 
dents, but the conditions have 
to be right,” the England cap- 
tain said yesterday. 

Certainly, going into an 
important Tfest with two pace 
bowlers is not for the faint- 
hearted, and the pitch will need 
to turn sooner rather than lat- 
er, and not go low, if the ploy 
is not to backfire. Yet Atherton 
is adamant that it is an option 
rather than a gamble, despite 
the srnall boundaries and fast 
outfield of the Bourda. 

“We have seamers who can 
bowl long spells and two spin- 
ners who bowled well together 
in tandem during the game 
against Guyana," claimed 
Atherton “They just have to be 
prepared for a fair bit of work." 

Fitness, under their consul- 
tant Dean Riddle, will certain- 
ly play a role. But if those like 
Croft, who have not teen play- 
ing much, will benefit from the 



Kidology: Mike Atherton takes part in a gameof *Kwik Cricket* at an orphanage in Georgetown, Guyana, ahead of todayk Test Photograph: Allsport 


extra training, a workhorse like 
Angus Fraser knows an enor- 
mous workload lies ahead, de- 
spite the supposed support 
offered by Ramprakash’s off- 
spin and Butcher's medium 
pace. 

For Ramprakash, the dis- 
appointments of being over- 
looked at the start of the tour 
have vanished in the space of a 
single mnrnff v With John Craw- 
ley out of touch, Ramprakash 
knew a decent score in the last 
match might secure him the Tfest 
place he last filled at The Oval 
in August 

“It’s happened very quickly,” 
said the Middlesex captain, 
whose 77 against Guyana, a su- 


perbly crafted innings on a 
turning pitch, helped win him 
the nod. “I deliberately didn’t 
want to build up my hopes too 
much in that match. In fact I feel 
very relaxed and I want to con- 
tinue in that vein," he added. 

RSmprakash later admitted 
be had discussed his tendency 
to “tighten up" during Tfests with 
the team's sports psychologist, 
Stephen Bull 

“Although it might seem 
obvious, Stephen has helped me 
set the whole thing out and I 
now have a routine of budding 
up to a match that leaves me in 
a tetter frame of mind," he said. 
“Basically, it is about recalling 
my best innings so that I can re- 


lax and enjoy what Fm doing. 
That’s when I play best” 

Four years ago Ramprakash 
was dismissed for scores of two 
and five as the Wst Indies’ pace 
barrage wreaked havoc. A 
repeat may not be out of the 
question and, while the pitch 
will offer turn as it wears, the 
home side’s tall fast bowlers 
could, in the event of low 
bounce, end up being more ef- 
fective than either Carl Hoop- 
er or the debutant leg-spinner 
Dinanafb Ramnarine, who took 
five widkets against England for 
Trinidad three weeks ago. 

With Atherton as ambivalent 
as ever to the milestone await- 
ing him - be actually considers 


Fallon was not in court for « by the Jockey 1*™^ 

he was due to ride shortly af- Tbr 

terwards. Master Caster, an ^ ^^35 what has m 1 J for England 
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localion of tickets for the group 

matches in France. Engine* 

wfll receive only ^i-^ ^ts 
from a total number of 138,000 

for the three group games to dis- 
tribute via the 27 . 000 - strongof- 
ficial England Travel Club- For 
the match in Marseilles ag^mst 
Tunisia, (capacity 60,000), 3,790 
tickets are available: against 
Romania in Tbuiouse (capaci- 
ty 37,000) 2,749 tickets; against 
Colombia in Lens (capacity 
41 , 000 ) 2^89 tickets have been 
allocated. 

It had been hoped that 

150.000 extra tickets being made 
available by Fife, world football's 
ruling body, would increase those 
numbers significantly. B ut the 
EAs director of external affairs, 
David Davies, revealed only a fo w 
hundred more tickets at most 
would be given to England. 

“We feel this cannot be the 
final allocation," Davies said. 
“ We have been told unofficial- 
ly there will be up to 150,000 ex- 
tra tickets to be shared around 

the participating countries in the 
earfy rounds. But in our case our 
understanding is that those al- 
locations will be increased by 
only a few hundred." 

Scotland will have about 

5.000 tickets for their opening 
match against the holders, 
Brazil, on 10 June at the new 

‘ Stacie de France, but they will 
only receive 2,000 for each of 
their two other group matches,, 
against Norway, in Bordeaux on 
16 June, and against Morocco, 
in St-Etienne on 23 June. 

• The Liverpool and England 
striker Robbie Fowler he will be 
out for at least six months with 
the knee injury he suffered on 
Monday in the derby against 
Everton. Doctors found he had 
torn tus cruciate ligament as 
well as the mediaL His knee will 
be in a cast for three months. 
More football, page 29 


it his 49th Tfest, preferring not 
to count the abandoned game 
in Jamaica - another diauld not 
gp unheralded. 

Courtney Walsh, who made 
his Test debut oh the 1984/85 
tour of Australia, has, 
undoubtedly, been one of the 
West Indies’ greatest servants. 
In fact, for a fast bowler to notch 
up a 100 Tests in this day and 
age requires resilience and ded- 
ication beyond most mortals. 

In some ways it fact an even 
greater feat of survival than 
Atherton’s, whose captaincy 
needs the momentum of a Test 
win here if his duck of winning 
a five-match series is to be 
broken before the millennium. 


ENGLAND (v Wont Indira, fourth That. 
Gotgotawn, today): From: M A Alherton 
(capU A J StBwart M A Butchac. N Hugaatr. 

Wdl RD B Crott SES^DWiSSS 
A RC Frasor, PCRTufn<* 

Azharis field day, page 29 
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ACROSS 

Hole in fence wfll do for 
thief ( 10 ) 

Have a look at second 
prison (4) 

Awkward retailer stock- 
ing Trade Union humph 

Move stealthily, covering 
back and front (4) 

The way a rag simply 1 

spreads the curt? ( 6 , 6 ) 2 

King enters without fear, 
perhaps* showing no signs 3 
of wounds (9) 

“Knob" not on level land, ' 

S -fly?(5) 4 

mam terminus de- 
ed at both ends (5) 5 
Former pupil having peri- 
od infatuation (9) 7 

How to make Brian a dis- 
organised person ( 12 ) 


27 


Drug police will be after 
one (4) 

He’d counsel arranged 
without delay (241) 
Outstanding leader of le- 
mon in battle (4) 
want to be pounds in 
debt? That’s about right 
for wastrel (4-24) 
DOWN 

Rim and hide (4) 
Reduced amount of 
drug? Thar’s smart (4) 

A welcome figure as 
Opera grant is redistrib- 
uted (740 

Gives example of one 
leaving towns (5) 
Unexpectedly, I side with 


pore Greek dramatist (9) 
Nothing in can or cup I 
rattled - this contains far 
more ( 10 ) 


Information brought up 
about nasty spot on coun- 
try in part of America (3, 

11 Rather liked being made 
to sparkle? (44,5,2) 

13 It helps pfayer keep an 
eye on the score (5-5) 

14 It's like a parrot to roost 
over moggy looking up 
into tree ( 10 ) 

16 Ordering a change in riv- 
er (3,6) 

21 Higfa-dass car producer 
importing excellent fast 
car (5) 

22 Bah good for Lake and 
river (4) 

23 Collapsed? It’s serious 

(4)^ 


Vickery citing scuppered by 
‘failure to follow procedure’ 


Rugby Union 


By C hris He wctt 

THE great and good of the Five 
Nations committee yesterday 
scrapped tbe 30-day suspension 
imposed on the England prop, 
Phil Vickery, *who was cited by 
the Welsh management for 
punching during last weekend’s 
international at Twickenham. 
The volte-face left Vickery free 
to resume playing immediately 
and left the rest of Europe won- 
dering how so many Englishmen 
manage to avoid carrying the can 
for their transgressjons- 

Vickery, the 21 -year-old 
tight head from Gloucester, is 
the latest in an illustrious line 
of England forwards to escape 
justice for alleged violent con- 
duct. Tim Rodber played in the 
1994 Cape Town Tfesl against the 
Springboks despite having teen 
sent off for his part in an unholy 
dust-up with Eastern Province 
a mere four days earlier. Some 
20 months later, Jason Leonard 
was accused by the Scots of in- 
flicting a brutal punch on Rob 
Wiinwright during a Calcutta 
Cup match at Murrayfield. but 
was cleared in the light of “in- 
conclusive video evidence”. 

However, Vkkery'sgood for- 
tune in escaping censure for 
thumping Colin Charvis, the 


Swansea flanker, during tbe sec- 
ond half of Saturday's interna- 
tional had nothing to do with the 
quality of the film footage or. 
even, the legitimacy of an appeal 
passionately supported by both 
Clive Woodward, the England 
coach, and Roy Manock, the 
Rugby Football Union's disci- 
plinary officer. 

Astonishingly, the Five 
Nations committee members 
did not consider whether or not 
Vickery was guilty of landing the 
punch. Neither did they con- 
sider whether Peter Boyle, the 
match commissioner from Ire- 
land, was correct in imposing a 
one-month sentence for an 
offence that would have earned 
the perpetrator nothing more 
than a yellow card had he teen 
dealt with by the referee. 

According to Roger Picker- 
ing, the Five Nations chief ex- 
ecutive, the committee reversed 
Boyle’s decision purely on pro- 
cedural grounds. “The citing 
procedure was not followed to 
the letter," said Pickering. 
“There were misunderstand- 
ings between people who I have 
no intention of naming and as 
a result of the legal advice ob- 
tained ty tte committee, the sus- 
pension was deemed unsafe.” 

In other words, a cock-up. 
While Pickering insisted that 
there was nothing legally 


unsound about the citing pro- 
cedures if properly applied, the 
system is now so discredited that 
Woodward and the rest of the 
England hierarchy are pushing 
the International Board to sanc- 
tion an immediate review of dis- 
ciplinary policy. “The current 
situation is ludicrously incon- 
sistent,” said the coach. “In my 
opinion, a player should by cit- 
ed only if he deserves to be sent 
from the field." 

Those Englishmen glorying in 
the fact that the hapless Welsh 
could not even manage a prop- 
er citing, let alone pick a win- 
ning team, were given further 
comic sustenance yesterday 
when the Dragons management 
decided to put their squad in pur- 
dah during the run-up to next 
weekend’s match with Scotland 
Last week, the Wfelsh players 
were publicly predicting their fast 
Twickenham victory since 1988. 
One 60-poinl thrashing later, they 
have effectively been gagged 

NcD Jenkins, theworid-dass 
goal-kicker who suffered every 
imaginable indignity at the 
hands of the English, did have 
a word or two for public con- 
sumption, however. “I never 
want to play full-back again," he 
said after confirming to Kevin 
Bowring, the Welsh coach, that 
be wanted to be considered only 
as an outside-half. 
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TORONTO WITH NIAGARA, 
ROCKIES OR NEW YORK 

Toronto returning supersonic on Concorde. 

c W°!? r ' hmcheons and theatre. 
Depart on 22 May, 4 Ju ly, 131 Aug. or 5,19 Sent £ 1 .999 

Toronto & the Rockies with Concorde. 18-27 Sept £ 2,499 

4 nights in New York, Concorde any weekend from £1 999 

MONACO GRAND PRIX 
OR WORLD CUP FINAL 

»sa aastegite3s »!»i 

Concorde with World Cup Final seat on 12 July £1*990 

x OR1ENT-EXPRESS,PARIS 

euSF*?®’ PLORENCE, ROME 

Rome via 

^nPT axta & Enrostar - 2-3 *999 

OjgANA, CONCORDE 

stotiam, Bruges and Brussels. 2235 May £1099 

NEW GRAND PRInSss 
, wrra concordp 

SUPERLATIVE TRAVEL m 

43, Woodhum Road. London. W3 6S5S “ 
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